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At  Rocky,  we  know  the  importance  of 
being  well-rounded  students.  From 
playing  hard  on  the  football  field  to 
playing  hard  on  the  xylophone,  from 
memorizing  the  periodic  table  to 
memorizing  lines  for  fall  play,  from 
working  hard  in  English  class  to  working 
hard  in  Student  Ambassadors,  from 
Chamber  Choir  to  Environmental  Action 
Club,  from  learning  to  volunteering,  we’ve 
got  our  bases  covered  all  the  way  around. 
And  lucky  for  us,  we’ve  got  teachers 
who  care  about  us  and  push  us  to  i 
succeed,  to  keep  our  chins  up,  to  love 
our  Pride.  ^ 

And  to  always,  always: 

BE  BOLD. 

BE 

AND  GOLD. 


Em 


Time 


Suddenly,  it's  your  last  year  of  high  school.  Whether 
the  time  has  flown  by,  or  dragged  on  as  you 
watched  the  clock  for  those  last  two  minutes  of 
Calculus,  you’re  getting  ready  to  finish  up  your  four 
years  at  the  Rock.  By  now,  you  know  the  hallways  like 
the  back  of  your  hand.  You  and  your  fellow  seniors  have 
been  through  it  all  together:  cheering  under  the  Friday 
night  lights,  taking  the  field  to  kick  off  or  march  at 
halftime,  pulling  all-nighters  to  crank  out  an  essay, 
singing  in  the  bright  spotlight  of  the  auditorium,  giving  it 
your  all  on  the  tennis  court,  or  laughing  your  way  through 
three  and  a  half  minutes  of  the  passing  period-  and  then 
scrambling  to  class. 

Somehow,  you  made  it  here,  and  now  you  can 
enjoy  being  at  the  top.  You  decorate  the  hallways  for 
your  last  Homecoming,  and  take  a  bow  at  your  last 
Spring  Musical.  It's  time  for  senior  nights,  awards,  and 
your  last  Prom.  You  know  your  traditions,  your  hallways, 
your  Alma  Mater.  And  now,  your  eyes  are  on  the  future, 
and  you're  making  plans  to  get  there.  It's  been  a  wild 
ride,  but  we've  done  it  together,  from  that  first  step 
through  the  doors  to  that  final  walk  across  the  stage. 
Finally,  things  are  beginning  to  come  full  circle. 


Mehad  Abdalla 
Lindsey  Abell 
Sophie  Agbayani 
Nyibol  Agot 
Eliana  Aguirre 
Lily  Aguirre 
Ruqayah  Al  Gburi 


Corneilus  Aldridge 
Mary  Allen 
Dellaney  Anderson 
Joseph  Anderson 
Marieo  Anderson 
Elida  Anguiano 
Klara  Arrington 


Luke  Aunan 
Darnesha  Austin 
Kylie  Baker 
Keely  Baumunk 
Andrew  Beierlein 
Kelly  Bell 
Kieran  Benson 


Po  Blae 
Edgar  Blanco 
Kobie  Blanks 
P.T.  Boeye 
Nyandwi  Bonane 
Amanda  Bowers 
Victoria  Bradley 


Aby  Taylor  and 
Charlotte 


Karrisa  Solis 
and  Shade 


Alexus  Loeffler 
and  Smoke 


JaMeiah  Davis 
and  Mary  Jo 


Josh 

Kruckenberg 
and  Lily 


Marily  Gomez 
and  Cheeto 
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C' Aira 

Tyler 

Jada 

Trevor 

Sydney  Branson, 

Jalil 

Newman 

Duarte 

Veasy 

Meguf  f y 

Emma  Osborn, 
Hannah  House 

Gay 

Sydney  Branson 
Pah  Bu 

Angele  Burgess 
Sancedric  Cade 
Armando  Calderon 
Axel  Camacho 
Romar  Cantu 


Shaniya  Caples 
Karissa  Cardona 
Jozie  Carnes 
Miguel  Castaneda 
Stacy  Castaneda 
Yesenia  Castaneda 
Ruedas 

Shaheena  Chaudhry 


Paw  Cho 
Darius  Clark 
Dylan  Clark 
Cory  Clemons 
Anthony  Collins 
Dyashia  Colvin 
Ignacio  Concha 


Mykedra  Craig 
Alyssa  Crane 
Jose  Davalos 
JaMeiah  Davis 
Samantha  Davis 
Joseph  DeLong 
Michael  Dillard  III 


Alexis  Dillender 
Mpawenayo  Divera 
Carolyn  Donaldson 
Hunter  Dorman 
Jorge  Duarte 
Tyler  Duarte 
Benjamin  Ellis 


Niesha  Elsey 
Michael  Elston 
Anastasia  Engels 
Raymond  Evans 
Galena  Fessler 
Amber  Formholtz 
Nichole  Frels 


Eric  Friestad 
Alex  Gant 
Christian  Garcia 
Klayton  Garcia 
VyShar  Garrard 
Fender 
Marily  Gomez 
Kaiya  Goodman 


Diontesia  Gray 
Cade  Green 
Jazmine  Hall 
Lauren  Hall 
Jeffrey  Harding 
Grace  Hayes 
Dakota  Heffernan 


“I’d  want  to  be  in  Kim 
Possible  because  she 
was  so  confident  with 
everything  she  did,  and 
has  a  killer  theme  song!” 


“Star  Wars:  The  Clone 
Wars  because  I  want  to 
be  a  Jedi.” 


“I  would  be  Patrick  from 
Spongebob,  because 
Patrick’s  just  here  to 
have  a  good  time,  and  ya 
know,  I  just  feel  that.” 


“Dragon  Tails!  They  get  a 
magic,  rainbow,  glowing 
crystal  that  takes  them  to 
a  world  full  of  friendly, 
talking  dragons,  who  are 
really  fun  and  sweet. 
Who  wouldn’t  want  that?” 


“I’d  be  Scooby  Doo.  He 
has  such  an  easy  life.  All 
he  does  is  act  like  he 
solves  mysteries  and 
eats  Scooby  Snacks.” 


“Spongebob, because 
I’ve  always  wanted  to  try 
a  Krabby  Patty.” 


Ndikumana  Helena 
Eunice  Hernandez 
Samantha  Hernandez 
Deasia  Hickman 
Deaunna  Hines 
Gabrielle  Hoeper 
Vanessa  Holland 


Logan  Honts 
Hannah  House 
Abbie  Howard 
Eh  Dee  Way  Htoo 
Moo  Htoo 
Jackson  Hudson 
Joshua  Huisman 


Katlyn  Hunter 
Caroline  Hunwardsen 
Zachary  Hurt 
Madeline  Inman 
Patient  Jabbah 
MaryEllen  Jackson 
Morgan  Janes 


Alejandro  Jaramillo 
Nishimwe  Jean  Bosco 
Irambona  Jenvier 
Cyan  Jerome 
Lillian  Johnson 
Nicholas  Johnson 
Sarah  Kaha 


WORDS 
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- - - 
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D. 
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lrJ4>KSt7 

99 

-Ali  Dillender 
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-  Lindsey  Abell 


ii 
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MaJcc  Su AjL  'M'Ou, 

yt7  aJ( 

4^  sij4?uA,  ttZLcl^JLKS, 
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-  Jameshia  Walls 


ii 

to4?  StKioouSUj.  \AJokJc 
bjLKcJL,  but  \jtzdiy, 

~ttjt  t  is  *jijt  it  is , 

S4>  cton^t  be  ucpstt  l 

~titK^S  ctontt  ^4? 
AJ4?uA,  J  y 


-  Dominick  Loomis 
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ct'W  SuMjet  ctt&mz, 

wtlfll  WILL  y°u  AISS  lilt  A0ST  flb°UI  m  liuad  (Hies  WfllLt 

°ff  AT  C°LL(OP 


Megan  Kellam 
Cetasia  Kennedy 
Bryce  Kent 
Anzuruni  Kimba 
Konnor  Kirkbride 
Joshua  Kruckenberg 
Abigail  Krug 


Paw  Kaw  Ku 
Me  La 

Chance  Lauterbach 
Gahrii  Lee 
Ty  Lewis 
Courtney  Lindsey 
Alexus  Loeffler 


John  Loomis 
Angel  Lopez 
Delia  Lopez 
Briseyda  Lopez- 
Cabada 
Landen  Love 
Gabrielle  Ludwig 
Man  Lun 


Gloire  Luwara 
Jacob  Maranda 
Asha  Maria 
John  Martin 
Sydney  Martin 
Estefani  Martinez 
Abigail  Matter 


*1  Wiss  do^ 
because  Hiai  ls 


*1  WiSS 
and 


■beer  fbere  [o<  we.  And, 
de^s,  I  0jCN/e 
d^^s* 

8  -  Logan  Honts 


&jex^af\e  and  ev/e^fkn^  ts 
because  of  bou>  involved 
you.  can  be  uidh 

•  Vanessa  Holland 


n  Wiley 


ban* 

Wrsji  MgStfNtsr 

'jArjrp  Wto<rr«u 
Wxj*r  Ucm** 


jscxx&r  Vedrarc 
Trevor  Megjtf/ 
Asttee  Wnor 
Zachary  MleKusti 
Chnt  Moo 
Hei  Soe  Moo 
Tah  Moo 


Katherine  Moore 
Emilia  Mora 
Melanie  Moran 
Tysheonna  Mulica 
Mackenzie  Munday 
Mollee  Murphy 
Shanyah  Nance 


Makala  Neaveill 
Quinn  Neville 
C'Aira  Newman 
e'Dereka  Newsone 
Allison  Nickel 
Pa  No 

Ryan  O'Mary 


Onna  met  Klara 
freshman  year,  during 
Spanish  class,  and 
Shaheena  and  Onna  met 
in  Computer  Concepts, 
but  they  all  became 
closer  through 
cheerleading  together. 


LaTerlonna  Pugh. 
Klara  Arrington, 
Shaheena  Chaudhry 


Nichole  and  Alii  have 
been  friends  since 
freshman  year.  Nichole 
and  Ali  became  friends 
during  Student 
Ambassadors  their  junior 
year. 


Nichole  Frets 
All  Diender. 
Ali  Mummfl 


Maddie  and  Delia 
became  friends  freshman 
year  because  they  had 
Spanish  and  English 
together.  Maddie  and 
Kora  met  through  Color 
Guard. 


Maddie  Inman 
Kora  Wllams. 
Delia  Lopez 


Courtney  and  Abbie 
became  friends  in 
kindergarten  during 
their  Christmas  program, 
while  performing  the 
song.  "Snow  Pants." 


Courtney  WkJcard 
8.  Abbie  Howard 


John  and  Stella  met 
when  they  were  six 
because  their  moms 
were  friends,  they  lost 
contact  until  they  met 
again  freshman  year. 


John  Martin 
&  Stela  Kay 


Mary  and  Qwasha 
became  friends  in 
seventh  grade  through  a 
mutual  friend,  and 
they've  been  friends 
ever  since. 


Marc£len  Jackson 
8.  Qwasha  Walace 


Maya  transferred  to 
Rocky  from  Ut  on  April 
Fools  Day.  Mackenzie 
was  nice  to  Maya,  and 
now.  they're  best  friends. 


Maya  Saucedo 
8.  Mackenzie  Munday 


We’re  =^K5Pln 


Gabriele  Hoeper 
8.  Katie  Moore 


Katie  first  thought  that 
Gabby's  name  was  Elmo 
because  she  always 
wore  a  red  Elmo  shirt 
when  their  moms  came 
to  pick  up  their  sisters 
from  Eugene  Field. 


Ethan  W4ey 
8.  Aby  Ta^or 


Aby  met  Ethan  during 
freshman  year,  when 
Ethan  was  playing  tag  in 
the  halls  of  Rock  Island 
High  School. 


Sophia  Thomer 
8.  PT  Boeye 


Sophia  met  PT  at  a 
basketball  game,  and  she 
instantly  liked  him.  She 
had  a  friend  talk  to  PT 
for  her.  and  PT  called  her 
that  night.  They've  been 
together  ever  since. 


Angel  Lessard 
8.  Zoey 


Angel  met  Zoey 
during  March  of 
2009,  when  a  friend 
gave  Zoey  away. 
"But  Zoey  has  been 
more  than  a  pet. 
She's  been  the  best 
friend  ever  I" 


Kalya  Goodman 
8.  Niesha  Eisey 


Kaiya  met  Niesha  when 
Kaiya  first  moved  to  the 
QC.  Niesha  was  Kaiya's 
very  first  friend,  and  now 
they're  stuck  together 
forever. 


Angok?  Burgees 
8.  ChancJer  Smith 


Angele  and  Chandler 
met  in  study  hall  during 
their  sophomore  year, 
and  have  been  best 
friends  ever  since. 


Man  Lun 
8.  Paw  Kaw  Ku 


Man  and  Paw  met  in  5th 
grade.  They  didn't  like 
each  other  at  first,  but 
they  became  best  friends 
during  6th  grade. 

9 


Nwey  Nwey  Oo 
Emma  Osborn 
Rashawn  Overton 
Timothy  Pannebaker 
Vor  Par 
Alysse  Parker 
Madison  Parr 


Mutoni  Patience 
Eh  Paw 
Kyle  Pearce 
Cyrus  Pendelton 
Samuel  Perez 
Bailee  Perion 
Blaker  Pfaff 


Robert  Pierce 
Grace  Potratz 
Jycole  Pugh 
LaTerionna  Pugh- 
Brown 
Lynzee  Quade 
Tremayne  Ralston 
Shawn  Rauls 


Go  Ray 
Elizabeth  Reed 
Zachory  Rettig 
Abdenego  Reyes- 
Peterson 
Ryan  Rice 
Austin  Roach 
Patrick  Roache 


Jlege:  Kirkwood 
Mnmunity 
Cqkoe 
Majo^^ulinary 
Arts 

\A%ltV 
closest  collec 
allows  her 
continue  in 
Rainbow. 


^College:  Iowa  State 
^ajor:  Veterinarian 
4:  It’s  ranked  in 
the  Tbp^lS 
CollegesTbf^et 
Schooling  and 
Black  Hawk 
immunity 

__  isfers  to 
itT 


urtney  > 

7  .-f  • 

Kkard  *• ' 


College:  Olivet 
Nazarene 
University 
Major:  Music 
Education 
/hy:  It  has  a 
beaulituT 
great  marching 
band,  and  has 


College:  University 
of  Iowa 

Major:  Nursing 
Why:  They  are  in, 
the  top  1 0j>H«fng 
_S£laoeteinthe 
country,  and  they 
have  great 
opportunity 


Co/lege:  Purdue 
ajor:  Computer  J 
science 

Why:  They  area's  t 
efficient, 

home,  a^Wave  a 
Tytechnic 

Wool. 
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Nickolas  Roessler 
Reese  Rosenow 
Samuel  Ruiz  Salinas 
Luc  Saintfort 
Max  Saintfort 
Mwavita  Saleh 
Brandt  Samuelson 


Maya  Saucedo 
Eh  Say 

Madison  Schlieper 
Alexandria  Schmidt 
Alexcia  Schomer 
Brayden  Seefeldt 
Eh  Si 


Way  Si 
Chase  Sierra* 
Spurgetis 
Rachel  Simmer 
Chandler  Smith 
Angelina  Souza 
Sydney  Sprague 
Evan  Spurgetis 


Maxwell  Steele 
Ethan  Stephenitch 
Deion  Stewart- Parks 
Yolanda  Strong 
Deja  Swanigan 
Nadia  Tacey 
Eh  Taw 


My  favorite 


is 


•  •• 


“This  is  my  favorite 
silk  because  it  was 
from  my  first  show. 

It  makes  me  think 
about  all  the  fun  we 
had  last  year.” 


“This  is  my  favorite 
silk  because  you 
have  to  really  look  at 
it  to  see  the  images 
inside,  and  1  loved 
this  movement.” 


“This  is  my  favorite 
silk  because  it’s 
uniquely  yellow,  and 
shows  me  taking  the 
leap  during  this  year’s 
show.” 


-  Mfrcktim,  Jrunan  *  ScmJi  MpQJtoux^h  -  AUwcnckuL  ScAmidt 


“This  is  my  favorite 
silk  because  it’s  from 
my  favorite  show, 
and  it  brings  back 
good  memories  we 
had  last  year.” 

-  Kjyia,  Witliamik 


“This  was  my 
favorite  silk  because 
of  the  emotion  during 
second  movement 
this  year,  and  1  was 
in  the  front  with  it.” 

*  M&Aily.  Qomcq 
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Shaelyn  Terry 
Clayton  Thomas 
Sophia  Thomer 
Randy  Tucker 
Jackson  Tweet 
Jacey  Upton 
Jada  Veasey 


Graice  Veronda 
Jameshia  Walls 
La’Corrionna 
Washington 
Mykeisha  Wells 
Nathan  Wells 
Nicole  Welsh 
Khyri  White 


Ethan  Wiley 
Cameron  Wilhelm 
Kora  Williams 
Brittney  Winters 
Amber  Work 
Hannah  Wright 
Zoe  Yates 


“I  like  this 
filter 

because  it 
makes  me 
look  more 
intelligent.” 
-  Claire 
McKay 
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"The  face 
swap  filter  is 
my  favorite 
because  I 
can  be 
whoever  I 
want.” 

-  Jeffrey 
Harding 


“My  favorite 
filter  is  the 
Ninja  Go 
because  it’s 
fun  to  try  and 
catch  all  the 
ninjas!” 

-  Mackenzie 
Munday 


“This  filter 
gives  me  a 
good  laugh. 

It  makes 
normal  life  a 
little 

funnier.” 

-  Carlos 

Valadez 


“I  like  the 
crown  made 
of  faces 
because  it’s 
absolutely 
ridiculous.” 

-  Jada 
Veasey 


“This  is  my 
favorite  snap 
filter  because 
it  reminds  me 
of  when  I 
was  bad  and 
boujee.” 

-  Brandt 
Samuelson 


“This  is  my 
favorite  filter 
because  it 
makes  my 
eyes  look 
better.” 

-  Maya 
Saucedo 


Remembeling  our 
Time  as  a  Rock 


“My  favorite 
memory  is 
soccer  season 
with  my  friends.” 
-  Paw  Kaw  Ku 


“My  favorite  time 
at  Rocky  is 
lunch  my  junior 
year.” 

-  Cade  Green 


“My  favorite 
time  would  be 
beating  Moline 
in  soccer  my 
first  year  here.” 
-  Karissa 
Cardona 


“My  favorite  time 
is  the  assembly 
during 

Homecoming 

Week.” 

-  Alii  Mumma 


“My  favorite 
memory  at  Rocky 
would  be  being  a 
part  of  the  Pride  of 
Rock  Island 
Marching  Band.” 

-  Ryan  O’Mary 


“My  favorite  part 
of  Rocky  was 
playing 
basketball  in 
gym.” 

-  Devon  Almanza 


Seniors  tell  us  the  fictional  character  they 
want  to  be  and  why. 


Seo^ei  s 


Snow  White 


"She  is  extremely  kind 
helpful,  and  always  has  a  smile 
on  her  face.  That  is  what  I  stri 
to  be  24/7."  I 

Kelly  Bell 


Superman 

"I  want  to  help  make  the 
world  a  better  place  by 
fighting  crime." 

Dionieio  Guerrero 


"She's  so  inspiring,  the  only 
one  out  oHwjsisters  to  stand 
up  for  what  she  believed  in." 


"I'm  more  Hercules  because  I 
make  a  lot  of  mistakes,  but 
metimes,  they're  good." 

^  Tyler  Duarte 


Sarah 

Kaha 

“Do  what  is 
right,  not 
what  is 
easy.” 

-  Unknown 


Tavion 

Brooks 

“Don’t  be 
afraid  of 
failure.  You 
learn  from 
failure,  not 
from 
success. 
Failure  is 
life.” 

-  Tavion 
Brooks 


Grace 

Hayes 

“Don’t  count 
the  days, 
make  the 
days  count.” 


-  Mohammed 
Ali 


melius 
Robinson 
(Meet  the 
Robinsons) 


but 

catch  m 
honeys 
being  fly.” 


Bryce 

Kent 


Sugar  and 
salt  look 
e  same, 
be 
who 
you  trust.” 


-  Ben  Ellis 


Jada 

Veasey 

“It’s  not 
how  many 
years  you 
got,  it’s 

how  you 
use 

them.” 

-  Tim 
Drake 


Ethan 

Wiley 

“Sometime 
I’lLstart  ^ 
sentence 
andTl  don’t 
^ven  know 
where  it’s 
going... 


Kaiya 
oodman 

“...  I  just 
hope  I  find 
it  along 
the  way.” 

-  Micheal 
Scott 


Jalil 

Gay 

“Madness 
is  like 
gravity.  All 
it  takes  is 
a  little 
push.” 

-The 

Joker 


-  Unknown 


Sydney 

Martin 


Blaker 

Pfaff 


“You  can’t 
start  the 
next  chapter 
of  your  life  if 
you  keep 
rereading 
the  last 
one.” 


really  do 
that 

» 


Edgar 

Blanco 

“Even  the 
smallest 
person  can 
change  the 
course  of  the 
future.  Be 


Katie 

Moore 


Galena 

Fessler 


“Find  you  broke  the 

ecstasy  in  rules, 
life;  the  congratulations, 
mere  sense  It’s  an  important 
of  living  is  life  skill  to  A 


that  person."  j°V  enough.” 


learn. 


-  J.R.R. 
Tolkien 


-  Emily 
Dickinson 


-  Dan  Rushton 


Kieran  - 
Benson 

"Let  people 
feel  the 
weight  of 
who  you 
are,  and  let 
them  deal 

Bph  it.” 

-  John 
Eldridge 
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Marily  Jake  Lauren  Ty  Ali  Nick  Claire  Niesha 

Gomez  Maranda  Hall  Lewis  Dillender  Johnson  McKay  Elsey 


“Who  says 
that  my 
dreams 
have  to 
stay  just 
dreams?” 

-  The  Little 
Mermaid 


Nate 

Wells 


“Procrastination 
is  the  art  of 
keeping  up  with 
yesterday.” 

-  Don  Marquis 


“People 
who  think 
they  know 
everything 
are  a  great 
annoyance 
to  those  of 
us  who  do." 


-  Isaac 
Asimov 


Man 

Lun 


“I'm  going  to 
stand 

outside.  So  if 
anyone  asks, 
I’m 

outstanding.” 
-  Unknown 


“Yes,  mac 
and  cheese 
is  a 

breakfast 

food.” 

-  Lauren 
Hall 


“It’s  not 
what  you 
know,  it’s 
who  you 
know.” 

-  Unknown 


“Sometimes 
the  smallest 
step  in  the 
right  direction 
ends  up  being 
the  biggest 
step  of  your 
life.  Tiptoe  if 
you  must,  but 
take  that  step.” 


“Acting  is 
life,  acting 
is  love.” 

-  Nick 
Johnson 


“l  don’t 
know  how 
many  years 
on  this  earth 
I  got  left.  I’m 
gonna  get 
real  weird 
with  it.” 

-  Frank 


“The  roof 
isn’t  my 
son,  but  I’ll 
raise  it.” 

-  Unknown 


-  Naeem  Reynolds 

Callaway 


Alex 

Gant 

"Sometimes 
you  will 
never  know 
the  value  of 
a  moment 
until  it 
becomes  a 
memory.” 

-  Dr.  Suess 


e’Dereka 

Newsone 

“You  have  to 
hurt  in  order 
to  know.  Fall 
in  order  to 
grow.  Lose  in 
order  to  gain. 

Because 
most  of  life’s 
lessons  are 
learned  in 
pain." 

-  J.  Cole 


Davis 


"How  lucky  I 
am  to  have 
something 
that  makes 
saying 
goodbye  so 
hard.” 


-  Winnie 
the  Pooh 


Zach 

Mlekush 


T ell  a  person  a 
fact,  and  they 
will  know.  Tell  a 
person  the 
truth,  and  they 
may  believe. 

But  tell  a 
person  a  story 
and,  by  God,  it 
will  live  in  their 
hearts  forever." 


-  Dino  Hayz 


TrayVonte  Sydney 
Richardson  BransBn 


“If  you  wanti 
it  bad  J 

enough, 
you’ll  work 
hard  to  get 
it.”  I 

-  Tray’s 
Mom 


“It’s  not  the 
size  of  toe 
dog  iiwie 
:v  fightat’s 
the  me  of 
theight  in 

1  log." 
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JU 


This  is  it,  it  is  your  junior  year.  You  are 
finally  an  upperclassman.  You  have  come  a 
long  way  from  getting  lost  going  from  class 
to  class,  and  this  year  will  bring  a  whole 
new  array  of  opportunities  for  you.  Driving 
yourself  from  place  to  place  has  become  the 
norm  for  you,  and  also  has  brought  on  so 
much  personal  freedom.  You  may  have 
found  yourself  applying  for  your  first  job  this 
year.  Maybe  you  are  enrolled  in  AP  classes 
this  year,  and  you  have  been  studying  like 
never  before  for  the  SAT.  You  are  now  able 
to  join  new  programs,  like  the  Student 
Ambassadors  or  become  a  Journalism 
Editor.  You  may  be  a  team  captain  this  year, 
or  maybe  a  Section  Leader  in  Marching 
Band.  This  year,  you  will  find  yourself  able 
to  go  to  your  first  prom  and  participate  in 
activities  like  Powder  Puff  and  Tug-of-War. 
This  is  your  third  time  around  the  Rock,  and 
you  are  basically  an  expert  at  this  point.  You 
cannot  help  but  start  looking  into  your 
dream  colleges,  for  graduation  is  slowly 
approaching,  closer  and  closer.  You  are 
starting  to  prepare  for  your  future,  but  still 
have  a  bit  of  time  to  enjoy  being  a  Rock. 


Mehad  Abdalla 
Yousif  Adel 
Taylor  Adrian 
Fatima  Aguilera 
Leonardo  Aguilera 
Charles  Allison 
Jenna  Alongi 
Elijah  Andrews 

Umuganwa  Annette 
Taylor  Arp 
Kthi  Aung 
Myah  Await 
Cho  Cho  Aye 
Set  Aye 
Jendaya  Bailey 
Joniaa  Ballard 

Amari  Banks 
Mercedes  Barnes 
Angel  Barrera 
Breanna  Beal 
De’Anna  Berry 
Sydney  Best 
Patrick  Bilenganya 
Jocee  Bloyer 

April  Borchardt 
Rylee  Bowling 
Mathew  Boyd 
Mirsa  Boyer 
Benjamin  Bradley 
Zaida  Bradley 
Ethan  Braun 
Rachel  Bril 

Dakota  Brose 
Evan  Buller 
Kya  Burkhardt 
Abigail  Bush 
Tavian  Bushnell 
Caroline  Cady 
Sera  Calhoun 
Carlee  Camlin 


,  •'•**&■* --'•j 
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Shannon  Kenney 

Pizza  &  Subs 

“I  like  that  they  are 
flexible  and  willing  to 
work  with  my  schedule.” 


ih  Miles 

fne  Vet  Clinic 

being  able  to  help 
pets  and  giving 
them  all  the  love.” 


Destiny  Eskew 
Friendship  Manor 

“I  like  getting  to  know 
the  people  that  I 
serve.” 


Calin  Nevarez 

Hy-Vee 


“I  like  being  in  an  environment 
where  everybody  knows  each 
other,  and  is  always  willing  to 
help  one  another.” 


Callista  Spicer 

Jewel-Osco 

like  how  they  work 
around  school  and 
cheer.” 


<k$  Juniors’  Favorite 


Michael  Camp 
Kayla  Canning 
Alexander  Carothers 
Corina  Castaneda 
Melissa  Castaneda 
Kaylee  Cather 
Amadeo  Cerda 
MaKayla  Chandler 

McKenna  Chastain 
Donell  Clark 
Gabrielle  Clarke 
Benjamin  Claude 
Jonesha  Clay 
Zhariah  Collins 
Tierra  Colvin 
Davon  Combs 

Cobie  Conger 
Darnell  Conner 
Brandon  Costilla 
Miles  Crawford 
Cylus  Crayne 
Paulina  Cuellar 
Jingyi  Cui 
Nate  Culver 

Logan  Curry 
Camron  Czerwinski- 
Earley 

Andrea  Daley 
Kendall  DeLaRosa 
Hunter  DeMeyer 
Nicholas  Dennhardt 
Trevor  Dennis 
Erica  Depoorter 

Kayla  Depoorter 
Mikayla  DePover 
Shay  Detert 
Monica  Diaz-Reyes 
Madison  Doty 
Sha  Du 
Clair  Eastman 
Breanna  Eberts 
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Arrielle  Eckhardt 
Dayton  Ellis 
Cruz  English 
Destiny  Eskew 
Vyizigiro  Ezekieli 
Christina  Fisher 
Michael  Flaherty 
Whitney  Flaugh 

Grant  Florence 
Madeline  Flowers 
Kaitlyn  Fraikes 
Callie  Franks 
Vincent  Freiburg 
Ariana  Gabriel 
Jordan  Gale 
Dehvan  Garcia 

Kayla  Garcia 
Aislinn  Geedey 
Gabriel  Gonzalez 
Garrett  Gordon 
Aaliyah  Gosney 
Teresa  Govain-Pulliam 
Wishi  Granberry 
Moses  Granja-Reed 

Denise  Gray 
Ruby  Grijalva 
Mitchell  Grizzle 
Grace  Gruhlke 
Eduardo  Gutierrez 
Tanner  Hampsey 
Shelby  Haney 
Mercedes  Hantz 

Jada  Harris 
Janey  Harris 
Morgan  Harty 
Amber  Haskill 
Amy  Haskill 
Spencer  Hasselroth 
Nathanial  Hauschild 
Jeremy  Haynes-Lancour 


Matthew  Hays 
Alex  Hendricks 
Analyssa  Hicks 
Teigyn  Hills-Sanders 
Breanna  Homan 
Kylee  Homan 
Htoo  Htoo 
Lah  Htoo 

Za  lang 
Knyiah  Jack 
Hannah  Jacks 
Marceisha  Jackson 
Anastasia  Jacobs 
Madison  Jacobs 
Emily  Jansen 
Cameron  Johnson 

Cole  Johnson 
Sophia  Johnson 
Bailee  Jones 
Juanita  Jones 
Mackenzie  Jones 
Jayden  Jordan 
Niyokwizigira  Julienne 
Emmanuel  Juma 

Nduwimana  Jyvason 
Kay-Lynne  Kain 
Wang  Kalomba 
Anastasia  Kask 
Haley  Kelemen 
Delaney  Kelley 
Mara-Lane  Kelley 
Shannon  Kenney 

Scott  Kerno 
Chelse  Kibling 
Morgan  Kidwell 
Johnny  Kinney 
Peyton  Klingbeil 
Hannah  Knuth 
Tyler  Koutsky 
Thomas  Kramer 


►  Rock  SAT  &?  ACT 


“I  have  been 
preparing  by 
taking  practice 
tests  and 
reviewing.” 

-  Mackenzie 
Nightingale 


“I  have  been  sure 
to  do  plenty  of 
practice  tests  and 
have  been 
studying  my  butt 
off!” 

-  Kristina 
Mathews 


“I  took  a  pre-SAT 
test  in  October, 
and  have  been 
reviewing  what  I 
feel  will  be  on  the 
test.” 

-  Kaitlyn  Fraikes 


“I  have  been 
preparing  for  the 
test  by  constantly 
learning  new 
information  and 
studying  previous 
lessons.” 

-  Hannah  Knuth 


“I  have  been 
taking  practice 
tests,  and  I 
bought  a  book  to 
study  with.” 

-  Emily  Laughlin 
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Hailey  Kress 
Myint  Kyi 
Carter  LaCamera 
Nia  Lam 
Emily  Laughlin 
Nkundimana  Laurence 
Mu  Lay 
Pint  Lay 

Margaret  Lelonek 
Kaylyn  Lemmon 
Jesse  Linch 
Alyssa  Long 
Sarah  Long 
Jozette  Lopez 
Sergio  Lopez 
Adamari  Lopez  Ruiz 

Corbin  MacDonald 
Peyton  Mahmutovic 
Aliza  Malone 
Joseph  Matheis 
Kristina  Mathews 
William  Maurer 
Maddison  Mazzarollo 
Jacob  McAfee 

Madeline  McAnally 
Olivia  McCarthy 
Drew  McCarty 
Johnathan  McDonald 
Blake  McKillip 
Victoria  McLeod 
Kenyon  McMeans 
Tyler  Meirhaeghe 

Mackenzie  Melody 
Ndabunganie  Michael 
Madison  Michaels 
Kaiah  Miles 
Dyonnvia  Millbrook 
Ava  Miller 
Mitchell  Mlekush 
Aye  Moo 


Emily  Painter 


Tyler  Meirhaeghe 


Eccentric 

Intrepid 

Energetic 

Extravagant 


Procrastinator 


Jordan  Gale 


Energetic 

Maddison  Mazzarollo 

Absent 


Donell  Clark 


Proud 


Amy  Haskill 


Aliza  Malone 


Tavian  Bushnell 


Madeline  Flowers 


Tyler  Koutsky 
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Morgan  Moore 
Terry  Morrow 
Tyler  Mortell 
Astaliko  Mulishi 
Amanda  Munson 
Astaliko  Murishi 
Charles  Murphy 
Michael  Myers 


Sha  Myint 
Thar  Myint 
Sheyla  Nava 
Christopher  Neaveill 
Calin  Nevarez 
Courtney  Neville 
Alexis  Nieves 
Mackenzie  Nightingale 


Jean  Marie 
Nsengiyumva 
Grant  Osborn 
Emily  Painter 
James  Parks 
Racquel  Parks 
Sher  Paw 
Tar  Pay 
Damya  Payton 

Carlos  Perez 
Leslie  Perez 
Dulce  Perez-Arreguin 
Ashley  Peters 
Carter  Pfaff 
Adelyne  Phares 
Ja’Naysia  Phillips 
Catelyn  Pohl 


Andrew  Polito 

Paige  Porter 

Clayton  Price 

JaMir  Price-Sysompheng 

Cashmir  Pulliam 

Ian  Purvis 

Login  Quillin 


Will  Maurer 


Emma  Spurgetis 


Kaiah  Miles 


"Javontae  Rush,  one  of  my  football  captains,  is  my 
senior  role  model  because  he  strives  for  success  and 
never  stops  grinding." 


Kayla  Canning 


“My  brother,  Evan  Spurgetis,  is  my  senior  role 
model  because  he  pushes  me  to  be  successful." 


Delaney  Kelley 


“My  senior  role  model  is  Ali  Dillender  because  she 
puts  in  so  much  effort  into  everything  she  does.  She 
is  really  friendly  to  everyone,  and  is  great  at  softball." 


Quinnlan  Tuominen 


“My  senior  role  model  is  my  friend,  Katlyn  Hunter,  -My  senior  role  model  is  Sophia  Thomer  because  she 
because  she  is  always  so  positive,  and  is  a  great  is  nice,  funny,  and  a  good  athlete." 

friend." 


“My  senior  role  model  is  Joey  Anderson 
because  he  is  center  snare  on  the  drumline, 
and  I  strive  to  be  as  good  as  him." 
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Maria  Quilty 
Alban  Rachal 
Wynter  Rade 
Jamal  Randle 
Tea  Randolph 
Pratama  Rangga 
Rosalyn  Reed 
Hannah  Rettig 

Omar  Rico 
Kobe  Rios 
Gracie  Roady 
Kameron  Roberts 
Jahmeir  Robinson 
Sh'Tya  Rockwood- 
Johnson 
Aeriana  Rodriguez 
Maleiah  Rogers 

Jaqueline  Romero 
Kevin  Ross 
Broaderrick  Rush 
Antonio  Ruvalcaba 
Joshua  Rwanda 
Kaskile  Saleh 
Moises  Salinas  Pelaez 
Mia  Sanders-Mosby 

Reagan  Scheper 
Ryan  Schroeder 
Kieli  Seams 
Tayler  Seibel 
Samuel  Serrano-Griffiths 
Gracie  Sharpe 
La  Shee 
Ta  Shee 


Junior  ® 


Myah  Await  sits  with 
her  two  dogs,  Demi 
and  Bella. 


Kayla  Canning  holds 
her  bunny,  Roger. 


Austin  Ford  sleeps 
with  his  dog, 
Bronxie  Blue. 


McKenna  Chastain 
holds  her  guinea 
pig,  Ginger,  on  her 
head. 
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Chase  Spragg 
Emma  Spurgetis 
Lauryn  Stegall 
Hailie  Stephens 
Butoyi  Stire 
Caitlin  Stotts 
Katelyn  Swanigan 
Logan  Swartz 

Austin  Taylor 
Corbyn  Thompson 
Poe  Thu 
Paige  Torrence 
Vanessa  Torres 
Bryce  Trask 
Jaquez  Trice 
Brian  Trujillo 

Jayden  Tucker 
Quinnlan  Tuominen 
Jeannette  Tuyisabe 
Savion  Veasey 
Victor  Vega 
Amani  Vesey 
Aaron  Voss 
Kea  Waldrip 

Melanie  Wallace 
Miyanna  Walls 
Braylon  Walton-Johnson 
Aaliyah  Weathersby 
Jacklyn  Weckerly 
Chase  Williams 
Samual  Willis 
Claude  Wizeyimana 


WHERE  DO  YOU  SEE  YOURSELF 

IN  FIVE  YEARS? 


I  see  myself  in  Florida, 
getting  my  nursing 
degree  at  the 
University  of  Central 
Florida,  living  life  to  the 
fullest,  and  doing  my 
best  to  be  as 
successful  as  I  can  be. 

Madison 

Doty 


I  would  like  to  be  doing  In  five  years,  I  see 
building  trade  in  the  myself  done  with 
future.  college,  starting  another 

chapter  in  my  life  with 
my  dream  job,  in  a 
bigger  city. 


l£e£myself  in  five 
years,  getting  my  PhD  in 
English,  and  interning  at 
a  publishing  company. 


I  want  to  be  a  criminal 
profiler,  but  in  five  years 
I  want  to  be  in  school, 
studying  for  my  degree. 


I  see  myself  definitely 
making  money  and 
being  successful  in  life. 


55 

Tyler 

Meirhaeghe 


55 

Anastasia 

Kask 


55 

Cobie 

Conger 


55 

Vanessa 

Torres 


55 

Ruby 

Grijalva 
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Cameron  &  Sophia 
Johnson 

2005  Honda  Element 


Jocee  Bloyer 
2003  Volkswagen 
Beetle 


Hannah  Knuth 
2004  Honda  Accord 


Morgan  Hary 
2008  Mercury 
Mariner 


Mackenzie 
Nightingale 
2003  Toyota 
Avalon 


WHAT  ARE  YOUR 

IFMSSif 


McKenna  Chastain 
is  going  to  Florida 
and  South  Carolina 
for  two  weeks. 


Corbyn  Thompson 

is  going  to  be 
working  with  his 
dad  and  doing 
construction  for  all 
the  UPS  facilities  in 
Iowa. 


Kya  Burkhardt 

is  going  to  hang  out 
with  friends  and 
work. 


Gracie  Sharpe 
is  going  to 
Milwaukee  for  the 
month  of  June. 


Claude  Wizeyimana 

is  going  to  be 
working  on  his 
soccer  skills  and  will 
go  to  New  York  and 
LA. 


Kaiah  Miles 
is  going  to 
Colorado  for  two 
weeks  and  work. 


Jamal  Randle 

is  going  to  train  a  lot 
for  basketball  to  get 
ready  for  the  season 
and  for  AAU. 


Rylee  Bowling 

is  going  to  Florida 
with  her  Grandma, 
and  will  be  moving 
into  the  house  they 
built. 


Maria  Quilty 

is  going  to  see  her 
brother  in  Colorado 
and  work  at  White 
Water. 


Cole  Johnson 

is  going  to  basic 
training  for  the  Air 
Force  and  work. 


Emma  Spurgetis 

is  going  to  spend 
time  with  her 
friends  and  on  the 
softball  field. 


WHAT  YOU  DON'T  KNOW 


ABOUT  ME 


Austin  Ford's  dad.  Steve, 
works  at  the  high  school 
as  the  director  of 
maintenance. 


Ana  Jacobs  has  been 
riding  horses  since  she 
was  eight  years  old. 


Emily  has  done  Irish 
dance  for  the  past  1 1 
years. 


At  a  volleyball  camp 
this  summer.  Carlee 
was  able  to  play  with 
an  Olympic  volleyball 
player. 


Spencer's  dad  is  a 
Rock  Island  firefighter 
and  makes  swords  in 
his  free  time. 


During  the  summer. 
Kayla  will,  on  average, 
run  six  miles  a  day  to 
prepare  for  cross 
country  season. 


AuitU  Fond  Ana  Jacobi  Emily  Jcudex  CokIm,  Camlia  EpMCM  iJaiie&otfi  Kayla  CamtUy 
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Junior  Dream  Jobs:  Then  vs. 


want  to  be  an  orthodont 


Corlna  Castaneda:  “I  wanted  to  be  a 
brain  surgeon  because  of  Derek  Shepherd 
on  Orey’s  Anatomy,  but  now,  I  want  to  go 


& 
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Hannah  Rettig:  “When  I  was  younger,  I 
wanted  to  be  the  first  female  President  of 
the  United  States,  but  now.  I  just  want  to  be 


u/?y  We  Im  Rocky) 


“I  love  Rocky 
because  it  has 
a  supporting 
environment, 
and  everybody 
can  be  friends 
and  get  along.” 

-  Melissa 
Castaneda 


“I  love  Rocky 
because  it  is  so 
diverse,  and  every 
day  is  an 
adventure." 

-  Nishi  Pascal 


“I  love  Rocky 
because  of  the 
diversity.  You 
meet  so  many 
new  people  with 
different 
backgrounds 
and  cultures.” 

-  Mirsa  Boyer 


-“Gleset2Closet  started  out 
with  only  2000  pieces  of 
clothing.  The  community 
ha_s_helped,  in  the  past  4 
years,  to-build  it4o-where4t- 
now holds  morethan 


-'TLaever  thought' 

-  Gloset2  Closet  would  get 
that  kind  of  opportunity, 
but  I  am  very  happy  we  did. 
From  this,  we  got  so  much 

p  °  - - - r 
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that  others  around'the  U.S. 
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riving 
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Your  second  time  around  at  the  Rock, 
things  get  a  little  easier.  You  breath  a 
sigh  of  relief,  knowing  that  you  are  on 
familiar  ground  now.  This  is  no  longer  your  first 
year  at  Rocky.  This  year,  you  know  the  ropes  of 
high  school  well  enough  that  you're  able  to 
focus  more  on  other  activities,  like  clubs  and 
sports,  that  you  might  not  have  during  your  first 
year  at  the  Rock.  With  the  help  of  your 
teachers,  coaches,  and  friends,  you're  starting 
to  figure  out  who  you  are. 

This  year,  you're  off  of  third  floor  and  out  of  A 
lunch.  You  get  to  choose  your  Rock  Time,  and 
further  immerse  yourself  into  life  at  Rock  Island 
High  School.  You'll  start  to  come  together  with 
the  upperclassmen.  New  classes  are  available 
to  you,  like  Chemistry  and  Health,  not  to 
mention  your  first  taste  of  AP  classwork.  You'll 
worry  over  Drivers’  Ed,  and  then  realize  that 
turn  signals  and  lane  changes  aren't  quite  as 
hard  as  you  feared.  As  sophomore  year  kicks 
into  gear,  you're  beginning  to  look  to  the  future. 
It's  finally  time  for  you  to  get  out  of  the 
passenger's  seat  and  start  driving  your  own 
life. 


Mariam  Abdullah 
Huda  Abdulmunem 
Ruaa  Abdulmunem 
Saja  Abdulmunem 
Yousif  Abdulmunem 
Brady  Adams 
Noor  Adel 
Aaron  Aitken 

Omar  Al  Gburi 
Maria  Alba 
Sevilya  Alieva 
Minani  Allin 
Isaac  Almanza 
Sean  Almanza 
Nicholas  Alt 
Aden  Alvarez 

Makai  Ambrose 
Natalie  Anderson 
Jarrett  Andrew 
Johnae  Angel 
Jonathan  Anglese 
Alfred  Arnold 
Keira  Arrington 
Ximena  Avalos 

Anne  Awour 
Amaia  Banks 
Miranda  Banks 
Telena  Barnes 
Keshaun  Beason 
Emma  Beierlein 
Brandon  Bell 
Jessica  Bell 

Colin  Benisch 
Allanah  Berry 
Zachary  Bisby 
Eh  Kaw  Blay 
Cody  Bohlander 
Timothy  Boone 
Sydney  Boyle 
Mckenzie  Brandt 


SOPHOMORES  &  Songs  from 


“Hotel  California” 
-  Eagles 
M.J.  Stern 


“Imagine" 

-  John  Lennon 
Anna  Rowell 


“Kiss  Me  through  the  Phone” 
-  Soulja  Boy 
Lauryn  Dempsey 


“Raspberry  Beret” 
-  Prince 
Taeyler  Gygi 


“Hollaback  Girl” 
-  Gwen  Stefani 
Amelia  Pena 


“Gold  Digger” 

-  Kanye  West 
JonathanAnglese 


Bianca  Brown 
Madalynn  Brummit 
Alexa  Buckrop 
Vanessa  Burney 
Haley  Burroughs 
Ziare  Cade 
Angela  Camargo 
Emma  Caraveo 

Hope  Carey 
Alexa  Carpenter 
Genaro  Carrillo 
Caleb  Carroll 
Kayleigh  Cassatt 
Shaila  Christopher 
Anthony  Cimarrusti 
Danielle  Clark 


Dante  Clark 
Terry  Clark 
Anntonia  Clay 
Malin  Coakley 
Colin  Colbrese 
Amirre  Coleman 
Logan  Conner 
Veronica  Contreras 
Villagomez 

James  Cooke 
Madison  Coopman 
Angelina  Cortez 
Bukuru  Coudray 
Malorie  Cox 
Christopher  Crane 
Matthew  Crone 
Carter  Cumberworth 

Lauren  Cunningham 
Hannah  Dale 
Alexis  Davis 
D'Angilo  Davis 
Tristinn  Davis 
Savannah  Debus 
Lauryn  Dempsey 
Amy  Dennhardt 
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Sophomores  showcase 
sayings  they  use  all  the 
time 


] 


IT 
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"Oh. 

fiddMeAtiokA'!'' 
-  Gwen 
Waggoner 


"lAJubbo, 
JjuJsba ■  Obuk 
2U" 

-Tristinn 

Davis 


"fyMooct/" 

-  Shaila 
Christopher 


"Jk. 

-  Zoe  Veasey 


«  n» 
J  i 


m 


canceAn&d. 


-  Emma 
Wahlmann 
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Madelynn  DePover 
Vin  DeVore 
Nishemezwe  Diane 
Joseph  Dilulio 
Aysia  Dixon 
Marice  Dodd 
Sydney  Dorman 
T revor  Dorsam 

Kiowa  Dove 
Sja’Lell  Downing-Mims 
Hannah  Drish 
Angelina  Dunker 
Alayah  Edgerson 
Ashaun  Emory 
Nils  Empen 
Anthony  England 

Vincent  Esposito 
Aden  Euring 
JaLonnie  Facen 
Sven  Findlay 
Madolynn  Finley 
Uwimana  Florence 
Alejandro  Flores 
Marquez 
Janet  Flores-Hernandez 

Andrew  Forsterling 
Kelsey  Freeman 
Morgan  Freeman 
Payton  Fuller 
Angel  Garcia 
Jasmin  Garcia 
Tyler  Garrison 
Xavier  Gasper 

Annaca  Gates 
Jada  Gay 
Taj  Gay  lor 
Nshimirimana  Gerardine 
Tiana  Glaski 
Pedro  Gonzales-Moreno 
Raina  Goossens 
Tye  Gordon 


Davion 

Wilson 

“It  is  great  and 
exciting  to  be  playing 
with  the  older  guys.” 


“Everything  feels 
more  exciting.” 

Hannah 

Simmer 


Shay 

Robinson 

“It  is  a  great 
accomplishment.” 


“The  games  are  faster, 
more  aggressive,  and  the 
intensity  is  higher.” 

Isaac 
Almanza 


Sophomores  Playing  Varsity 


Emily  Granados 
Carlos  Granja 
Magdalene  Granja 
Jarrett  Gripp 
Hayley  Grunewald 
Jesus  Guerrero 
Arrian  Gunter 
Solomon  Gustafson 

Victor  Guzman 
Taeyler  Gygi 
Jacob  Hamburg 
Samantha  Hankins 
Darian  Harding 
Tyler  Harmon 
Antonio  Harper 
Kylie  Harrington 

Kaleb  Harrison 
Ishon  Harvey 
Mason  Harvey 
Liam  Haskill 
Jayla  Hathorn 
Tayelor  Hemphill 
Flavio  Hernandez- 
Rodriquez 
Jaime  Hill 

Jordyn  Hinton 
Montana  Hogan 
Anastasia  Holmes 
Taurean  Holtam 
Ryan  Holtan 
Margaret  Honeycutt 
Izaya  Hooks 
Nadia  Horice 

Spencer  House 
Quincy  Houston 
Aaliyah  Houston-Lyle 
Ywa  Hay  Htoo 
Crystal  Hughes 
Ndayikengurukiye 
Jacquiline 
Jayvionna  Jalloh 
Mabelle  Jimenez 


SOPHOMORES 


HOLLYWOOD  DREAMS 


P*If  you  could  he^l 
I  on  any  TV  show,  I 
I  what  would  it  be?| 


The  Walking  Dead”  “That’s  So  Raven” 
-  Kevin  Kolls  *  Sabrina  Strong 


“The  Fosters”  “The  Middle” 

-  Abigail  McDonald  -  Jazzmin  Rochelle 


“The  Flash” 

-  Adia  Palmer 


“Grey’s  Anatomy” 
-  Payton  Fuller 


“Pretty  Little  Liars” 
-  Gwendalyn 
Waggoner 


“The  Suite  Life  of  Zack  & 
Cody" 

-  Sja’Lell  Downing-Mims  39 


Abigail  Johnson 
Ashley  Johnson 
Tavia  Johnson 
Jyasmeen  Jones 
Peyton  Jones 
Shania  Jones 
Butoyi  Joselyne 
Seth  Kachevas 

Fabris  Kasukulu 
Lexaya  Kelley 
Marlon  Kelley 
Jaishon  Kennedy 
Alex  Kern 
Malachi  Key 
Nu  Nu  Khin 
Evan  Kidwell 

Collin  Killian 
Thang  Kim 
Elale  Kimba 
Ethan  Kirkpatrick 
Brad  Klinedinst 
Dalton  Klundt 
Kevin  Kolls 
Ethan  Kopplin 

William  Kosgard 
Tristan  Lambert 
Aidan  Lavino 
Brandon  Lawver 
Robert  Lee 
Ariana  Leeson 
Emily  LeVan 
Jayliyah  Lewis 

Kendell  Lewis 
Ceu  Lian 
Abigale  Lindquist 
Anthony  Lioen 
Kaleb  Littlejohn 
Mimembe  Lolonga 
Clarissa  Lopez 
Fatuma  Louise 


Six  Word  Stories  s®ph$m®nss 


“Milk 

chocolate 
takes  no 
unwilling 
prisoners!” 

Morgan  Nesbitt 


“I  don’t 
need 
friends, 
they 

disappoint.” 


Dylan  Winstead 


J.J.  Willhite 


Matt  Crone 
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H  “Laugh  a 

lot,  cry  a 
little.” 

Julia  Nash 


“Disappointment 
—  helped  push  me 
1 1  further 

I  academically.” 

I 

ft 

Aaliyah  Houston-Lyle 


Darquez  Lovelady 
Kyla  Lovell 
Zachary  Ludwig 
Michael  Machuca 
Kaitlyn  Mandel 
Tristan  Mandel 
Michael  Manthe 
Spencer  Mar 

Ellie  Maranda 
Briseidy  Marin-Lopez 
Karla  Marquez  Gutierrez 
Dominic  Martin 
Zachary  Martin 
Alejandro  Martinez 
Daniela  Martinez 
Aminia  Mashimango 

Mantral  McClary 
Roman  McCoy 
Andrew  McDuffy 
LaShae  McDuffy 
Ashley  McGinnis 
Isaiah  McGowan 
Jesse  McVey 
Carlos  Medina 

Gustavo  Medrano 
Austin  Meirhaeghe 
Rebekah  Mencia 
Alexis  Merchant 
Tristan  Metzger 
Brenden  Mildren 
Tymseta  Miles 
Kibriyaa  Millbrook 

Jalen  Miller 
Nicole  Mital 
Aamiyah  Mitchell 
Isabel  Mizlo 
Vanessa  Mojica 
Hsar  Moo 
Kejuan  Moore 
Paige  Moore 


Henry  and  his 
older  brother, 
Isaac,  pose 
with  his  car, 
Martha. 


MacKenzie  Noppe 

Kenzie  poses 
with  her 
Beetle. 
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Henry  Thompson 


Kaylee  Morris 
Isaiah  Morrow 
Lily  Mosher 
Heather  Motley 
Eh  Mu  Mu 
Paw  Mu 

Messiah  Muhammad-Ali 
Austin  Muller 

Daniel  Mulongecha 
Caresse  Murphy 
Julia  Nash 
Jamal  Nelson 
Morgan  Nesbitt 
Ryan  Nickel 
Valeur  Nkurikiyinka 
MacKenzie  Noppe 


vtxn 


Bonoface  Nsabimana 
Ye  Nwet 
Elyse  O’Brien 
Franchesca  Owens 
Lucas  Owens- Faucett 
Adia  Palmer 
Olivia  Panegos 
Tyler  Parr 

Eh  Kru  Paw 
Hser  Hser  Paw 
Lah  Paw 
Logan  Pearce 
Amelia  Pena 
Caillou  Pendelton 
Josie  Pennington 
Brayan  Perez 

Diego  Perez 
Maria  Perez 
Moiraann  Perez 
Yvette  Perez-Gomez 
Luke  Pitford-Goranson 
Santana  Pizano 
Larissa  Pothoven 
Josiah  Prunty 


Jesus  Puga 
DeMya  Pugh 
Makayla  Quinones 
Rafael  Ramirez 
William  Reyes-Rosales 
Natalie  Rickels 
Kaleem  Robinson 
Shay  Robinson 

Jazzmin  Rochelle 
Joshua  Rodgers 
Layla  Rodriguez 
Donovan  Rogers 
Natalia  Rosales 
Daniel  Rosenthal 
Ethan  Ross 
Kaleb  Rossi 

Richard  Roth 
Brock  Rottman 
Juliana  Rounds 
Anna  Rowell 
Kailyn  Sanders 
Lorenzo  Sarver 
Eh  Lar  Say 
Kmwe  Say 

Katarina  Schultz 
Adria  Scott 
Morganne  Scott 
Tereza  Sefu 
Alfa  Sehinda 
Nathaniel  Sharpe 
Hae  Ni  Sher 
Katherine  Shewell 


Benjamin  Smith 
Semaj  Smith 
Manirumva  Sonia 
Pamela 
Uwamahoro  Sophie 
Leslie  Soriano  Navarrete 
Perla  Sosa 
Shaneeya  Soumare 
Kegan  Spears 

Vontae  Starks 
Nathan  Steinbeck 
Matthew  Stern 
Alec  Straw 
Sabrina  Strong 
Blayne  Suggs 
Madison  Sunlin 
Cody  Swisher 

Minani  Sylvani 
Gracie  Taber 
Samuel  Tauke 
Donterrius  Terrell 
Lidya  Tesfamichael 
Kerry  Thomas 
Kierra  Thomas 
Henry  Thompson 

Ashton  Timm 
Tyler  Tipton 
Joshua  Toliver 
Kyle  Treimann 
Bailey  Tripilas 
Myles  Turner 
Phoenix  Ullrick 
Jayden  Upton 

Quincy  Urquieta-Goeden 
Jaiden  Vancoillie 
Zoe  Veasey 
Dreyko  Veronie 
Carson  Verstraete 
Anthony  Voss 
Gwendalyn  Waggoner 
Emma  Wahlmann 


“Mrs.  Parer  is  my 
favorite  teacher 
because  she  is 
funny.” 

-  Spencer  House 


“Mrs.  Randolph  is  my 
favorite  teacher 
because  she  is  chill, 
and  always  willing  to 
work  with  you.” 

•  Dominic  Martin 


“My  favorite  teacher  is 
Ms.  Clough  because 
she’s  super  chill.” 

-  Ella  Engholm 


“My  favorite  teacher  is 
Mrs.  Randolph 
because  she’s  always 
nice  and  makes 
learning  fun.” 
Kailyn  Sanders 


Favorite  Teachers 

Mrs.  Anderson  /s  mu 

°hZ,e  teache' because 
e  is  always  qettinn 
involved  and  making^ 
difference  in  our  school 
system.” 

' Dy,an  Winstead 


my 


“Mrs. 

tavot'W  ®  aWaVs 

bfsame^<dV^rK 

^e\psme  n\ce. 

^avdefuptoo 


Raghen  Walker 
Shae-Lynn  Walker 
Alijah  Walker-Lee 
Kaitlyn  Welsh 
Haley  Westfall 
Cloe  White 

Emily  Wilburn-Sanders 
Kowen  Wilhelm 

Jeremiah  Willhite 
Breona  Williams 
Dystn  Williams 
Kristen  Williams 
Taliyah  Williams 
Kisubi  Wilondja 
Mayundo  Wilondja 
Nshimirimana  Wilson 

Tavian  Wilson 
Dylan  Winstead 
Cole  Winter 
Harley  Winters 
Amber  Worthman 
Isabella  Wright 
Vantasia  Wright 
Jacob  Wyers 


Sophomores  th  z)Rfy(2.c£ 


CW  Sophomores '  Events 


Caresse  Murphy 

Bowling 


“It’s  competitive,  but  fun. 
We  get  to  travel  and  go 
against  a  lot  of  other 
teams.” 


Tristinn  Davis 

Band 

“I’m  in  band.  I  really  enjo) 
it.” 


Josiah  Prunty 

Orchestra  Concerts 

“I  just  love  the  music.” 


Siobhan  Dunn 

Theater 


“I  love  theater  because  I 
love  the  entertainment 
that  the  school  plays 
bring  to  us.” 


Hayley  Grunewald 

Football 


“I  like  hanging  with  my 
friends,  and  having  a 
good  time.” 


Kevin  Kolls 

Choir 

“I  like  to  sing  and  have 
fun  in  the  class.” 
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IRElMIffi 


FASHION  SAVVY  STUDENTS 


"I  like  my  Vans 
because  they're 
my  go-to 
shoes." 


Bailey  Tripilas 


"My  leather 
jacket  is  a  pretty 
good  staple  item 
of  clothing.  It 
goes  with  almost 
anything." 


"I  like  my  Vans 
because  they 
go  with  most 
of  my  outfits." 


Dylan  Winstead 


Spencer  House  &  Eli  Simmons  & 

Libby  Ruckus 


Morgan  Nesbitt  & 
Fluffy 


Emily  Sanders  & 


Molly 


Raina  Goossens  & 
Koda 


Zoe  Veasey  & 
Juliet 


J  J.  Willhite  & 
Lily 


Savannah  Debus  & 
Charlie 
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RST  TIME 


When  you  walk  through  the  doors  on 
your  first  day  of  high  school,  it  might 
be  a  little  intimidating.  You've  got 
three  floors  and  two  concourses  to  get  lost  in. 
You'll  go  to  seven  new  classes  and  meet  seven 
new  teachers.  You'll  get  involved  with  new 
clubs  and  sports,  and  meet  new  people.  You 
might  meet  the  person  who'll  turn  out  to  be 
your  best  friend,  or  the  teacher  who  will  inspire 
your  career  choice.  Sooner  or  later,  the  people 
you  meet  turn  into  family,  and  make  you  feel 
truly  welcome.  These  bonds  guide  you  through 
the  ups  and  downs  of  your  first  year  of  high 
school.  By  the  time  your  first  Homecoming  rolls 
around,  as  you're  putting  up  red  and  gold 
balloons  in  the  hallways,  cheering  at  the  game, 
and  getting  ready  for  the  dance,  you  find 
yourself  feeling  more  at  home  than  ever.  At 
that  moment,  you  realize  you're  a  Rock  now. 
The  old  rivalries  of  Washington  and  Edison  no 
longer  matter.  What  does  matter  is  the  place 
that  brought  you  and  your  peers  together-  the 
Rock.  There  are  so  many  opportunities,  and  so 
much  time  left  to  enjoy  your  high  school 
experience.  This  is  when  you  decide  what  you 
want  to  do  with  your  time  at  Rocky.  You've  got 
four  years  ahead  of  you.  It's  time  for  you  to  get 
started. 


Ali  Abdullah 
Lyric  Abrams 
Keaton  Adams 
Tristian  Adams 
Yuliana  Aguilera 
Jose  Aguilera- Rico 
Griselda  Aguirre 
Terrell  Akers 

Miguel  Alba 
Natella  Alieva 
Niyomukiza  Alistide 
Breanna  Allen 
Jevantez  Allen 
Ysabella  Almanza 
Alayna  Amidon 
Jaerica  Anderson 

Nathaniel  Anderson 
Raymond  Anderson 
Francisco  Andrade 
Montana  Andrew 
Kameron  Andrews 
Juan  Arreguin-Cardenas 
Tabitha  Ashpaugh 
Migambi  Athanas 

Kairee  Atwater 
Aaliyah  Austin 
Mario  Balandran 
Tatum  Baldwin 
Calvin  Banks 
Emiliano  Barrera 
Lukas  Beckman 
Trevor  Beckman 

Lainey  Benson 
Cameron  Bergheger 
Karolina  Bergheger 
Aubry  Berry 
Silas  Best 
Samuel  Bishop 
Sebastian  Black 
Haley  Blair 


Freshman 


Who’s  Your  Favorite? 


'SMITH  BECAUSE  HIS 
DIFFERENT  STTLJ 
TEACHING  WORKS 
WELL  FOR  ME/ 


Eleanor  Blew 
Natalia  Bolinger 
Isaac  Boswell 
Kallee  Bowling 
Logan  Boyle 
Tyler  Bragg 
Logan  Braun 
Jaylen  Breackenridge 

Calvin  Brown 
Emily  Brown 
Jaylen  Brozovich 
Jamere  Burrage 
Emily  Bush 
Zariah  Cade 
Ashlynn  Canfield 
Jose  Cantu 

Keegan  Carnahan 
Makenna  Carothers 
JaRaya  Carr 
Eduardo  Carrillo 
Antoine  Carruthers 
Payton  Cassidy 
Selena  Caudillo 
Carlos  Cervantes 

Yesaya  Chan 
Maura  Chandler 
Xavior  Chandler 
Adam  Chaney 
Rosanna  Cisneros 
James  Clark 
LaMiracle  Clay 
Ariana  Clinton 


Hannah  Close 
Carson  Conger 
Ashlee  Conner 
D’Leyah  Conner 
Lucas  Cook 
Chloe  Cooper 
Madison  Cordray 
Raina  Cox 


JumIo>c  l-hali  to 


“I  like  it  a  lot  better  than 
middle  school.  There  are 
more  opportunities  and 
freedoms.  Who  wouldn’t 
like  it?” 


“It’s  not  that  bad!” 


“I  like  the  concourse. 
It  helps  me  get  to  my 
classes  on  time." 


“It's  very  different  from 
middle  school  because 
the  kids  are  a  lot 
bigger.  Some  of  the 
kids  have  mustaches." 
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LaKendra  Craig 
Destiny  Cribbs 
Ty  Culver 
Elizabeth  Cupp 
Austin  Dahlgren 
Tatiana  DeAnda 
Cassidy  DeMeyer 
Mason  Detert 

Brayden  Diaz 
Elaina  Dill 
Hannah  Dill 
Mason  Dillard 
Avery  Donaldson 
Kiley  Douglas 
Asha  Doukoure 
Isabel  Drish 

Siobhan  Dunn 
Colby  Dyer 
Hailey  Elerick 
Jace  Elerick 
Evan  Elliott 
Riley  Ellis 
Renee  Farmer 
Brooklynn  Farrance 

Joseph  Ferguson 
Mason  Finch 
Austin  Fisher 
Jacob  Fleuter 
Vanessa  Flores 
Niyogushima  Florette 
Angelina  Fragogiannis 
Alexis  Fuller 


KI1MIMI  Fa  vs 


Terrell  Akers-. 
'Having  Rock:  Time 
instead  of  advisory 
is  my  new  f  avorite 
thing  at  Rocky.' 
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Brooklynn  Larson: 
'Having  basketball 
gym  instead  of 
regular  gym.  I  do 
what  I  love  every 


day.' 


'*>N 


JaR.aya  Carr-. 
'My  new  f  avorite 
thing  about  being 
in  high  school  is 
the  freedom.' 


Jose  Cantu*. 
'My  favorite  thing 
was  meeting  the 
new  teachers.' 


Amador  Goeden 
Noe  Gonzalez 
Tristan  Goodman 
Albany  Gray 
Cienna  Gray 
Pharoah  Gray 
Jalie  Green 
Christian  Grimm 

Alyssa  Groothaert 
Meeya  Guerrero 
Ihubok  Habona 
Leticia  Haidara 
Robert  Hall 
Jaquan  Hankerson 
Jacksen  Hansen 
Julian  Harris 

Javier  Harrison 
Quinn  Harty 
Mickeal  Harvey 
Carenn  Hayes 
DaViona  Hearn 
Tia  Hearn 

Charly  Heber-Spates 
Mason  Hedburg 

George  Henderson 
Kyle  Hendricks 
Emily  Hernandez 
Cearra  Hickman 
Ja'Kye  Hill 
Ethan  Hinds 
A’Lyeshanique  Hines 
Delaney  Hoing 

Valerie  Holland 
Corbin  Hollars 
Ashondria  Holmes 
Addison  Holub 
Alonzo  Horne 
Malik  Horne 
Gabrialle  Horton 
Bernard  Howard 


^ res  Amen 


“I  had  an  awesome 
freshman  Marching 
Band  experience!  One 
of  my  most 
memorable  moments 
was  our  first 
competition.  We  won 
1  st  place  and  Grand 
Champion.  I  was  so 
proud!" 

-  Eleanor  Blew 

“My  favorite  part  about 
Marching  Band  was 
playing  in  Indy.  There 
were  so  many  fun 
things  we  did,  but  that 
was  the  best!" 

-  Calvin  Banks 


“The  people  I’ve  met 
on  this  journey  have 
been  so  inspiring! 
Joining  Marching 
Band  was  probably 
one  of  the  best 
decisions  I’ve  made 
my  freshman  year!" 


-  Karolina  Bergheger 


“My  freshmao^ 
marching  yearns  one 
of  the  best  e>^Fiences 
of  my  life^me  best 
things  fr^phis  season! 

wer^Kting  Grand^ 
ChaoMon  at  Plai^po. 
thqs^bA  mix  up^^d  all 
f  the  dahy 

-  RaymyO  Anderson 
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Reese  Hoyer 
Spae  Htway 
Alexandria  Hubbard 
Austyn  Hulsey 
Ian  Hussey 
Juan  Pablo  Ibarra 
Miranda  Igo 
Emma  Ingram 

Rachelle  Iradukunda 
Leon  Isaac 
Armani  Jack-Hall 
Jaden  Jackson 
Precious  Jackson 
Omina  Jagusah 
Jesse  Jenkins 
Jaydrien  Jennings-Bailey 

Daniel  Johnson 
JaQuez  Johnson 
Kyah  Johnson 
Kyle  Johnson 
Ravon  Johnson  Taylor 
Cortez  Jones 
Destani  Jones 
Julius  Jones 

MaKayla  Jones 
Tiara  Jones 
Paulo  Josefu 
Ugeziwe  Joseph 
Suhair  Juma 
Irambona  Jusele 
Alex  Kaalberg 
Aisley  Kask 

Danae  Keegan 
Madison  Keever 
Gage  Kelley 
Isaiah  Kerr 
Andrew  Kibling 
Chloe  Killian 
Terrionce  Kitchen 
Jonathan  Knuth 


ROCKS  ty. 

Qtttona,  OruA&tiMid 


WA 


I  oved 
p'  iyinrj  mv 
istriime' 
and  i  nef  :• 

something  to 

"rep  me 
five  over 
hh®  Summer. 
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vHii 

hinS 

1CK  * 


^njjrtg  related 


I  lovs 
march* 
banc 
because  I 
learned  you 
can  have  a 
family  without 
related 
them. 


1  9i 
involve 

Love  Girli 
magazine 
through  my 
cousin,  who 
senior 
itor. 


Brooke 

Miller 


TaNyha 

Nimmers 


Nicholas 

Yates 


I  liked 
atmospl 
and  t 
people 
around.  I 
liked  going 
different 
and 


JW  1  j°ine9  ^  musSl^ 

^  basketball  to  theatre 


I  joinei 
basketba 
stay  out  of 
trouble  and 
to  do 
)mpthing 
jve 


experience  it 
provided. 


something  fo^poop 
positive.  ^t^^ 


I  lov 
musij 
theatre 
because  it 
creates  a 
new  world 
to*  people  to 
t  in. 


Shahib  Kouyate 
Hser  Kpaw 
Chayanna  Kraus 
Ean  Kress 
Paw  Zaw  Krin 
Bryan  LaGran 
Victoria  LaMay 
Kane  Lard 

Jaiden  Latcham 
Nay  Lay 

Darany  Ledesma 
Sher  Lei 
Connor  Leistiko 
December  Lewis 
Kerrigan  Lewis 
Manuel  Limon 

Justice  Lockhart 
Maung  Loe  Loe 
Mimembe  Lolonga 
Clevon  Long 
Gavin  Long 
Rachel  Loomis 
Jennifer  Lopez 
Jonathan  Lopez  Perez 

Mason  Love 
JaQuon  Lue 
Dylan  MacDonald 
Neema  Manasse 
Janvier  Maniragaba 
David  Marceleno-Robles 
Asia  Matthews-Miller 
Abigail  May 

Jasmine  McAfee 
Breanne  McCarty 
Deja  McCray 
Zion  McDuffy 
Ella  McKinley 
Marte’  McKinney 
Roberto  Mendez 
Juan  Mendoza-Perez 


Role  Models  [Who  the  Freshmen  Look  Up  To] 


Isabel  Drish  &  Jada  Harris: 

“I  look  up  to  Jada 
because  she  is  very  kind 
and  funny.” 


Jonathan  Knuth  &  Hannah 
Knuth:  “I  look  up  to  my  big 
sister,  Hannah,  because  she 
made  the  start  of  my  high 
school  experience  more  fun 
and  welcoming.” 

Lainey  Benson  &  Kieran 
Benson:  “Kieran  is  my  role 
model  because  she  sets  a 
good  example,  and  she’s  my 
sister,  and  I  love  her.” 


Ella  McKinley  &  Shannon 
Kenney:  “She  is  my  role 
model  because  she  has  a 
strong  work  ethic,  and  is  just 
kind  to  others.” 


Ben  Samuelson  &  Bryce  Kent: 
“I  look  up  to  Bryce  because  he 
goes  into  soccer  games  with  a 
good  attitude,  and  I  want  to  be 
just  like  him.” 


Sher  Lei  &  Emily  Laughlin 
“Emily  is  a  good  role  model 
because  she  inspires  me  to 
be  better  at  tennis,  and  she 
works  very  hard  at 
practices.” 


Antonio  Metcalf 
Romeo  Metcalf 
Eric  Michaels 
Jazmyn  Miles 
Brooke  Miller 
Alex  Minani 
Taylor  Monson 
Eh  Moo 

Hser  Nay  Moo 
Allyson  Moore 
Diego  Moreno 
Leea  Mowery 
Amure'lvy  Murphy 
Leah  Murphy 
Michael  Nadeau 
Jordan  Neaveill 

Quinton  Nettles 
Bell  New 
Kalleigh  Nichols 
Gabriel  Nightingale 
Lyric  Nolin 
Gadi  Ntirandekura 
Alesia  Nunez 
Ethian  Nylin 

Ndayiragije  Odifax 
Raynn  Oechsner 
Olufemi  Ojelade 
Tiffany  O'Leary 
Macy  O'Mary 
Aliyah  Overton 
D’Andre  Owens 
Armonni  Parks 

Jazmeir  Parks 
Matthew  Patton 
Wesley  Pauley 
Benjamin  Pauwels 
Lily  Paw 
Emily  Pearson 
Jani  Pennington 
Ariana  Perez 


Playing  wtik  the.  Big  Rocks! 


[“My  goal  for  soccer  is  to  improve  on 
my  skill,  and  start  on  the  Varsity  team.” 

-  Jordan  Rice 

[“I  want  to  improve  on  my  speed  and 
agility,  and  start  playing  full  time  Varsity.” 
-  Migambi  Athanas 

[“My  goal  is  to  better  my  speed,  and  get 
stronger,  and  hopefully,  get  a  spot  on  the 
Varsity  team.” 

-  Devin  Swift 


Oakland  Perez 
Osvaldo  Perez 
Arrika  Perkins 
Louis  Pike 

Luke  Pitford-Goranson 
Roverto  Pizano-Alba 
Todd  Poe 
Jennifer  Poole 

Jared  Prather 
Addison  Price 
Amarah  Priddy 
TaNyha  Pugh-Nimmers 
Izabel  Rade 
Elizabeth  Ramirez 
Lizbeth  Ramirez 
Jose  Ramirez-Morales 


Elyanna  Ramos 
Andrea  Rangel 
Demario  Rankin 
Abbigale  Rasmussen 
Jayden  Rea 
Har  Ree 
Alexus  Reed 
Noah  Rettig 

Jordan  Rice 
Olivia  Rice 
Madysen  Richardson 
Zaide  Rivera 
Malique  Roberts 
Kandyce  Robinson 
Michael  Roelens 
Kaylea  Roessler 

Marriyon  Rogers 
Spiret  Rogers 
Kayla  Rohr 
Haylie  Roos 
Jazmin  Ross 
Brandon  Ruby 
Mbonigaba  Rugagaza 
Terrance  Russell 
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freshmen 

SPINNIN' 

-  AND  - 
SWIMMIN' 


SHAY  WRIGHT 

“It  never  gets  easier.  I 
just  get  faster.  I  have 
won  the  Fly  Over 
Series,  which  is  20 
races  in  4  states,  and 
more  medals  than  I  can 
count.  I  train  to  race 
and  I  race  to  train.” 

‘Photos  courtesy  of  Brady 
Prenzlow 


ALLYSON  SMITHSON 

“Being  a  freshman  is  kind 
of  intimidating.  My  favorite 
part  about  it  is  wondering 
how  I’ll  swim  when  I’m 
older.  It’s  also  really  cool 
to  know  that  I’m  an 
important  link  to  the  team 
in  my  first  year.” 


Kaba  Sakho  I 
Natalia  Salazar  I 
Benjamin  Samuelson  | 
Johny  San 
Dominic  Sanchez 
Mya  Sargeant 
Alisia  Sarver 
Dominic  Saucedo-Serra 

Paw  Say  I 
Say  Say  j 
Aisling  Schafer  ] 
Darian  Schavers 
Emma  Scott 
Audrey  Seams 
Nevaeh  Sedlack 
Miguel  Serna 

Anthony  Shawgo 
Kelvin  Shears 
Ni  Hae  Ler  Tha  Shee 
Genevieve  Sheriff 
Phillip  Shrake 
Samson  Shukuru 
Nora  Sierra 
Colton  Sigel 

Perry  Slater 
Treveon  Slater 
Darryl  Smith 
Hailey  Smith 
Kristina  Smith 
Myranda  Smith 
Tommy  Smith 
Allyson  Smithson 


Madeline  Smutzer 
Caitlin  Sodeman 
Hae  Soe 
Nay  Moo  Soe 
Thein  Soe 
Wah  Eh  Soe 
James  Sparks 


“I  love  watching  the  AVID 
students  try  to  figure  out  how  to 
make  a  marble  on  a  bandana, 
and  get  to  the  other  side  of  the 
room  for  team  building.  It  was 
frustrating,  but  it  was  also 
beneficial  for  them  to  learn  how 
to  work  with  each  other." 

-  Ms.  Johnson 


The  Next  Generation  of  Leaders 


“My  favorite  AVID 
memory  was  when  we 
were  doing  the  trust 
walks  in  the  hallway." 

-  Terrell  Akers 


“My  favorite  AVID 
memory  would  have  to 
be  guest  speakers.” 

-  Marriyon  Rogers 


“My  favorite  AVID 
memory  was  the 
scavenger  hunt.” 
-  Ravon  Taylor 


“My  favorite  AVID 
memory  is  group 
projects." 

-  Madison  Keever 


“My  favorite  AVID  memory  is  team 
building  with  my  class.” 

-  Maura  Chandler 


Ella  Spence 
Ethan  Sprague 
Dylan  Standafer 
Alexya  Stephens 
Sarah  Stevanovic 
Carter  Stone 
Devin  Swift 
Jaime  Swisher 

Trenton  Syler 
MaKayla  Talbot 
Mariyam  Talybova 
Anaysia  Tate 
Taw  Taw 
Heather  Taylor 
Thomas  Taylor 
Johnnie  Teague 

Erin  Teggatz 
Ashley  Testa 
Eh  Tha 
Siang  Thang 
Hay  Law  Thaw 
Min  Cho  Thaw 
Adriel  Thomas 
Victoria  Thomas 

Abagail  Thrap 
Shamarr  Tolbert 
Jayden  Toliver 
Jeremiah  Toliver 
Savannah  Turcotte- 
Cutkomp 
Darion  Upton 
Maria  Isabel  Valverde- 
Yepez 

Mariah  Vesey 
Stephen  Villarreal 
Jacob  Voigt 
Kyle  Waggoner 
Paw  Wah 
Paw  Wah 

Mackenzie  Walker-Lee 
James  Walls 
Courtney  Walton 


Mikayla  and  Madelynn  DePover 
“She’s  supportive,  and  we 
participate  in  different  activities 
agether.  like  swimming,  so  it's  good 
to  have  her.  It’s  also  good  to  have 
someone  there  for  me  to  have  my 
back." 

-  Madelynn  DePover 


Alex  &  Kyle  Gant 
“It’s  normal.  It’s  just  like  seeing  him 
at  home." 

-  Kyle  Gant 


Sammie  &  Emily  Hernandez 
“Well,  I  think  it’s  amazing  and  weird 
at  the  same  time,  because  I’m  not 
used  to  seeing  her  at  school,  but  it’s 
fun  to  see  and  talk  to  her  between 
classes." 

-  Emily  Hernandez 
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Rachel  Wangler 
Serah  Waqa 
Blakelee  Ward 
Tamyra  Warren 
Kemajeair  Washington 
Lemon 

Carlos  Waters-Kibble 
Remonea  Watson 
Lavonti  Wells 

Jaedyn  Whitbeck 
Taurean  White 
Paige  Whitmire 
Emma  Widick 
Daymion  Williams 
TyShawn  Williams 
Aaron  Willis 
Tosha  Wilondja 

De'Oveon  Wilson 
San  Da  Win 
Jamyah  Winter 
Jaydn  Winter 
Darrell  Woodson 
Alivia  Wright 
Shay  Wright 
Logan  Wyers 


rs  otomie======e 

SNACKS 


“Fruit  snacks  or  fruit 
chews  because  I  grew 
up  with  them.  When  I 
was  in  elementary 
school,  I  would  come 
home  and  eat  a  pack. 
It’s  probably  why  I’m 
obsessed  now." 

Emily  Bush 


"Hot  Cheetos  because 
it's  spicy  and  full  of 
love!" 

Hay  Law 
Thaw 


“My  favorite  snack 
would  have  to  be  Nacho 
Doritos  and  Mountain 
Dew  because  that  is  the 
perfect  snack-drink 
combination." 

Ben 

Samuelson 


"My  favorite  snack  is 
Skittles  because  I  like 
how  juicy  they  are  when  I 
put  a  lot  of  them  in  my 
mouth." 

Calvin  Brown 


"My  favorite  snacks  are 
fruits  because  they  are 
healthy." 

Natella  Alieva 
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Freshmen  Get  Involved 

ooooo 
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AYAYAYAYAYA 

AYAYAYAYAYA 

AVAVAVAVAVA 


those  around 


t  starts  with  an  interview.  Our  goal  from  our  very 
first  application  to  RIHS  is  to  inspire  any  student 
who  walks  through  our  doors.  We  work  to  write 
lessons  that  make  our  students  engaged  and 
interested.  We  want  them  to  develop  a  passion  for 
something  that  they  can  pursue,  whether  it  is  our 
subject  or  not.  We  grade  papers  far  later  than  we'd  like, 
and  we  consume  far  more  coffee  and  caffeine  than  we 
should.  We  are  so  proud  when  our  students  overcome 
challenges  they  take  on.  Watching  them  struggle  and 
then  succeed  is,  by  far,  the  best  part  of  what  we  get  to 
do  every  day.  We  try  to  instill  that  something  easily 
attained  is  rarely  valuable,  so  it's  ok  to  learn  through 
mistakes.  As  our  careers  continue,  we  no  longer  worry 
about  if  we  are  fashionable  or  understand  the  latest 
trends.  We  hope  we  can  still  inspire  students  to  do 
their  best,  learn  our  subjects,  and  most  importantly, 
become  better  people.  We  hope  that  we  still  have  fun, 
whether  we  are  riding  our  scooters  through  the  halls  or 
making  corny  jokes.  No  matter  where  we  are  in  our 
careers,  whether  we  are  just  starting,  working  through 
the  middle,  or  finishing  out  our  time  at  the  ROCK,  we 
hope  our  students  understand  how  special  of  a  place 
this  is.  We  have  chosen  to  spend  our  careers  here,  and 
we  believe  in  what  Rocky  does.  We  have  spent  our 
days  with  our  students,  and  with  our  colleagues  who 
have  become  our  friends  and  family.  Through  all  of  the 
tough  days  and  the  easy  days,  we  hope  we  have  done 
some  good,  and  inspired  those  around  us. 


James  Adams 
Lori  Alvarez 
Katie  Benson 
Nancy  Bittner 
Ron  Boardman 
Emily  Bohling 
Aaron  Buggs 
Andrew  Campbell 

Jennifer  Chewning 
Tim  Corwin 
Katie  Dennis 
Carol  Depron 
Connie  Hayek 
Keith  Dunker 
Christina  Dyer 
Scott  Dyer 

Dori  Foster 
Kathleen  Evanchyk 
Valerie  Garrison 
Bill  Gustafson 
Michelle  Greenwood 
Emmanuel  Hakizimana 
Kassie  Hannah 
Lisa  Donelson 

Shanley  McGlaughlin 
Jackie  Harms 
Keely  Hornick 
Allison  Jacque 
Linda  James 
Reshanda  Johnson 
Tyrone  Jones 
Stacy  Kel 


Chad  Kennelly 
Lisa  Lack 
Angela  Loebach 
Kris  Martens 
Jessica  Matherly 
Patricia  Matson 
Cheryl  McClendon 


pts  teachers  have  had 


Mrs.  Pearson 
would  have  wanted 
to  have  a  job 
outside.  “I  have 
always  been 
interested  in  nature 
and  animals,”  she 
explains. 
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Mrs.  Greenwood 
loves  watching  CSI 
and  Criminal 
Minds,  and  would 
have  liked  to  be  a 
criminal  profiler. 


Mr.  Gustafson 
would  still  want  to 
work  in  the  art  field. 
“I  would  have  liked 
to  have  done 
children’s  books  or 
story  boarding,”  as 
well  as  murals,  he 
explains. 


Mrs.  Young  would 
have  been  either  a 
firefighter  or  a  chef. 


Mr.  Smith  loves 
teaching,  but  if  he 
was  not  teaching, 
he  would  probably 
have  been  an 
electrician  with  his 
friends. 


Mary  Mendelin 
Katie  Mertel 
Mike  Mertel 
Patty  Mewes 
Anita  Mickelson 
Meghan  Miers 
Sarah  Miers 
Janna  Miller 

Eric  Moore 
Tammy  Morgan 
Beverly  Osborne 
Melody  Oswald 
P.  Nicholas  Pitz 
Gail  Pitcher 
Andrea  Parer 
Monica  Poe 

Carol  Pressly 
Kelly  Preston 
Norma  Ramirez 
Willie  Randle 
Amanda  Randolph 
Nicole  Regan 
Steven  Rogers 
Connie  Schwab 

Courtney  Stone 
Joann  Stribling 
Karla  Thies 
Shari  Thompson 
Maria  Trigueros 
Scott  Voigt 
Marissa  Walczak 
Jay  Wayland 


^  ^  Mti 

Mr.  Wolber  has  enjoyed  his  time  as  a 
Physics  teacher,  stating,  “I  like 
working  with  kids  and  helping  them 
understand  something  they  didn’t 
expect  to.”  Mr.  Wolber  jokingly  said 
he  may  miss  having  an  audience  in 
his  students  every  day,  but  more 
seriously,  said  he  will  miss  the 
chance  to  work  with  students.  Wolber 
will  finish  his  final  year,  and  leave  as 
a  very  cherished  teacher,  who  has 
positively  impacted  so  many  students 
VI57  over  his  time. 


Out  of  all  of  her  great  memories, 
Mrs.  Wolber  said  that  she  has 
enjoyed  working  with  her  students  at 
Rock  Island  the  most.  Some  of  her 
favorite  times  were  made  on  the  trips 
to  Costa  Rica  with  the  Environmental 
Action  Club.  If  Mrs.  Wolber  was  to 
leave  any  bit  of  advice  for  future 
students,  it  would  be  to,  “Find  what 
you’re  passionate  about  and  always 
push  yourself  to  achieve  your  goals.” 
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Mrs.  Harms  Mr.  Smith 
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“My  craziest  memory  was  when 
my  skirt  fell  off  in  the  middle  of 
class,  and  a  student  didn’t 
leave!” 

-  Mrs.  Hayek 


“One  time,  a  sparrow  flew  in 
from  the  hallway.  A  student 
screamed,  and  ran  out.” 

-  Mr.  Smith 


“I  once  left  a  kid  in  Chicago 
during  our  Brookfield  Zoo  trip 
and  the  mother  was  highly 
upset.” 

-  Mrs.  Anderson 


Staff  ©  ©  Swap 


Mrs.  Hayek  & 
Mrs.  Greenwood 


Mr.  Hoover 
&  Mr.  Bollaert 

’  "  ■  "  •  $  WHMl 


Mr.  Rogers 
&  Mr.  Corwin 


Ms.  Miers  & 
Kaiva  Goodman 


Mrs.  Matson  & 
\ laddie  Inman 


MaryEllen  Jackson 
&  Mrs.  Young 


Mrs.  Randolph 
John  Martin 


Sentimental  Staff: 


“There  have  been 
students  with  major 
hardships,  and 
watching  the  student 
body  pull  together 
and  support  the 
student  and  their 
family  has  been 
really  nice  to  see.” 

-  Mrs.  Greenwood 


“Coming  back  to 
school  after  my 
cancer  treatment 
and  just  going 
back  to  my 
normal  routine.” 

-  Mr.  Smith 


“The  time  I  taught  a 

lesson  about  the 
American  Disability  Act 
and  had  Mr.  Quick 
come  into  my  room 
and  answer  questions 
from  the  students.  I 
had  the  students  write 
him  thank  you  notes, 
and  that  was  a  very 
special  day  to  me.” 

-  Mrs.  Randolph 


“The  first  time  that  we 
played  at  BOA,  playing 
at  ILMEA  Allstate  and 
seeing  the  kids’  faces 
when  they  got  a 
standing  ovation,  and 
seeing  the  kids’  reaction 
when  they  won 
Valleyfest  in  2014. 
Those  are  the  memories 
that  stand  out.  I  just 
enjoy  seeing  the  kids 
have  a  good  time." 

-  Mr.  Carlin 


“My  favorite 
memory  is  getting 
little  notes  from  my 
students.  They 
always  say  such 
nice  things.” 

-  Mrs.  Bouchareb 


M’s.  Greenwood  Ms.  Young  Mr.  Stone 


THE  STAFF  I 


“Slytherin!” 

“I  personally  relate  to 
Professor  Snape.” 


(6 


Hufflepuff!” 

“I  would  be  Gryffindor,  but 
I’m  just  not  that  playful.” 


“RavendawT 

“I  wanted  to  be  Gryffindor, 

but  I  really  like  following  the 
rules,  and  I’m  not  very 
adventurous." 


“Gryffindor!” 

“I’m  a  confident 
leader  ’ 


Hufflepuffl 
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“I’m  patient,  dedicated, 
and  loyal.” 


“Slytherin!” 

“Harry  Potter  who?” 


Major  Changes  in  WID© 


I 


^wThirty-one  years  has  led  to  this  point.  Former  coach  and  teacher, 
athletic  director,  Michelle  Lillis  is  excited  to  get  this  new 
>ter  in  her  life  started.  “I  have  been  a  coach  since  I  was  16 
old.  Athletics  has  always  been  a  part  of  my  life,”  she 
ned.  As  she  coached  Boys’  XC  and  Girls’  Track  and  Field, 
Wor  athletics  grew.  As  a  former  assistant  principal,  she 
[anted  more.  “I  became  the  athletic  director  because  I 
d  more  opportunities  to  interact  with  students,  and  being 
the  athletic  director,  I  work  for  the  students,”  she  stated.  She 
^so  took  on  new  aspects  of  her  career.  “Being  the  athletic 
director,  I  have  to  deal  with  a  budget  and  schedule  buses  to  pick 
up  teams  for  meets  and  competitions,”  Lillis  explains.  Mrs.  Lillis 
is  not  only  Rocky’s  first  female  athletic  director,  but  also  the  first 
female  athletic  director  in  the  conference.  “The  one  thing  I  want 
people  to  get  from  seeing  me  as  athletic  director  is  to  do  what 
you  want  and  don’t  let  anything  get  in  your  way,”  Lillis  says. 


Mrs.  Schrup  is  an  E.L.  social 
studies  teacher.  She  describes 
her  experience  as  the  most 
wonderful  thing  in  the  world, 
although  it  can  be  tough.  The 
majority  of  her  students  come 
from  Tanzania.  Myanmar,  and 
Mexico.  At  Moline  High  School, 
there  was  an  E.L.  class  that  she 
was  interested  in.  and  grew  to 
love  the  students.  One  of  her 
difficulties  is  having  trouble 
talking  to  new  students.  "I  have 
to  be  especially  careful  so  I  can 
help  them  as  much  as  possible.” 


Mrs.  Wolber  is  an  E.L.  biology 
teacher.  She  says  having 
students  from  other  countries 
is  really  interesting,  as  you 
learn  about  their  countries 
and  cultures.  "You  can  see 
what  the  students  know,  and 
see  what  you  can  teach 
them." 

She  became  an  E.L  teacher 
because  she  was  excited  to 
work  with  E.L  students  and 
learn  from  them.  While  there 
are  always  challenges  during 
a  school  day,  Mrs.  Wolber 
works  hard  for  all  of  her 
students. 


Mr.  Duytschaever  has 
tons  of  fun  with  his 
students!  When  he 
started  teaching,  one  of 
his  classes  was  co¬ 
taught.  He  then  worked  to 
become  an  E.L.  teacher. 

Mr.  Duytschaever  has 
studied  5  languages,  so 
he  is  very  knowledgeable 
with  a  variety  of  different 
cultures.  His  love  of 
traveling  and 

experiencing  new  cultures 
provides  a  great 
atmosphere  for  his 
students  to  learn. 


Mrs.  Matherly  teaches 
E.L.  social  studies  and 
English.  She  says  her 
teaching  experience 
has  been  amazing. 
She  loves  meeting  the 
students,  getting  to 
know  their  cultures, 
and  how  different  each 
one  of  their  lives  are. 

She  promotes  a 
collaborative 
classroom,  where 
students  work 
together.  She  says,  “A 
lot  can  be  handled  with 
a  smile!” 


Mrs.  Trigueros  also 
teaches  E.L.  She  says 
that  it  can  be 
challenging,  but  also 
rewarding.  She  wanted 
to  teach  E.L.  because 
she  knows  there  are 
different  cultures,  and 
a  need  for  E.L. 
teachers.  She  says 
that  her  teaching 
experience  has  taught 
her  to  be  more 
understanding. 


75 


Circle 

Being  an  athlete  can  begin  at  any  age.  Some 
kids  pick  up  a  bat,  a  ball,  or  club  as  soon  as 
they  begin  walking.  Some  do  not  discover 
what  they  love  until  much  later.  Whether  you 
began  playing  because  your  parents  or  family 
encouraged  you  to,  or  if  you  picked  it  up  alone,  that 
does  not  matter  here.  Being  an  athlete  at  the  Rock 
means  having  the  best  sportsmanship  in  town, 
giving  1 10%  at  all  times,  and  making  difficult 
decisions  in  order  to  become  the  best  player 
possible.  Through  hours  and  hours  of  hard  work, 
dedication,  and  hard  times,  we  persevere  because 
that  is  what  we  do.  We  win,  we  lose,  we  break 
records,  we  laugh  and  sometimes,  we  even  cry,  but 
day  after  day,  we  all  come  back  to  the  games  we 
love.  Being  a  student  athlete  is  not  always  the 
easiest  undertaking.  We  have  late  nights  when 
getting  our  homework  done  seems  like  an 
impossible  task.  We  have  to  cram  studying  for  big 
tests,  even  when  we  are  exhausted.  Our  summers 
and  off  seasons  are  filled  with  additional 
tournaments,  practices,  and  workouts.  We  push  our 
bodies  to  the  limits,  just  to  make  sure  we  are  in  the 
best  shape.  Throughout  the  school  year,  we  run  on 
little  to  no  sleep.  But  somehow,  we  make  it  all  work. 

We  beautifully  balance  our  sports,  schoolwork, 
friends,  and  families.  Student  athletes  have  the 
opportunity  to  make  memories  and  friendships  that 
will  last  a  lifetime.  When  we  are  all  graduated,  we 
will  look  back  on  the  long  bus  rides  as  a  team, 
overnight  trips,  tournaments,  and  all  of  those  sweet 
victories,  and  be  grateful  for  all  the  sacrifices  we 
made.  You  only  get  4  years  to  be  a  student  athlete  at 
Rocky,  so  let's  make  them  count! 


on  the 


For  the  2017  season,  Rock  Island’s  Girls’  Tennis  Team  faced  many  challenges. 
With  a  young  team  shy  of  senior  leadership,  those  positions  were  up  for  grabs 
for  the  underclassmen.  Leadership  was  sought  by  juniors,  Emily  Laughlin  and 
Erica  Depoorter,  as  well  as  sophomore,  Zoe  Veasey.  Head  Coach  Chris 
Gabany,  with  13+  years  of  experience  playing  tennis,  believes  the  best  piece  of 
advice  for  tennis  players  is  to  “play  within  yourself.”  With  a  team  almost  twice  as 
large  as  last  year’s,  sophomore  leader,  Zoe  Veasey,  describes  the  team  as 
“loud,  diverse,  and  supportive.”  The  whole  team  gets  along  very  well  and  is 
always  having  fun  together.  After  two  overnight  trips  to  Springfield,  IL,  and 
Edwardsville,  IL,  the  Varsity  team  created  memories  that  will  last  a  lifetime. 
Junior  Erica  Depoorter’s  favorite  memory  is  the  car  rides  spent  as  a  team  and 
staying  at  the  hotels  together.  The  team  has  some  room  for  improvement,  but 
will  continue  to  improve  their  skills  throughout  strict  practices  and  off  season 
camps. 

By:  Emily  Laughlin 
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1st  Serve, 
Take  3! 
Kidding! 
It’s  a  joke! 

.  Zoe  Veasey 


Gabany,  I 
really,  really, 
really  dislike  you 
today. 

-  Emily  La 


What  if  your 
spirit  animal 
is  a  cal 

Elyse  O’Brie 


Does  anyone 
know  where 
Broski  is  today? 

-  Sher  Nay  Paw 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  Florence 
Uwimana,  Bell  New,  Heaven 
Simpson,  Analyssa  Hicks,  Erin 
Teggatz,  Jacquiline 
Ndayikengurukiye,  Elyse  O’Brien. 
Middle  Row  L  to  R:  MoiraAnn 
Perez,  Lily  Paw,  Eh  Lar  Say,  Sher 
Lei,  Paw  Gay,  Sher  Nay  Paw,  Say 
Say,  Volunteer  Coach  Don 
Hartwig.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Head 
Coach  Christopher  Gabany,  Erica 
Depoorter,  Emily  Laughlin, 
Madeline  Lelonek,  Zoe  Veasey, 
Jessica  Bell,  Lah  Paw,  Assistant 
Coach  Caitlin  Clough. 
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Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Sydney  Branson,  Hannah  Wright, 
Allison  Nickel 

Second  Row  (L  to  R):  Jeanette,  Natalia  Rosales,  Allyson 
Smithson,  Haylie  Roos,  Abigale  Lindquist,  Audrey  Seams, 
Kiley  Douglas,  Lily  Mosher,  Mani 
Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Head  Coach  Melissa  Messerschmidt, 
Mikayla  DePover,  Haley  Burroughs,  Anna  Rowell,  Maria 
Quilty,  Tristan  Lambert,  Madelynn  DePover,  Aaliyah 
Gosney,  Assistant  Coach  Drew  Wilson 
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The  2017  girls'  season  had  an  amazing  new  change  to  the  program;  they  added  a  new  head  coach.  Coach  Melissa  Messerschmidt 
js  the  first  ever  female  head  coach  in  the  history  of  the  program,  and  in  the  Western  Big  Six.  This  year,  the  girls  won  the  Western 
Big  6  swim  meet  for  the  first  time  in  21  years.  The  team  won  with  296  points.  They  got  first  place  in  three  events.  They  won  the  200 
Medley  Relay  consisting  of  Allison  Nickel,  Mikayla  DePover,  Sydney  Branson,  and  Hannah  Wright.  Wright  said,  “Winning  that  first 
relay  really  helped  push  us  to  keep  trying  our  best  the  rest  of  the  meet.”  DePover  won  the  1 00  fly  and  1 00  breast.  She  also  broke 
her  own  100  breaststroke  record  with  a  time  of  1 :07.31 .  “This  year,  the  girls  all  dropped  time  in  every  event  they  swam  at 
Conference.  That  has  never  happened  before  in  a  meet,”  Messerschmidt  said.  The  depth  of  the  team  was  what  really  pulled  it  off  for 
the  girls.  They  had  many  top  3  finishes.  The  girls  also  did  very  well  at  Sectionals,  where  they  came  in  3rd  out  of  16  teams.  The 
Medley  Relay  of  Nickel,  DePover,  Branson,  and  Maria  Quilty  broke  the  school  record  for  the  third  year  in  a  row.  “I  was  happy  that  I 
finally  get  to  see  my  name  up  on  the  record  board.  It  has  always  been  a  goal  of  mine,”  Branson  said.  Mikayla  DePover  also  made  it 
to  State  in  the  100  breaststroke,  with  a  time  of  1 :07.50.  DePover  had  a  great  experience  at  State,  where  she  maintained  her  time, 
and  moved  up  two  spots.  She  placed  37th  out  of  41  people.  Next  year,  the  team  is  hoping  to  win  the  Western  Big  6  again,  and  send 
more  people  to  State. 

By:  Mikayla  DePover 


Conference  Week  Theme 


Allison  Nickel 


Sydney  Branson 


Allyson  Smithson  Madelynn  DePover 


Tristan  Lambert 
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Varsity 

Front  Row  L-R: 
Kayla 
Depoorter, 
Hannah 
Simmer, 
Delaney  Kelley, 
Sarah  Kaha, 
Carlee  Camlin, 
Rachel  Simmer. 

Middle  Row  L- 
R:  Monica  Diaz, 
Emma 
Spurgetis, 
Janey  Harris, 
Kaylyn 
Lemmon,  Claire 
McKay. 
Back  Row  L-R: 

Coach  Kelly 
Young,  Coach 
Jody  Bell,  Amy 
Haskill,  Raghen 
Walker,  Coach 
Jacqueline 
Twing,  Coach 
Sydney  Sottos 


Sophomore  Team: 
Front  Row  L-R:  Madalynn 
Brummit,  Hae  Sher,  Kaitlyn 
Welsh,  Madolynn  Finley,  Eh 
Mu. 

Back  Row  L-R:  Coach 
Twing,  Ella  Engholm, 
Hannah  Simmer,  Morgan 
Freeman,  Lauryn  Dempsey 
Not  Pictured:  Amelia  Pena, 
Jamyha  Winter,  Cassidy 
DeMeyer,  Alivia  Wright. 


By:  Carlee  Camlin  and  Grant  Osborn 
Varsity  Volleyball,  this  season,  faced  some  hard 
challenges  within  their  schedule.  Captains  Claire 
McKay  and  Carlee  Camlin  led  their  team  with  hard 
work  and  enthusiastic  attitudes,  and  always  pushed 
them  to  do  their  best.  “Even  though  we  did  not  get 
the  turn  out  for  the  season  we  wanted,  we  still 
pushed  ourselves  every  day,  in  and  out  of  the  gym,” 


captain  my  senior  year.  I  take  my  i 
leadership  seriously,  and  always 
put  what  is  best  for  my  teammates 
before  my  own  wants  because  I 
love  my  girls!”  -  Claire  McKay 


Camlin  states.  “These  girls  are  very  unique  and 
funny.  They  always  bring  out  the  best  in  each  other, 
and  know  the  way  to  push  each  other  to  be  the  best 
that  they  can  be,”  McKay  explains.  Senior  Sarah 
Kaha  stated  that  her  favorite  memory  was  beating 
Alleman  at  home  for  Senior  Night.  “It  just  felt 
awesome  to  get  that  big  win  and  defeat  them  in  two 
sets.  I  was  proud  of  the  way  the  team  stepped  up 
and  played  hard  for  us  seniors,”  Kaha  explained. 
Coach  Young  stated  that  the  team  was  very  close 
and  created  a  great  bond.  “They  loved  to  always  help 
and  be  there  for  each  other.  We  went  on  lots  of  fun 
adventures,  and  made  friends  with  refs  and  bus 
drivers.  Carlee,  Ella,  and  the  team  manager  Alec 
cracked  jokes  and  lightened  the  mood  when  needed. 
Overall,  the  team  had  a  very  memorable  and  fun 
season,”  Young  explained.  “Despite  a  challenging 
season,  this  team  showed  great  potential  and  work 
ethic  for  the  future.  All  of  the  girls  showed  awesome 
bonding  and  enthusiasm  throughout  the  season, 
despite  the  outcome,”  McKay  explains.  The  2017 
Lady  Rocks  Volleyball  Team  has  showed  the  bright 
future  this  program  has. 


Freshman  Team: 

Front  Row  L-R:  Alivia  Wright, 
Mackenzie  Walker-Lee,  Cassidy 
DeMeyer,  Tanyha  Nimmers, 
Suhair  Juma. 

Middle  L-  R:  Kaylea  Roessler, 
Justice  Lockhart,  Emily  Pearson, 
Niyogushima  Florette. 

Back  Row  L-R:  Coach  Jody  Bell, 
Hannah  Close,  Asha  Doukoure, 
Tiffany  O’Leary,  Jamyah  Winter, 
Cearra  Hickman,  Caitlin 
Sodeman. 


Girls  Soccer 


The  Girls’  Soccer  Team  has 
greatly  improved  this  past  season, 
with  a  record  of  7-10.  Coach  Mertel 
said  he  tried  to  keep  his  team 
motivated  by  “taking  one  game  at  a 
time.”  Every  game  is  different,  but 
the  girls  kept  themselves  motivated, 
especially  for  Conference  games. 
“Before  our  games,  our  captain, 
Grace  Alongi,  would  blast  music,  and 
we  would  all  dance  and  get  super 
pumped  up  for  the  game,”  says 
Vanessa  Holland.  Playing  Moline  this 
year  was  one  of  her  favorite  games 
because  of  how  close  they  kept  the 
score,  and  all  her  teammates  were 
so  determined.  Another 
accomplishment  that  stood  out  to 
Mertel  was  how  close  the  girls  were, 
as  a  team.  He  stated,  “They  had 
chemistry  on  and  off  the  field,  and 
you  could  see  that  in  the  way  they 
played.”  This  year  was  definitely  one 
to  remember  for  the  Rocky  Girls’ 

Soccer  Team. 
By:  Dellaney  Anderson  and  Emma 

Osborn 


Right:  Taylor 
Sierens’  favorite 
memory  from  the 
season  was 
going  to  Arthurs 
after  every  home 
game. 

Left: 


against  the 
parents  in 
replacement  of 
their  Senior 


Right:  Zoe 
Replinger’s 
favorite 
memory  from 
the  season 
was  playing 
against  her  dad 
during  the 
Players  vs. 
Parents  Game. 


CAPTAINS’  CORNER 

“Pay  attention  to  what  they  are  taught  and  take! 
,it  seriously,  and  don’t  wrestle  scared.  Wrestle 
their  match,  and  go  hard  in  practice.” 

-  Victor  Guzman  III 

“It’s  going  to  be  tough.  It’s  going  to  hurt. 
You  won’t  want  to  be  there,  but  just  know 
in  the  end,  you  won’t  regret  sticking  it  out. 
It  will  only  make  you  a  better  person.” 

-  Alex  Gant 


WRESTLING  ROCKS 


The  Wrestling  Rocks 
strive  for  greatness  on 
andofUh^Tiat^h^^ 

2017-2018  season  for 
the  Rocks  was  one  that 
had  many  obstacles,  but 
like  any  other  hard 
working  team, 


“Qualifying  for  State  my  freshman  year.” 

-  Donovan  Rogers 


Varsity:  Top  Row  (Left  to  Right):  Coach  Jake  Boyd, 
Kendall  DeLaRosa,  Brandon  Lawver,  Donovan 
Rogers,  Coach  Dave  Duyvenjonck.  Middle  Row  (Left 
to  Right):  Coach  Joel  Stockwell,  Wonmen  Vah,  Ziare 
Yusuf,  Irambona  Jenvier,  Trevor  Dennis,  Coach 
Sepehr  Kallhor.  Bottom  Row  (Left  to  Right):  Manager 
Jocee  Bloyer,  Daniel  Rosenthal,  Victor  Guzman, 
Michael  Myers,  Jaiden  VanCoillie,  Devin  Phillips, 
Manager  Alexa  Buckrop. 

Not  Pictured:  Alex  Gant. 


“My  first  match  in  high  school.  I  walked  out  on  the 
mat  with  butterflies  in  my  stomach,  and  Coach  told 
me  to  pin  the  kid,  and  I  did  in  the  2nd  period.” 

-  Brandon  Lawver 


Freshman  Team 

Top  Row  (L-R):  Coach  Jake  Boyd,  Cameron  Bergheger,  Gabriel 
Nightingale,  Austin  Fisher,  Pharoah  Gray,  Jared  Prather,  David 
Marceleno,  Lucas  Cook.  Middle  Row  (L-R):  Manager  Jocee  Bloyer, 
Coach  Joel  Stockwell.  Joseph  Ferguson.  Jaydrien  Bailey,  Ben  Pauwels, 
Alex  Minani,  Beki  Habona,  Coach  Sepehr  Kalhor,  Coach  Dave 
Duyvenjonck,  Manager  Alexa  Buckrop.  Bottom  Row  (L-R):  Godi 
Ntiranbdekar,  Jaylen  Breackenridge,  Miguel  Serna.  Manuel  Limon,  Kyle 
Gant,  Trenton  Syler,  Keegan  Carnahan.  07 
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“Being  able  to  run  out 
of  the  tunnel  and  play 
ball  in  front  of  a 
roaring  crowd  is  just 
unbeatable." 


“Putting  on  the  Rocky 
jersey  means  a  lot  to 
me,  knowing  I  wanted 
to  while  growing  up, 
watching  the  Rocks 


“Playing  basketball 
all  my  life,  and 
seeing  how  much 
I’ve  grown  as  a 
player  is  just  crazy. 
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Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Ravon  Taylor,  Anthony  Metcalf,  Traveon 
Jefferson-Collins,  Jaylen  Brozovich,  Carter  Stone,  Calvin  Brown, 
Donovan  Garro.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R):  Xavior  Chandler,  Jaydn 
Winter,  Darryl  Woodson,  Darryl  Smith,  Colton  Sigel,  Trevor 
Beckman,  Tyler  Bragg,  Jamere  Barrage.  Back  Row  (L  to  R): 
Coach  Skelton,  Julian  Harris,  Devin  Swift,  Terrance  Russell,  Ben 
Samuelson,  JaQuon  Lue,  Perry  Slater,  Coach  Beck. 
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Coach  Thom  Sigel  and  the  Rocks  rolled  through  another  season, 
finishing  third  place  in  the  Big  6.  The  Rocks  worked  hard  this  season,  while 
facing  a  handful  of  tough  opponents  throughout  their  schedule.  Through 
the  highs  and  lows  of  the  year,  the  Rocks  stuck  together  during  it  all,  and 
always  supported  each  other.  While  the  Rocks  did  not  come  out  on  top  as 
Conference  Champs,  they  walked  away  with  a  Regional  Title  held  high 
above  their  heads.  Therefore,  the  year  of  201 8  will  be  added  to  the  wall  of 
Regional  Championships,  which  really  meant  a  lot  to  this  team.  They  are 
now  a  part  of  history,  as  well  as  a  legacy  that  will  be  left  for  upcoming 
players  and  teams  coming  through  Rocky,  in  the  following  years. 
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Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Alijah  Walker-Lee,  Romeo  Metcalf, 
Terrell  Akers,  Malachi  Key,  Taurean  Holtam,  Andrew 
McDuffy,  Tyler  Parr.  Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach  Colvin, 
Jordan  Rice,  Ravon  Taylor,  Amirre  Coleman,  Bukuru 
Courdray,  Coach  Baker,  Devin  Swift,  Trevor  Beckman, 
Colton  Sigel,  Coach  Johnson. 


“Watching  some  great 
players  come  through 
Rocky  really  made  me 
want  to  bypass  the 
achievements  that 
they  have  received.” 


“Being  a  part  of  the 
Rocks’  Basketball 
Team  really  made  me 
close  to  this  group  of 
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The  Rock  Island  2017  Boys’ 
Tennis  Team  had  a  very  fun 
and  memorable  season. 

Then  freshman,  M.J.  Stern, 
says,  “I  love  tennis.  I  am  very 
lucky  to  have  the  chance  to 
play.”  In  addition,  Coach 
Gabany  was  very  impressed 
with  how  the  season  went. 

The  team  faced  many 
challenges  throughout  the 
season.  The  boys  continued 
to  work  hard  against  the 
competition  from  other 
schools.  Then  freshman,  Nils 
Empen,  says,  “I  really  liked 
playing.”  Early  in  the  season, 
then  seniors,  Jerry  Hacker 
and  Josh  Teggatz  were 
elected  as  team  captains.  The 
duo  led  the  team  during 
practices,  and  served  as  role 
models  for  the  younger 
players.  As  the  season  came 
to  an  end,  the  team  truly 
bonded  as  a  family.Then 
senior,  Joshua  Teggatz  ended 
his  Rock  Island  tennis  career 
with  a  trip  to  the  State  Finals. 
This  was  Teggatz’s  second 
trip  to  State.  Overall,  the  team 
had  a  great  season  together, 
and  the  returners  will  continue 
to  work  in  the  off  season  to  be 
ready  for  next  season. 

By:  Emily  Laughlin 
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SENIORS 


Gahrii  Lee 


Mackenzie 

Munday 


Makayla 

Parkins 


Back  Row  L  to  R: 
Kailyn  Sanders, 
Ashley  Johnson, 
Miranda  Banks. 
Middle  Row  L  to 
R:  Vantasia 
Wright,  Mckenzie 
Brandt.  Front 
Row  Lto  R:  Adria 
Scott,  Tavia 
Johnson,  Jada 
Gay. 


Back  Row  L  to  R: 
Miranda  Igo,  Emily 
Hernandez,  Rachel 
Loomis,  Alexya 
Stephens,  Arrika 
Perkins.  Front  Row 
Lto  R:  Rachel 
Wangler,  Natalia 
Gabriel,  Madison 
Keever.  Not 
Pictured:  Amarah 
Priddy,  Raina  Cox, 
Keke  Washington 


The  score  is  tied,  and  there  are  three 
minutes  left  until  halftime.  You  can  hear 
the  Marching  Band  warming  up  in  the 
background,  and  the  stadium  lights  are 
right  on  you.  You  turn  to  the  crowd  to 
cheer  on  your  football  team  with  your 
classmates,  and  you  realize  that  this  is 
why  you  are  a  cheerleader. 

Klara  Arrington,  a  Varsity  senior,  knows 
this  feeling  all  too  well,  as  she  states  that, 
“Walking  through  the  tunnel  with  our 
team"  was,  by  far,  her  favorite  part  of 
football  cheer.  "The  feeling  is  undeniable." 
she  stated. 

Coach  Betsy  Larson  recognizes  the  love 
her  cheerleaders  have  for  Friday  night 
lights,  and  loves  being  able  to  give  the 
cheerleaders  the  opportunity  to 
experience  the  feeling  each  year.  Coach 
Betsy  sees  "the  growth  and  maturity  of 
the  seniors"  as  they  fall  in  love  with  the 
game  more  and  more  each  game  and 
season.  The  football  cheerleaders  are 
cheering  on  the  Rocks  all  the  way,  and 
will  always  have  pRIde  for  their  team  and 
their  school. 

By.  Mackenzie  Munday  and  LaTerionna 
Pugh 


There  have  been  some  big  changes  for  the 
Boys'  Swim  Team,  this  year.  The  team's 
various  first  year  members  are  met  with 
their  first  year  head  coach.  Drew  Wilson. 
Though  adjusting  to  change  is  never  really 
a  walk  in  the  park,  the  boys  seem  to  be 
doing  well.  "They've  really  bought  into  the 
program  I've  introduced,"  says  Wilson. 

"The  key  is  that  we  keep  some  of  the  old, 
get  rid  of  some  of  it,  and  add  new."  Several 
new  workout  styles  have  been 
incorporated  by  Coach  Drew,  in  an  attempt 
to  improve  overall  athleticism  among  the 
boys,  and  although  they  questioned  them 
initially,  they  have  since  changed  their 
tune.  "Getting  used  to  a  new  coach  and 
coaching  style  always  has  its  difficulties, 
and  every  new  decision  made  is  going  to 
be  met  with  a  certain  degree  of 
skepticism,"  says  3rd-year  swimmer  and 
team  captain,  Joshua  Kruckenberg.  "But  I 
believe  our  results  for  the  season,  so  far, 
speak  for  themselves."  It  is  apparent  that, 
from  promising  freshmen  to  senior  leaders, 
this  team  has  great  spirit  and  has  not 
hesitated  to  bring  their  A  game.  At  the 
Western  Big  6  Conference  Meet,  the  team 
placed  4th.  At  Sectionals,  the  boys  came  in 
5th  place  out  of  1  7  teams. 

By  Allison  Nickel 


Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach  Drew  Wilson,  Maxwell 
Steele*,  Jacksen  Hansen,  Jordan  Gale,  Chase  Spurgetis, 
Jeremy  Haynes-Lancour,  Zachory  Rettig,  Scott  Kerno, 
Armando  Calderon,  Joshua  Kruckenberg*,  Grant 
Osborn* 


Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Ryan  Nickel,  Eh  Tha,  Lin  Zaw,  Har 
Ree,  Rangga  Pratama,  Noah  Rettig,  Konnor  Kirkbride, 
Peyton  Jones,  Shay  Wright,  Eh  Yee,  Cory  Clemons 

*  Team  Captain 
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Joshua  Kruckenberg 
Maxwell  Steele 
Grant  Osborn 


Above  (Top  to 
Bottom): 

>  Ryan  Nickel  (So)  gets 
2nd  place  in  the  100 

backstroke. 

>  Nickel,  Osborn,  Steele, 
and  Jones  get  3rd  in  the 

200  free  relay. 

>  Scott  Kerno  (Jr)  gets 
3rd  place  in  the  200 
freestyle. 


Back  Row  L  to  R:  Coach  Shari  Thompson,  Charly  Heber- 
Spates,  Kristina  Mathews,  Coach  Tim  Thompson 
Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Maura  Chandler,  Josie  Pennington, 
Emma  Beierlein 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Abbi  Rasmussen,  Brooke  Farrance,  Ali 
Dillender,  Bailey  Tripilas 
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Flitting  inX^r 

By  Kristina  Mathews  (/  (/ 

This  season  was  a  whirlwind  for  the  Girls’  Golf  Team.  They  began  the  season  with  only  one  returning 
player  from  last  year,  Kristina  Mathews,  and  eight  new  golfers.  “I  was  nervous  at  the  beginning  of  this 
season.  With  that  many  new  people  on  a  team,  you  never  know  how  people  are  going  to  react  to  each 
other.  I  could  not  be  happier  with  how  everything  turned  out  in  the  end  though.  All  these  girls  showed  so 
much  growth,  and  we  all  grew  very  close  to  one  another.  I  could  not  be  more  proud  of  these  girls!”  says 
•Cristina  Mathews.  The  team,  as  a  whole,  grew  a  lot  over  the  season;  shedding  over  100  strokes  off  of 
heir  team  score  by  Regionals.  One  freshman,  Charly  Heber-Spates,  shot  a  106  to  qualify  for 
Sectionals,  and  both  Kristina  Mathews  and  Josie  Pennington  shot  107,  and  missed  qualifying  by  only 
me  stroke.  “I  was  upset  that  I  couldn’t  go  with  my  teammates  to  Sectionals,  but  I  was  still  excited  for  the 
ipportunity.  Even  if  I  didn’t  do  my  best  in  the  competition,  I  made  memories  I  will  never  forget,”  Charly 
sxplains.  Coach  Shari  Thompson  says  that  this  year  was  a  great  group  to  work  with.  “Their  hard  work 
nroughout  the  season  showed  in  the  improvement  in  their  play  and  their  scores  they  posted  from  the 
ieginning  of  the  season  in  comparison  to  the  end,”  Thompson  says.  The  girls  are  all  excited  to  see  what 
iext  season  will  bring  and  are  making  it  their  goal  to  qualify  as  a  team  for  Sectionals. 


Bailey 
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Pennington 
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Emma 

Beierlein 
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Another  Around 
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The  Rock  Island  Baseball  Program 
completed  another  season,  where  they 
worked  hard  to  be  successful.The  12-22 
Rock  Island  Rocks  placed  6th  in 
Conference.  Under  the  senior  leadership  of 
Dorn  Esposito  and  J.T.  Tauke,  the  team 
grew  closer  together.  “Friday  team  meals 
carried  over  into  players  getting  to  know 
each  other  better  and  forming  genuine 
bonds  with  each  other,”  said  Head  Varsity 
Coach  Jay  Wayland.  This  season,  the  team 
was  selected  to  play  a  grand  reopening 
game  at  the  newly  renovated,  historic 
Douglas  Park.  “What  started  as  a  run  down 
public  field,  turned  into  a  field  we  can  be 
proud  of,”  said  senior  Khyri  White.  Coach 
Jay  Wayland  is  happy  with  the  way  the  team 
has  played  this  year  and  the  past  couple 
years.  “We  played  some  younger  players 
below  500.  It  is  time  to  take  advantage  and 
become  a  local  leader  in  baseball,”  said 
Coach  Jay  Wayland. 

By:  Chance  Lauterbach  and  Nichole  Frels 


Right:  Sarah  Stevanovic 
competes  for  the  Rocks  during 
her  freshman  year. 


Above:  Heather  Motley  works 
hard  during  a  competition  to  help 
the  Rocks  win. 
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Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Captains  Lynzee  Quade  and  Heather  Motley.  Row  Two  (L  to  R):  Caroline  Hunwardsen, 
Caresse  Murphy,  Abby  Thrap,  Erin  Teggatz.  Row  Three  (L  to  R):  Bailey  Tripilas,  Arrika  Perkins,  Amanda 
Munson.  Hailey  Kress,  Angel  Lessard.  Row  Four  (L  to  R):  DeMya  Pugh,  Macy  O’Mary,  Karolina  Bergheger, 
Clarissa  Lopez,  Elyse  O'Brien.  Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Coach  Jim  Braet,  Alexus  Loeffler,  Alyssa  Long,  Sarah 

Stevanovic,  Payton  Fuller. 


The  Girls'  Bowling  Team  had  an  eventful  season,  with  11  tournaments,  which  included 
Regionals  and  Sectionals,  to  finish  the  girls'  season.  The  Lady  Rocks  finished  their  season  with  a  5- 
3  record  for  meets.  Caroline  Hunwardsen,  a  senior,  said  her  goal  was  to  make  it  to  State.  Even 
though  the  Rocks  did  not  make  it  to  State,  they  were  very  close  and  competed  well.  “We  were  53 
pins  away  from  making  it,"  she  explained. 

Despite  not  making  it  to  State,  the  girls  did  have  a  very  successful  season,  as  they  placed  first 
at  multiple  tournaments.  The  Lady  Rocks  look  to  continue  their  success  next  season  with  the  help 
of  a  great  group  of  underclassmen. 


Far  Left:  Bailey  Tripilas  watches  her 
ball,  as  she  competes  for  Rocky. 
Middle:  Caroline  Hunwardsen  led 
the  team  as  a  senior. 

Left:  Amanda  Munson  concentrates 
during  her  competition. 

Below:  The  Lady  Rocks  Bowling 
Team  not  only  worked  hard,  but 
they  enjoyed  learning  the  game  and 
becoming  a  team! 


Left:  Lynzee  Quade  competed  as  a  team  leader 
during  her  senior  year.  Throughout  her  last 
season  with  the  Rocks,  she  bowled  well! 

Above:  The  team  gathers  in  their  lane  to  cheer 
on  each  other  at  Sectionals. 
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Back  Row  Left  to  Right:  Coach  Sigel,  Calvin  Banks.  Kaleb  Rossi,  Sam  Tauke,  Caleb  Carroll, 
Alex  Kern,  Andrew  Polito,  and  Coach  Sharp 

Middle  Row  Left  to  Right:  Carson  James.  Lucas  Thieme,  Spencer  House,  Clayton  Price,  Andrew 
Beierlein,  Carter  Stone,  and  Cruz  English 

Front  Row  Left  to  Right:  Mason  Finch.  Cameron  Johnson,  Seth  Kachevas,  Logan  Curry,  Ashton 
Timm,  and  Colton  Sigel 

No  Rough  Shots  for 

Underclassmen 

By  Andrew  Beierlein  and  Jordan  Vesey 

Rocky  Golf  Team 

struggj^^^arsity  lacked  experienc^^Ujad  the  chance  to 
be  go^L  since  the  Varsity  Teai..  was  mad^^^f  one 
^^^^P^^^sopn^^^W^^^^^wniors.^bbe  season 
^pmnued,  a  lot  of  underclassmer^^^^^i  for  tl^^eam. 
Tike  newcomers  Colton  Sigel,  a  freshman  and  Caleb  ofcfpll, 
a  sophomore.  Coach  Sharp  said,  “By  the  ero^^^  seas 
we  were  a  strong  and  confident  team,  who  placed  ocr  bes 
Newcomer  and  freshman,  Colton  Sigel,  was  exc  Led  to  be  i 
Varsity  as  a  freshman.  He  said,  “It  feels  pretty  good  to  t 
playing  Varsity,  but  I  still  have  a  lot  of  off  season  wc^^Pdc 
get  better.”  In  all,  the  team  is  still  young,  with  a  lot  of^Binti| 
to  become  a  great  team.  Andrew  Polito  led  the  team]  this 
year,  for  the  Rocks.  “I  felt  that  I  needed  to  show  a  g^fl 
example  since  I  am  one  of  the  team  captains,"  Andrew  laid. 
Andrew  is  looking  forward  to  working  in  the  off  season  1o  help 
improve  his  team.  Andrew  Polito  believes  he  and/iis  Pam 
had  a  solid  season,  but  they  have  a  lot  to  improve  on  The 
Rocky  Boys’  Golf  Team  is  ready  to  work  in  tfj^^^ason, 
B£d  be  completely  ready  for  next  season 


Middle  Top:  Carson  James  is  ready  to 
sink  his  putt  at  Oakwood  Country  Club. 

Above:  Lucas  Thieme  watches  his  tee 
shot  at  Oakwood  Country  Club. 

Left:  Colton  Sigel  putts  from  off  the 
fringe  at  Oakwood  Country  Club. 


HOOVER ' S 


Lauren  Hall 
(Captain) 


Chrislyn  Carr 
(Captain) 


Dellaney  Anderson 


Sophia  Thomer 


Jameshia  Walls 


Alysse  Parker 


Nicos  McGowan 
(Manager) 


Sadaya 

Rodriguez-Jones 


Carolyn  Donaldson 
(Manager) 


SENIORS 
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Freshman  Team  Roster  2017-2018: 
#1  Brooklynn  Larson 
#5  D’Leyah  Conner 
#13  Remonea  Watson 
#15  Spiret  Rogers 
#21  Jamyah  Winter 
#22  Ariana  Clinton 
#23  TaNyha  Pugh-Nimmers 
#24  Alivia  Wright 
#29  Kandyce  Robinson 
#33  Albany  Gray 
#34  Cearra  Hickman 
#44  Jani  Pennington 


Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Henry  Hall,  Nicos  McGowan.  Thad  Hoover,  Carlee  Camlin,  Brea  Beal,  Anne  Awour, 
Dellaney  Anderson,  Hannah  Simmer,  Carolyn  Donaldson,  Larry  Hall,  Stanita  Zulu. 

Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Chrislyn  Carr,  Sophia  Thomer,  Alysse  Parker,  Lauren  Hall,  Jameshia  Walls,  Bre  Williams, 

Sadaya  Rodriguez-Jones. 


The  Lady  Rocks  Basketball  Team  was  invited  to  a  national 
tournament  in  Washington  D.C.,  where  they  played 
nationally  ranked  teams.  Chrislyn  Carr,  a  senior  point  guard 
on  this  team,  stated,  “It  was  really  awesome  to  see  all  the 
sites  here  with  my  team,  but  the  competition  here  made  us 
a  better  team  for  the  rest  of  the  season."  The  Lady  Rocks 
travels  to  Washington  D.C.  and  played  three  tough  games, 
and  Alysse  Parker,  a  senior  on  the  team  said,  “It  was  not 
about  winning  or  losing,  but  seeing  what  we  needed  to  fix 
and  focus  on  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  but  who  else  gets  to 
travel  across  the  states  with  their  team?  It  was  an  awesome 
experience!!!"  The  girls  finished  1st  in  Conference  again, 
and  reclaimed  their  Regional  title. 

*Photos  courtesy  of  Jarrin  Williams 


Sophomore  Team  2017-2018 
Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Ella  Engholm, 
Jayvionna  Jalloh,  Breona  Williams,  Gracie 
Sims,  Cierra  Hickman.  Back  Row  (L  to  R): 
Amelia  Pena,  Coach  Larry  Hall,  Brooklynn 
Larson,  Anna  Rowell,  Jamyah  Winter, 
Hannah  Simmer,  Morgan  Freeman,  Coach 
Julie  Hudnall,  Marion  Rogers. 


...... 


Running 

Sectionals 


The  Girls’  Cross  Country  Team 
faced  a  lot  of  challenges  this  year. 
Despite  the  challenges,  like  having 
a  new  coach,  losing  a  few 
teammates,  and  the  difference  in 
training  for  meets,  the  girls  did 
well.  Coach  Williams  said,  “They 
overcame  the  changes,  and 
worked  hard  to  be  the  best  they 
could  be.”  The  team  worked  hard 
and  created  a  lot  of  opportunities 
for  success,  like  freshman,  Lainey 
Benson  being  “Rookie  of  the 
Year,"  Breanna  Homan  having 
many  personal  best  times  this 
year,  and  sophomore  Jayla 
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Hathorn  being  a  team  leader  in 
every  race.  All  three  of  those  girls 
qualified  to  go  to  Sectionals!  Junior 
Breanna  Homan  said,  “All  the  girls 
got  along,  and  we  worked  hard 
every  day.’  Teammate  Jayla 
Hathorn  agreed  by  saying,  “The 
season  wer#  fine,  and  we  all  got 
along,  and  worked  hard  as  a  team.” 
As  a  team,  the  girls,  this  year, 
worked  hard,  motivated  each  other 
to  be  the  best  they  could  be,  and 
they  overcame  the  changes.  Every 
time  they  ran,  they  ran  their  best, 
and  Coach  Williams  could  not  be 
any  more  happy  about  how  the 
season  went! 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  Katlyn  Hunter,  Kayla  Canning,  Jayla  Hathorn, 
Taeyler  Gygi,  Jade  Ford. 

Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Claire  Eastman,  Coach  Susie  Williams,  Kylee 

Homan. 

Back  Row  L  to  R:  Shay  Robinson,  Addison  Price,  Francesca  Owens, 
Lainey  Benson,  Breanna  Homan,  Nora  Sierra. 


Middle  Left:  Breanna 
Homan  runs  ahead  of 
other  runners  from  the 
opposing  teams. 

Left:  Rocky  gets  ready 
to  start  the  meet! 
Below:  Shay  Robinson 
and  teammate^ainey 
Benson,  try  to  catch  up 
to  fellow  runners  during 
the  meet. 
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Above:  The  Girls’  Cross  Country 
runners  run  in  a  pack  to  begin 
the  race. 

Top  Left:  Katlyn  Hunter  runs 
ahead  of  her  competitor. 

Left:  Taeyler  Gygi  runs  in  front  of 
fellow  teammate,  Kayla  Canning. 


The  Lady  Rocks  2017  Softball  Team  had 

a  big  season.  They  were  the  WB6  Conference  Champions 
for  the  first  time  in  over  20  years.  Two  players,  Alex 
Sierens  and  Ashley  Peters,  made  the  third  and  second  All 
State  Teams.  Ashley  was  the  Metro  Player  of  the  Year.  Ashley 
says,  “It  felt  pretty  good  because  I  was  only  a  sophomore,  but 
I  still  have  a  lot  of  stuff  to  work  on,  and  work  hard  to 
accomplish  more  next  season.”  Coach  Allison  explains,  “Our 
program  is  about  playing  the  right  way  and  doing  the  little 
things  right,  which  hopefully  leads  to  success  on  the  field.” 
They  went  25-5  on  the  season,  which  was  quite  the 
accomplishment.  The  Lady  Rocks  look  to  continue  their 
success  and  hard  work  into  their  next  season. 

By:  Jocee  Bloyer  and  Cole  Johnson 


Lauren  Hall 


Lauryn  Stegall 


Varsity  Team 

Back  Row:  Coach  Debbie  Peters,  Ashley  Peters,  Delaney  Kelley, 
Coach  Chris  Allison,  Madison  Michaels,  Cierra  Biswell,  Coach 
Brooke  Cross-Banker.  Middle  Row:  Sophia  Thomer,  Sadaya 
Rodriguez,  Elaina  Santillan,  Abbey  Bush,  Alex  Sierans,  Alexis 
Dillender.  Front  Row:  Jacey  Upton,  Lauren  Hall,  Annee  Fleck,  Alexis 
Taylor,  Bailey  Allison,  Lauryn  Stegall. 


Alexis  Taylor  throws  the 
ball  in  from  the  outfield. 


Madison  Michaels  is 
on  first,  ready  to  go, 
while  Ashley  Peters 
pitches. 
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“The  biggest  attribute  to 
winning  the  WB6  Title  was 
that  everyone  was  engaged 
in  the  game  and  battled  until 
the  last  out.” 

-  Sophia  Thomer 


JV  Team 

Back  Row:  Kelsey  Freeman,  Delaney  Kelley,  Raghen  Walker, 
Kaiah  Miles,  Nevaeh  Mikaio,  Coach  Wilkinson.  Middle  Row: 
Heather  Motley,  Coach  Rohm,  Maddison  Mazzarollo,  Amelia 
Pena,  Mercedes  Hantz,  Hailey  Kress,  Jocee  Bloyer,  Madison 
Doty,  Nia  Lam.  Front  Row:  Mackenzie  Melody,  MaKayla 
Chandler,  Janey  Harris,  Emma  Spurgetis,  Jada  Harris,  Lauryn 
Dempsey. 


RN  big  p 


Freshman  Team 

Back  Row:  Coach  Julie  Hudnall,  Marice  Dodd, 
Raghen  Walker,  Kelsey  Freeman,  Lauryn  Dempsey, 
Alexis  Davis.  Front  Row:  Heather  Motley,  Margaret 
Honeycutt,  Amelia  Pena,  Maddie  Brummit,  Kylie 
Harrington. 


Delaney  Kelley 


Alex  Sierens 
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This  year’s  Boys’ 
Soccer  Team  changed  the  way 
people  viewed  the  program.  As  Bryce  Kent,  a 
senior  on  this  year’s  team,  says,  “We  put  this  year’s  team 
on  the  map.”  With  their  19-3  record  and  their  first  ever 
Western  Big  6  Title,  the  Rocks  found  themselves  with 
opportunities  they  had  never  experienced  before.  A  very 
special  award  went  to  Gloire  Luwara,  who  beat  the  scoring 
record  for  the  school  with  37  goals  and  1 0  assists.  As  most 
people  can  see  now,  this  team  had  a  lot  of  contributors  on 
the  field,  including  the  17  seniors  to  help  lead  them.  Coach 
Darrick  Kent  stated,  “The  chemistry  on  this  team  is  what 
kept  this  team  going.”  Rock  Island  Boys’  Soccer  got  on  the 
map  with  their  talent  on  the  field,  and  believing  in  one 
another,  and  look  to  continue  forging  their  path  as  a  leader 
in  QC  soccer. 

By:  Grace  Hayes  and  Lauren  Hall 


Varsity:  Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Jean  Nsengiyumva,  Ceu  Bik  Loan,  Axel 
Perez,  Ben  Samuelson,  EhDeeWay  Htoo,  Jean  Bosco  Nishimwe, 
Nishimirima  Pascal.  Row  2  (L  to  R):  Isaac  Almanza,  Coach  Greg  Davis, 
Coach  Rudy  Almanza,  Coach  Darrick  Kent,  Coach  Diego  Marceleno, 
Owen  Beltran.  Row  3  (L  to  R):  Moo  Htoo,  Nywandwi  Bonane,  Gloire 
Luwara,  Nduwimana  Jyvason,  Isaac  Carr,  Jorge  Duarte.  Back  Row  (L  to 
R):  Kyle  Pearce,  Eh  Si,  Anzuruni  Kimba,  Miguel  Gutierrez,  Thar  Myint, 
Bryce  Kent,  Fredy  Zentina. 
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Rock  Island’s  Girls’  Track  Team  has  always  been  a 
dominate  team  within  the  state  of  Illinois.  This  season,  they 
won  Conference  for  the  4th  time  in  a  row.  Head  Coach 
Vesey  plans  on  keeping  this  winning  streak  going.  Vesey 
said  that  her  favorite  memory  from  last  season  was  “When 
Demetria  broke  my  cousin  Saleta’s  100m  hurdles  school 
record.”  The  biggest  accomplishment  for  the  team,  Coach 
Vesey  says,  was  “Qualifying  athletes  in  every  area  for  the 
first  time  since  I  have  been  head  coach.”  The  Rocks 
continued  their  winning  ways  with  winning  all  the  relays  at 
the  Conference  Meet  and  qualifying  multiple  athletes  for 
State  in  the  4x1 , 4x2,  4x8,  pole  vault,  and  the  100  hurdles. 
Senior  Alex  Axup  broke  the  school  record  in  pole  vault  and 
qualified  for  State.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season  was 
when  the  4x8  team,  which  included  Charlie  Salzmann,  Dulce 
Perez,  Jayla  Hathorn,  and  Jade  Ford  made  it  to  State.  The 
4x1  team  of  Mykedra  Craig,  Dyashia  Colvin,  CJ  Donaldson, 
and  Camryn  Comodore  qualified  for  State.  Additional  State 
qualifiers  were  Cedreahna  Kennedy  in  pole  vault  and  the 
100  hurdles,  Dianthia  Kelley  in  the  long  jump,  Kylie  Wymerii 
the  shot  put,  and  Demetria  Johnson  in  the  100  hurdles.  The 
Rocks  who  earned  All-State  Medals  were  Demetria  Johnson 
and  Cedreahna  Kennedy  in  the  100  hurdles  and  the  4x1 
Relay,  CJ  Donaldson,  Mykedra  Craig,  Dyashia  Colvin,  and 
Camryn  Comodore.  Mykedra  Craig  and  Jayla  Hathron  were 
the  breakout  athletes  of  2017,  as  Mykedra  ended  the  year 
being  the  fastest  on  the  team,  and  Jayla,  a  freshman, 
claimed  the  rights  of  being  the  fastest  400  runner  on  the 
team.  This  year  was  the  first  time  the  team  has  earned  two 
individual  State  medals  and  broke  two  school  records  in  a 
single  season  under  the  current  coaching  staff.  The  Rocks 
look  to  continue  their  tradition  of  winning  this  spring. 

By:  Carlon  Steward  and  Mollee  Murphy 
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“My  favorite  memory  of 
last  season  was  when 
everyone  called  me 
Kodak  because  of  my 
braids  at  Conference.” 

-  Jade  Ford 


“My  favorite  memory 
was  being  on  the 
4x8  with  my  best 
friends.” 

-  Breanna  Homan 


The  2017  Boys’  Cross  Country  Team  is  dominated  by  freshmen  runners. 
Of  the  14  athletes  on  the  team,  eight  were  first-year  freshmen.  As  well  as 
having  a  majority  of  first-year  members  on  the  team,  the  cross  country 
organization  also  welcomed  a  new  coach,  Jarrin  Williams.  Overall,  the  Boys’ 
Cross  Country  Team  of  2017  has  seen  many  new,  drastic  changes. 

Despite  this  multitude  of  newcomers,  the  team  performed  exceptionally 
well.  “As  a  whole,  the  season  went  as  I  expected,”  says  Coach  Jarrin 
Williams.  “I  knew  there  would  be  lots  of  learning.  I  thought  the  guys  worked 
hard  all  season."  Williams  also  chose  to  focus  on  growing  the  bonds  between 
the  student-athletes.  “The  guys  did  a  great  job  of  being  good  teammates  for 
each  other,  which  was  one  of  my  season’s  goals,”  explains  Coach  Williams. 
"They  truly  enjoyed  being  around  each  other,  and  I  loved  my  time  with  them  ■ 
this  season.”  Coach  Williams  believes  the  team  greatly  exceeded  his 
previous  expectations,  with  Donovan  Garro,  Miguel  Serna,  and  Aminia 
Mashimango  qualifying  for  the  Sectional  Meet,  and  several  others  running 
under  18  minutes  for  three  miles.  “I  believe  the  guys  showed  what  could  be 
possible  for  future  seasons,"  remarked  Williams.  Due  to  this  abundance  of 
young  talent,  Coach  Williams  is  ambitious.  “When  this  freshman  class 
reaches  their  senior  year,  I’d  like  to  win  the  Western  Big  6,  and  qualify  for  the 
IHSA  State  Meet,"  stated  Williams.  “Yes,  I’m  ambitious.” 

Coach  Williams’  experience  has  helped  him  understand  and  work  to 
further  develop  the  team.  Williams  himself  is  a  Rocky  graduate,  from  the 
Class  of  1990.  At  Rocky,  he  ran  four  years  of  track  and  two  of  cross  country. 
Williams  continued  his  track  career  at  Southern  Illinois  University  at 
Carbondale.  After  years  of  coaching  various  different  cross  country  teams, 
even  the  Quad  Cities'  own  Pleasant  Valley  High  School’s  team,  Coach 
Williams  accepted  the  job  at  Rock  Island.  He  is  excited  to  be  back  at  his  high 
school  alma  mater.  “I’m  so  thrilled  to  be  sharing  my  Rocky  pRIde  with  my 
student-athletes,”  remarked  Williams.  “I  want  them  to  feel  good  about 
representing  the  Rocks  in  competition,  with  a  fierce  sense  of  hometown 
pride!" 

Regardless  of  the  youth  of  the  team,  there  are  still  some  faces  that  have, 
been  around  for  a  while.  The  team  features  two  seniors,  Dionicio  Guerrero 
and  Landen  Love.  Landen  was  the  only  four-year  senior  on  the  team.  The 
team  also  features  Mason  Love,  a  freshman  runner.  The  partnership  betweer 
these  two  brothers,  one  with  full  experience  and  one  with  no  experience,  is 
strong.  “It  is  super  cool  to  be  on  the  same  team  as  Landen,”  says  Mason. 
“Landen  helped  me  to  stay  organized,  drove  me  everywhere,  and  even  woke 
me  up  a  few  times.” 

As  a  fourth-year  member,  Landen  has  seen  a  lot  of  change  throughout 
the  team.  When  asked  about  the  effect  of  the  new  coach,  Jarrin  Williams, 
Landen  was  quick  to  respond.  “Coach  Williams  brought  a  very  positive 
message  for  the  Cross  Country  Team,  and  has  put  forth  a  very  positive  vibe 
to  the  freshmen,”  exclaimed  Landen.  “I  think  he  will  be  able  to  harness  the 
lotential  of  the  freshmen  in  the  coming  years.”  The  future  of  this  Cross 
Country  Team  looks  nothing  but  great. 


Above:  4th-year  Senior  Landen  Love 
runs  the  Saukie  course  one  last  time. 
Close  Left:  New  coach,  Jarrin 
Williams  directs  his  leading  runners. 
Far  Left:  Runners  Ben  Claude  and 
Miguel  Serna  push  to  the  end  of  the 
race. 

Bottom:  Members  of  both  the  boys’ 
and  girls’  teams  pose  for  a  quick 
picture  after  a  meet. 
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The  Girls’  Basketball  Ctfeefleading  Squad  continued  their 
tradition  of  pride  and  exoitmg  stunts.  The  cheerleaders  felt  that  it 
was  their  job  to  make  sure  that  the  girls'  team  knew  that  they 
would  be  there  with  them  through  every  victory  and  every 
unfortunate  loss,  if  there  happened  to  be  any.  Coach  Patricia 
Gallegos  always  tells  her  girls  that,  “Their  job  is  to  lead  the  crowd, 
and  cheer  on  their  team."  Senior  Madison  Schlieper  says,  “I  enjoy 
my  job  as  a  cheerleader  because  the  cheerleaders  pump  up  the 
crowd  with  their  fun  and  upbeat  cheers,  and  get  the  crowd’s 
attention  by  doing  amazing  stunts.”  This  basketball  season  was 
one  for  the  books,  and  every  cheerleader  enjoyed  it  in  their  own 
way.  Being  a  cheerleader  is  not  necessarily  about  how  loud  you 
are.  You  just  have  to  figure  out  how  much  is  too  much,  and  see 
what  the  crowd  and  your  team  enjoys,  and  go  from  there.  “One 
thing  that  I  enjoy  is  when  the  basketball  players  come  up  to  us  at 
the  beginning  of  the  game,  and  request  for  us  to  do  certain 
cheers.  It  really  makes  me  feel  like  we  are  doing  our  jobs  as 
cheerleaders, ’’  says  sophomore  Kailyn  Sanders.  “We  are  there  to 
cheer  them  on.  When  they  think  nobody  has  them,  we  do.  At 
every  single  game,  we  make  sure  that  they  can  feel  your  spirit  as 
they  are  playing  on  the  court.” 
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Front  Row  (L  to  R):  LaTerionna  Pugh.  Maleiah  Rogers.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R):  Shaheena 
Chaudhry,  Madison  Schlieper.  LaCorrionna  Washington.  Amani  Vesey,  Nia  Lam.  Back  Roi 
(L  to  R):  Lexaya  Kelley.  Kailyn  Sanders.  Kylie  Harrington.  Mackenzie  Nightingale.  Clair 
Eastman.  Not  Pictured-  e'Dereka  Newsone. 


"Bows  and  Bling. 
It's  a  cheer  thing!” 


“I  don't  sweat,  I 
sparkle!” 


Keep  your  head  high 
bow  higher,  and 
confidence  highest1 


Front  Row  (L  to  R):  December  Lewis,  Jennifer  Poole.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R): 
KeMajeair  Washington  Lemon.  Madison  Keever.  Miranda  Igo.  Back  Row  (L  to  R) 
Jayliyah  Lewis,  Serah  Waqa.  Yvette  Perez-Gomez.  Not  Pictured-  Lauren 
Cunningham  and  Natalia  Gabriel. 


Back  Row:  Rachel  Loomis,  Mariyam  Talybova,  Ella  McKinley,  Alexya 
Stephens,  Mackenzie  Walker-Lee 
Front  Row:  Rachel  Wangler,  Andrea  Rangel,  Emily  Hernandez 


The  All 
Around 
Cheerleader 

While  the  Cheerleading  Squad  doesn’t 
compete  against  anyone  else,  their  pRIde  in 
Rock  Island  runs  just  as  deep  as  any  other 
team.  The  members  of  the  Cheer  Squad  are 
involved  in  a  wide  range  of  activities.  Besides 
working  to  improve  school  spirit,  the 
cheerleaders  work  hard  by  balancing  AP  and 
Honors  classes,  jobs,  and  pretty  much  every 
club  there  is  to  offer  at  the  Rock. 

Hannah  Knuth,  a  Junior  on  the  Varsity 
Cheer  Squad,  is  involved  in  band,  the  school 
musical,  and  cheer.  She  states  that, 

“Balancing  homework  and  being  a  part  of  the 
musical  is  hard  while  I  am  in  cheer  because  of 
long  practices  and  games  on  the  weekends." 
Although  it  is  a  challenge,  Hannah  finds  the 
busy  lifestyle  is  worth  it  because  “pumping  up 
a  big  crowd  and  cheering  on  our  boys  brings 
everyone  together  to  encourage  our  team." 
Kayla  Canning,  a  member  of  Student  Council 
and  Student  Ambassadors,  agrees  with 
Hannah,  saying  that.  “Being  able  to  cheer  on 
my  classmates"  is  what  keeps  her  high  energy 
and  school  pRIde  up. 

Overall,  the  Rock  Island  Cheerleaders 
carry  their  school  spirit  with  them  far  beyond 
the  basketball  court.  They  show  what  a  Rock 
Island  Cheerleader  is  through  their  success  in 
the  classroom,  as  well  as  their  success  in 
other  activities  and  in  the  workplace.  The  Rock 
Island  Cheerleader  truly  is  an  all  around  Rock. 


pride 


Back  Row:  Pamela  Sonia,  Miranda  Banks,  Ashley  Johnson.  McKenzie 
Brandt 

Front  Row:  Jada  Gay,  Adria  Scott,  Tavia  Johnson 


Back  Row.  Taliyah  Brown,  Breanna  Homan,  Hannah  Knuth,  Callista  Spicer.  Victoria 

McLeod 

Middle  Row:  Myah  Await.  Kayla  Canning,  Sophia  Johnson,  Zaida  Bradley 
Front  Row:  Makayla  Parkins,  Klara  Arrington,  Mackenzie  Munday 
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The  Rock  Island 
Rocks  Football  Team  had 
to  adjust  to  a  new  football 
coach  entering  the 
program.  Coach  Hammer 
not  only  brought 
confidence  with  him,  but 
brought  back  many  Rocky 
traditions.  Senior  captain 
Javontae  Rush  states, 
“We  were  nervous  about 
having  a  new  coach  and 
learning  new  plays,  but 
Coach  Hammer  was 
exactly  what  we  were 
looking  for.” 

The  Rocks  went  4-5, 
and  had  8  senior  captains 
The  motto  they  live  by, 
and  Coach  Hammer  lives 
by,  is  F.O.E.,  which 
means,  “Family  Over 
Everything.”  The  Rocks 
had  a  lot  of  minor 
setbacks,  due  to  injuries. 
Senior  Captain,  P.T. 
Boeye  stated,  “Injuries 
have  affected  our  team  in 
a  big  way,  but  we  pushed 
through  and  finished  the 
season  strong.”  Adding  to 
that,  Coach  Hammer  said 
“Injuries  happen  in  all 
sports,  but  you  have  to 
find  a  way  to  adapt  a 
overcome  things  like  t 

The  Rocks  finished 
the  season  strong,  with 
their  heads  held  high,  and 
will  keep  the  memories 
they  made  this  year 
forever. 

By:  Ben  Ellis  and  Bryce 
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my  team  down  * 
Mi'Chatl  Sudberry 


The  Boys’  Track  &  Field  Team  had  a  great  season. 
Last  year,  they  had  an  undefeated  4x200  Relay 
streak  during  the  pre-season,  running  times  that 
almost  beat  State  qualifying  standards.  The  boys  ran 
a  seasonal  best  in  their  4x100  with  a  42.71 ,  which 
was  .5  hundredths  of  a  second  off  State  qualifying 
standards.  The  4x200  seasonal  best  was  run  at  the 
IHSA  Moline  Sectionals,  with  a  time  of  1 :29.55.  The 


“Senior  Night  was  my  favorite 
part  of  the  season.  I’m  proud 
of  what  I  accomplished 
throughout  my  high  school 
career." 

-  Andrew  Bushnell 


“Being  a  part  of  the 
4x800m  Relay  was 
my  favorite 
memory  of  the 
season.” 

-  Mitchell  Grizzle 


“My  favorite  memory 
was  a  new  PR  in  the 
triple  jump  at  our 
Rock  Island  Invite, 
35  feet  3  inches.” 


-  Sam  Serrano 

“My  favorite  memory 
was  jumping  22  feet 
9  inches  on  Senior 
Night.” 

-  Casey  Comodore 


“My  favorite  part  of  the 
season  was  running  my 
best  800  times  at  my  last 
meet  of  the  year  at  the 
Western  Big  6  Meet.” 

-  Wonmen  Vah 


“My  favorite  part  of  the 
season  was  qualifying  for 
State  and  running  my 
best  times  at  Sectionals 
in  the  1 00m  and  200m 
Dash.” 

-  Courtney  Lindsey 

“The  switch  from 
sprints  to  distance 
was  one  of  the  best 
ideas  I  have  ever 
made.  I  found  my 
comfort  zone.” 


-  Tavian  Douglas 
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relay  team  consisted  of  Mi’Chail  Sudberry,  Carlon  Steward,  Jalil 
Gay,  and  Courtney  Lindsey.  “I  am  so  proud  of  what  the  boys 
have  accomplished  this  year,  running  their  best  times  at  the  end 
of  the  track  season  means  they  improved  mightily  during  season 
and  off  season,”  Coach  Lillis  said.  The  relay  team  consisted  of 
all  underclassmen,  meaning  they  will  return  for  the  next  season 
for  the  Rocks.  Courtney  Lindsey  is  a  3x  State  medalist.  He 
placed  4th  in  both  relays  his  sophomore  year,  and  placed  6th  his 
junior  year  in  the  200m  Dash  in  the  State  finals.  “My  favorite 
memory  was  my  performance  at  Sectionals,  running  10.71  in  the 
100,  and  21 .87  in  the  200  at  Sectionals,  Lindsey  exclaimed.  The 
Rocks  look  to  continue  to  get  bigger  and  better  next  year  by 
continuing  to  work  harder  and  run  smarter. 

By:  Carlon  Steward  and  Mollee  Murphy 


Above:  Rock  Island  junior,  Courtney 
Lindsey  receives  the  baton  from  Jalil 
Gay,  also  a  junior.  The  Relay  of 
Mi'Chail  Sudberry  (Jr),  Casey 
Comodore  (Sr.),  Jalil  Gay  (Jr.),  and 
Courtney  Lindsey  (Jr.)  placed  3rd  in 
the  4x1 00m  relay  in  42.97. 


Above:  Rock  Island  Senior  Casey 
Comodore  leaps  into  the  air  and 
sets  a  new  personal  record  in  the 
long  jump.  He  eventually  took  first 
in  the  long  jump  later  that  day. 


The  Rocks  Obstacles 


Hopefully,  during  your  time  at  Rocky,  you  have 
discovered  some  activity  that  you  are 
passionate  about.  Whether  it  is  music,  or  art,  or 
service  to  others,  you  have  figured  out  what 
makes  you  excited  to  be  at  the  Rock  every  day. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  found  that  activity, 
there  isn't  a  night  where  we  can't  be  found  here  after 
3:33.  The  bell  may  ring,  but  our  commitment  doesn't 
stop  there. 

Practices,  rehearsals,  meets,  and  competitions 
have  us  rolling  through  the  school  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
(and  night).  No  matter  how  much  we  hate  those  early 
morning  rehearsals  or  the  late  nights  working  on  our 
service  projects,  we  all  miss  them  when  they're  gone. 
Once  they're  done,  that  signals  the  end,  and  which  of  us 
really  knows  what  lies  beyond  this?  So  for  now,  we 
revel  in  it. 

For  all  four  years,  we've  been  meeting  with  the 
same  clubs  and  extra  curricular  activities.  They  have 
become  our  family,  and  we  have  all  helped  each  other 
grow  and  leam.  We  care  about  each  other  because 
these  are  the  places  where  we  have  realized  what  we 
want  to  pursue  and  where  we  can  help  others.  We  all 
look  forward  to  that  bell  at  the  end  of  the  day,  but  not 
for  the  same  reasons.  For  some  of  us,  the  bell  means 
going  home  to  our  comfy  beds  and  leftover  pizza.  For  the 
rest  of  us,  the  school  is  our  home. 

Around  here,  the  artists,  athletes,  and  the 
academics  all  bleed  together.  We  are  brought  together 
by  our  passions,  and  it  makes  us  that  much  more  well 
rounded. 


WELL- 

ROUNDED 


This  year’s  Watchtower  staff  worked  hard  to  capture  the  excitement  of  the  year  and  the  life  of 
Rock  Island  High  School.  The  group  had  many  veteran  seniors,  who  worked  on  the  yearbook 
last  year,  as  well  as  many  new  students,  who  helped  make  up  a  great  and  hard  working  staff. 
From  the  start  of  the  year,  the  classes  learned  to  take  pictures,  create  layouts,  write  articles, 
and  edit  their  work  to  perfect  this  yearbook.  The  staff  was  also  aided  by  underclassmen  Anna 
Rowell,  Emma  Beierlein,  Eleanor  Blew,  and  Gwendalyn  Waggoner,  who  helped  report  for  the 
sophomore  and  freshmen  classes.  Yearbook  advisor,  Ms.  Sarah  Miers  stated,  “This  year’s 
classes  were  creative  and  fun  to  work  with.  I’ll  definitely  miss  this  group  next  year,  and  their 
excellent  taste  in  music  they  play  during  class!” 


Journali 


Callista  Spicer 

“I  enjoyed  being  able  to 
be  a  part  of  making  the 
yearbook  and  being 
one  of  Ms.  Miers’ 


Sarah  Kaha 

“I  enjoyed  working  on 
the  yearbook  and 
meeting  new  people 
along  the  way!” 


Galena  Fessler 

"Memorable.” 


Katherine  Moore 


“Iconic.” 
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Allison  Nickel 


“I  love  the  element  of 
creation,  and  being  a  part 
of  a  greater  whole.” 


Mikayla  DePover 


"I  like  the  opportunity 
to  work  on  the 
yearbook.” 


Nichole  Frels 
1  enjoy  being  able  to  look 
back  on  the  memories  of 
the  year,  and  making  a 
book  that  the  school 
enjoys.” 


Emily  Laughlin 
“I  love  getting  the  chance  to 
help  make  something  that 
people  will  look  back  on  for 
years  to  come,  and  have  the 
chance  to  see  what  Rocky 
used  to  be  like." 


Gabby  Hoeper 

“I  love  getting  the 
opportunity  to  make 
something  that  people  will 
enjoy  for  years  to  come.” 


Carlee  Camlin 


“I  love  the  opportunity  I 
have  to  work  on  the 
school  yearbook  and 
help  make  it  a  great 
book  for  everyone." 


Kristina  Mathews 

“I  enjoy  the  creativity 
that  this  class  lets  me 
have,  and  Ms.  Miers  is 
a  fun  teacher.” 


Cole  Johnson 

“Making  yearbook  pages 
is  a  lot  of  fun,  and  I  like 
being  able  to  show  all  that 
goes  on  throughout  high 
school." 


Mackenzie  Munday 

“I  love  working  on  the 
yearbook  because  I  love 
this  school  and  everyone 
in  it!  GO  ROCKS!!!" 


Andrew  Beierlein 

“I  like  Ms.  Miers  as  a 
teacher,  and  getting 
the  chance  to  tell 
people’s  stories.” 


Chance  Lauterbach 
“I  enjoy  getting  involved 
with  all  the  other  activities 
in  the  school,  other  than 
baseball.” 


Alex  Gant 

“I  enjoy  getting  stories 
from  every  corner  of 
the  high  school.” 


Bryce  Kent 

“I  like  being  Ms.  Miers’s 
student,  and  it’s  fun  to 
make  pages.” 


Grace  Hayes 

“I  enjoy  being  involved 
in  making  the 
yearbook." 


Sarah  McCullough 
“I  like  being  able  to 
capture  moments  of  the 
school  year  and  preserve 
them  in  a  book." 


Maddie  Inman 
“I  love  having  the 
opportunity  to  work  on 
something  that  the  school 
enjoys  each  year.” 


Jocee  Bloyer 
“I  like  getting  to  see  all 
that  goes  into  making 
the  yearbook,  and 
being  a  part  of  it  is 
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CAST 

RESUME 


Name:  Sebastian  Black 


Year:  Freshman 


Role: 

Ezekiel 

Cheever 


Show  #: 

1st  show 
at  Rocky 


Favorite  part 
of  theater  at  Rocky: 

"There's  a  lot  of 
one-on-one  interaction 
with  the  director." 


Favorite  part  of  The  Crucible: 

"It's  about  the  Salem 
witches,  and  I  never 
really  knew  about  them 
before.  And,  I  like  the 
handmade  poppet . " 
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CAST 

RESUME 


Name:  Gwen  Waggoner 


Year:  Sophomore 


Show  #: 

2nd  show 
at  Rocky 


Favorite  part 
of  theater  at  Rocky: 

"You  get  to  become  a 
different  person." 


Favorite  part  of  The  Crucible: 

"My  favorite  part  is 
screaming. " 


CAST 

RESUME 


Name:  Sera  Calhoun 


Year:  Junior 


Show  #: 

5th  show 
at  Rocky 


Favorite  part 
of  theater  at  Rocky: 

"My  favorite  part  about 
drama  is  the 
people  here." 


Favorite  part  of  The  Crucible: 

"It's  a  classic,  and  it's 
kind  of  cool  to  do  a 
classic . " 


CAST 

RESUME 


Name:  Ethan  Wiley 
Year:  Senior 

Role: 

Judge 
Hathorne 


Show  #: 

6th  show 
at  Rocky 


Favorite  part 
of  theater  at  Rocky: 

"Strengthening  all  the 
relationships  I  have  with 
my  friends,  and  getting 
the  chance  to  inspire." 


Favorite  part  of  The  Crucible: 

"Being  challenged  with  a 
drama,  because  we  don't 
do  them  that  often." 


¥ 


Mrs.  Dori  Foster  has 
taught  English  and  Theater  at  Rocky  for 
1 3  years  and  directed  30-35  productions.  Perhaps 
it's  fitting  that  her  1 3th  year  includes  an  especially  chilling  and 
supernatural  production.  “The  Crucible  is  a  super  good  play,"  says 
Mrs.  Foster.  “It’s  a  long  play,  it’s  a  heavy  play  ...  and  it's  a  big  challenge 
for  high  schoolers  to  do  super  well.  There  is  a  lot  of  learning  that  has  to  take 
place,  because  there  are  a  lot  of  adult  themes  and  lots  of  historical  context.” 

Luckily,  the  production  seems  to  be  in  good  hands  at  Rocky,  thanks  to  the  dedication  of 
its  cast  and  director.  “What’s  really  great  is  the  number  of  the  students  who  already  know 
a  lot  about  the  Salem  Witch  Trials,"  explains  Foster.  Many  of  the  play’s  scenes  are  based  on 
actual  historical  events  from  the  1 600s,  and  being  aware  of  a  story’s  context  always  makes  it 
easier  to  understand.  It’s  not  just  more  experienced  actors  who  are  contributing.  The  future  of  the 
Drama  program  is  bright,  thanks  to  plenty  of  upcoming  talent.  Mrs.  Foster  is  excited  to  work  with  the 
new  freshmen,  who  are  starting  to  shine.  “I  think  some  of  them  have  a  really  good  potential  to  be  heavy 
hitters  in  the  next  few  years,"  she  adds.  The  final  component  of  the  show  is  an  exceptional  stage  crew 
and  tech  team,  who  cover  everything  from  the  precise  stage  lighting  of  a  moonlit  forest  scene  to  the 
somber  violin  music  that  plays  during  transitions.  Mrs.  Foster  is  excited  to  see  what  her  students  can 
accomplish,  and  fully  believes  in  their  ability.  “I  am  very  optimistic  about  the  end  product,"  she  finishes. 

By  Katie  Moore  and  Allison  Nickel 


•w 


Seussical  The  Musical 


By  Gabby  Hoeper  and  Grace  PotratZ 

Seussical  the  Musical  follows  Horton  the  Elephant  (Zach  Mlekush)  through  his  adventure  to  save  the  town  of  Whoville.  With 
the  assistance  of  Gertude  McFuzz  (Ellie  Hoeper),  a  self  conscious,  one  feathered  bird,  Horton  is  able  to  elude  the  Jungle 
Animals,  who  desperately  try  to  sabotage  him  and  boil  the  clover.  The  story  is  made  complete  with  the  Cat  in  the  Hat  (Charles 
Murphy)  and  JoJo  (Gwendalyn  Waggoner).  This  duo  helps  to  propel  this  fast-paced  show,  and  present  many  new  problems  along 
the  way.  Seussical,  with  all  its  complexity,  had  to  be  backed  by  sets  that  accurately  represented  every  aspect  of  the  show.  These 
were  created  by  Hannah  Rettig,  one  of  two  stage  managers,  who  spent  over  a  month  drawing,  painting,  and  perfecting  the 
elaborate  creations.  The  colors  and  overall  design  appealed  to  the  cast  and  audience  members  alike,  especially  the  younger 
ones.  This  year  was  the  first  show  where  the  cast  and  pit  performed  during  the  school  day  for  the  elementary  school  students. 
This  experience  is  one  Zach  Mlekush  described  as,  “incredible.  They  reacted  to  parts  that  adults  wouldn't  laugh  at,  and  they  were 
extremely  high  energy,  which  really  benefited  the  performance.”  While  this  was  the  first  year  performing  for  children,  it  was  not  the 
first  year  including  them  in  the  process  of  it  all,  and  incorporating  them  into  the  cast.  According  to  Niesha  Elsey,  a  three  year 
ensemble  member,  the  kids  “brought  a  whole  new  level  to  the  performance,  and  it  definitely  appealed  more  to  them,  which  lead  to 
a  much  better  production."  Working  with  the  kids,  the  cast  was  able  to  continue  building  the  theatre  family  unit.  For  many,  theatre 
is  a  place  where  they  feel  at  home  and  can  truly  be  themselves.  To  Niesha,  her  favorite  part  of  the  show  was,  “making  closer 
friendships.  I  got  closer  to  people  who  I  only  considered  acquaintances  before."  Zach  claimed  the  cast,  “really  developed  as  a 
family,  and  it  was  just  such  a  special  experience  for  everyone  involved.”  Not  only  did  the  cast  form  a  better  bond  with  this  show, 
but  so  did  the  Stage  Crew.  They  formed  The  Order  of  the  Stump,  a  tradition  where  the  Stage  Crew  gathers  around  a  stump 
before  each  show  and  hypes  one  another  up.  The  cast,  crew,  and  pit  work  as  a  large  unit,  when  one  fails,  they  all  fail.  This  helps 
to  reinforce  their  family  bond  and  to  help  one  another  through  all  the  issues.  This  show,  with  all  its  new  challenges,  was  definitely 
a  learning  experience  for  all  involved.  Naturally,  some  learned  how  to  dance,  sing,  play  immensely  challenging  music,  and  act,  but 
the  lessons  ran  deeper  than  that.  Zach  claims  he  learned  to,  “never  give  up.  Nothing  is  impossible,  and  to  treat  everyone  with 
respect  because  a  person’s  a  person,  no  matter  how  small.’” 

130 


“It’s  incredible  watching  the  cast  transform  throughout  the  production.  They  start  with  scripts  in  their 
hands,  and  within  a  few  weeks,  can  perform  every  song,  dance,  and  line  with  ease.” 

-Hannah  Rettig,  Stage  Manager 


Cello 


By:  Wynter  Rade 

Down  in  the  depths  of  Rocky,  a  crescendo  is  heard.  Violas,  violins,  cellos,  and 
basses  ...  all  conducted  by  Rocky’s  beloved,  Mrs.  Katie  Benson. 

She  has  taught  Orchestra  for  seven  years  now  and  enjoys  her  time  working 
with  young  musicians.  She  knows  that  these  talented  musicians  will  always  come 
together  to  achieve  their  goals,  no  matter  what.  She  hopes  to  encourage  her 
students  to  play  to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  even  beyond  the  classroom.  Benson 
states,  “In  Orchestra,  my  greatest  hope  is  that  they  learn  a  passion  for  music, 
and  confidence  that  they  can  do  anything  they  set  their  minds  to  with  hard  work 

and  perseverance.” 

For  each  instrument,  there  are  sections.  And,  for  each  section,  there  are  section 
leaders.  Shay  Detert  is  the  bass  section  leader.  Shay  has  been  a  part  of  the 
Orchestra  for  six  years,  and  wants  to  continue  to  improve  on  his  already  amazing 
skills.  He  likes  how  different  his  instrument  is,  and  learning  new  pieces  are  even 
more  fun.  He  recommends  Orchestra  and  tells  people,  “If  you  like  playing  music, 
hanging  out  with  people,  having  the  opportunity  to  go  places,  and  making  friends, 

then  Orchestra  is  perfect  for  that.” 

Cellist  Aaliyah  Weathersby  has  been  in  Orchestra  for  about  five  years.  This 
year,  she  is  hoping  to  remember  how  to  play  as  a  true  professional.  She  decided  to 
do  Orchestra  again  after  her  two  year  break  because  she  missed  it,  and  it’s  like  one 
big  family.  Her  favorite  thing  about  her  instrument  is  how  easy  it  is,  and  it  sounds 
beautiful  when  played  slowly.  Her  favorite  memory  from  all  of  the  concerts  is 
afterwards  when  everyone  celebrates  and  tells  other  members,  “Good  job!”  She 
hopes  to  continue  on  with  Orchestra  after  graduation.  She  says  working  with  a  large 
group  is  fun  because  it  becomes  a  big  family,  where  everyone  works  together. 
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Others 


By:  Sydney  Sprague  and  Deja  Swanigan 
The  CNA  (Certified  Nursing  Assistant)  Program  gives  an 
inside  look  at  what  it’s  like  to  care  for  patients.  For  students 
contemplating  a  career  in  the  medical  field,  this  is  a  perfect 
opportunity  for  them  to  get  some  early  experience. 

Mrs.  Stribling,  the  CNA  teacher,  prefers  group  activities,  “So 
students  learn  to  work  with  others,”  and  hands  on  activities 
because  “Students  love  the  interaction,"  she  explains. 

Senior  Yesenia  Castaneda  wants  to  join  the  medical  field  as 
a  pediatric  nurse.  This  class  helps  her  a  lot  with  her  career 
choice  because  it  shows,  “what  you’re  getting  into,”  as  well  as, 
“what  is  expected  of  you.”  She  says  Mrs.  Stribling  also  helps  a  lot 
because  Mrs.  Stribling  gives  the  students  confidence  in  what  they 
are  doing.  Senior  Man  Lun  also  wants  to  go  into  the  medical  field 
as  an  emergency  doctor.  She  feels  the  class  is  “a  good 
experience  for  the  career  I  want  to  pursue.”  It’s  also  her  favorite 
class  this  year  because  she  learns  while  having  fun. 

This  course  not  only  teaches  students  what’s  expected  of 
them  in  the  medical  field,  but  also  very  valuable  lessons. 

Students  learn  CPR,  how  to  care  for  others,  and  much  more 
while  having  fun.  The  class  continues  to  prepare  students  for 
their  careers  and  their  education  beyond  Rock  Island  High 
School. 
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Traveling 


If  you  want  to  immerse  yourself  in  the  French 
culture,  a  great  way  to  do  that  would  be  to  join 
the  French  Club.  Each  year,  the  club  has  a 
Flalloween  party,  where  you  can  dress  up  and 
eat  great  French  food.  Along  with  the  annual 
Halloween  and  Christmas  parties,  the  club  visits 
the  Chicago  Art  Institute  each  year.  Senior  and 
club  secretary,  Sammie  Hernandez,  says  she 
“loves  being  able  to  eat  French  food  and 
celebrate  Mardi  Gras.”  This  year,  the  club  has 
fifty  members,  which  club  leaders,  Madame 
Pearson  and  Madame  Bouchareb,  are  very 
excited  about.  Madame  Bouchareb  states,  “The 
goal  of  this  year  is  to  get  more  people  involved.” 
A  great  way  the  club  has  been  more  inclusive 
this  year  is  promoting  the  events  more  and 
involving  the  kids  in  decorating  for  these  events. 
Junior  member,  Emily  Laughlin,  says,  “I  love 
being  in  French  Club  because  Madames 
Pearson  and  Bouchareb  make  learning  more 
interesting  since  they  have  traveled,  and  they 
share  their  personal  experiences."  Overall,  this 
year  has  been  successful  for  the  French  Club, 
and  the  students  cannot  wait  for  next  year. 

By:  Sarah  McCullough 


Lett:  Club  members  pose  at  the  Halloween  party.  Middle:  President  Monica  Diaz 
and  Treasurer  Emily  Laughlin  have  tun  during  the  spring  French  trip  to  Chicago. 
Right:  French  Club  members,  along  with  students  from  an  Arizona  school,  pose  at 
the  Ponte  Vecchio  bridge  in  Florence.  Italy.  Below:  Club  members  pose  for  a  group 
photo  after  the  Christmas  gift  exchange. 


Top  Left:  The  four  Emilys  of  French 
Club  hang  out  at  the  Christmas  party 
Bottom  Left:  Dakota,  Patience,  and 
Jazmine  enjoy  themselves  at  the 
picnic. 

Middle:  Sarah,  Madame  B,  and 
Sammie  have  fun  at  the  Christmas 
party. 

Above:  Club  members  savor  French 
food  at  the  annual  picnic. 
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Trying 


German 


Joining  German  Club  gives  the  students  of  Rock  Island 
High  School  a  chance  to  explore  and  learn  about 
German,  as  well  as  “expand  their  knowledge  of  the 
German  language”,  which  is  what  Mr.  Eli,  the  German 
teacher,  hopes  to  do.  Mr.  Eli  also  hopes  the  students 
“gain  a  better  understanding  of  German  culture  and 
obtain  a  broader  world  view."  There  are  many  exciting 
and  fun  activities  that  the  German  Club  does.  German 
Club  has  hosted  Oktoberfest,  a  large  traveling  funfair, 
which  usually  has  a  potluck.  German  Club  also  takes 
annual  trips  to  the  Christmas  Market  in  Chicago  and  the 
German-American  Heritage  Center  in  Davenport. 


The  German  Club  walks  in  the  Homecoming  Parade, 
throwing  candy  out  and  having  fun  while  representing 
the  Rock.  The  club  is  a  great  way  to  meet  new 
people,  and  get  out  of  your  comfort  zone.  Students 
can  also  run  for  president,  as  well  as  other  leadership 
positions,  and  be  more  involved  with  the  club 
throughout  their  time  at  Rocky.  German  Club  is  not 
just  for  students  who  take  German  class,  anyone  can 
join! 


Left:  Members  of  the  club  pose 
for  a  picture  on  the  group’s 
annual  Chicago  trip. 

Below:  Members  of  the  club 
stand  with  Mr.  Eli  after  one  of 
their  meetings. 


I 


theJPage 


After  six  year’s  worth  of  books, 
countless  amounts  of  donuts  and 
bagels,  and  a  surplus  of  amazing 
outfits  of  Emily,  the  Reading  Rocks 
are  still  going  strong! 

For  some  people,  the  Reading  Rocks 
is  like  a  home.  Mrs.  Curtiss  even  said 
herself,  “It’s  somewhere  where 
everyone  can  feel  accepted.”  Who 
would  not  want  that? 

There  have  been  so  many  different 
books  read  in  the  club  alone,  and  so 
many  different  genres.  They  even 
tend  to  go  from  fiction  to  non-fiction, 
suspense  to  romance,  and  the  books 
even  became  favorites  for  some  club 
members!  Cobie  Conger’s  favorite 
book  was  All  the  Bright  Places  by 
Jennifer  Niven.  Kalangilo  Davis  said 
that  his  favorite  was  All  American 
Boys  by  Jason  Reyolds.  Club 
members  have  gotten  the  chance  to 
experience  a  variety  of  reads. 

Oh,  but  they  do  more  than  reading 
books!  This  past  spring,  the  group 
went  out  to  eat,  and  watched  a  movie 
adaption  of  a  recently  read  book, 
Everything,  Everything.  A  great 
movie,  but,  "The  book  was  better.” 
From  books,  to  movies,  to  snacks, 
the  Reading  Rocks  are  always 
keeping  themselves  busy  doing  what 
they  love! 

By:  JaMeiah  Davis 
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“My  favorite  book  is 
The  Stand  by  Stephen 
King.” 

-  Mrs.  Mendelin 


“My  favorite  book  is  In 
The  Body  of  the  World 
by  Eve  Ensler." 

-  Kieran  Benson 


“My  favorite  book  is 
The  Night  Circus  by 
Erin  Morgenstern." 
-  Paulina  Cuellar 


“My  favorite  book  is 
Horrorstor  by  Grady 
Hendrix." 

-  Aaliyah  Smith 


“My  favorite  book  is 
The  Grim  Legacy  by 
Polly  Shulman.” 

-  Sebastian  Black 


Rock  Island  High  School  dances  for 
kids’  lives,  which  means  students  dance 
for  kids  who  are  sick  and  fighting  for  their 
lives  by  participating  in  Dance  Marathon. 

Dance  Marathon  is  a  growing  event 
and  fundraiser  in  Rock  Island.  “The 
purpose  of  the  Dance  Marathon  is  to 
raise  money  for  the  Children’s  Miracle 
Network  at  the  University  of  Iowa 
Children’s  Hospital,"  explains  Ms. 
McGlaughlin.  When  Ms.  McGlaughlin 
went  to  college,  she  was  a  member  of 
the  St.  Ambrose  Dance  Marathon  Team. 
When  she  started  teaching  at  Rocky, 
some  of  her  kids  in  class  knew  that  she 
had  participated  on  the  Dance  Marathon 
Team,  so  the  students  asked  her  to  start 
the  Dance  Marathon  program  here. 
McGlaughlin  stated  that  the  group 
leaders  were  Grace  Sigler  and  Mason 
Witsman,  and  she’s  very  proud  of  how 
far  they  have  gone  this  year,  and  how 
much  work  they  put  into  making  the 
Dance  Marathon  possible. 

Ms.  McGlaughlin  feels  as  though 
students  in  the  group  learn  how  to  think 
and  do  things  for  others.  She  believes 
that  being  part  of  this  group  is  all  about 
doing  whatever  it  is  that  students  can  to 
inspire  others  to  donate  money  towards 
an  amazing  cause  that  saves  children’s 
lives.  The  organization  raised  $1 ,000  last 
year  by  just  fundraising. 

Every  year,  Dance  Marathon 
experiences  the  challenge  of  spreading 
the  word  to  the  student  body,  and  the 
issue  that  some  people  don’t  fully 
understand  what  Dance  Marathon  is 
about.  The  organization  comes  up  with 
various  ways  to  get  people  to  come  and 
be  a  part  of  the  marathon.  They  try 
raising  awareness  about  DM  by 
speaking  in  front  of  the  student  body  in 
different  assemblies.  Since  the  event  has 
started  at  Rocky,  it  has  become  one  of 
the  school’s  most  popular  events!  Last 
year,  the  Rocks  earned  $2,517.00  for 
Dance  Marathon! 


Weldlngx  A 


Not  a  lot  of  students  can  say  they 
know  how  to  weld  nowadays.  But 
thanks  to  the  school’s  welding 
program,  students  are  given  that 
opportunity.  The  program  allows 
students  to  find  a  career  after  high 
school.  Mr.  Weber  runs  the  class, 
hoping  his  students  will  gain  a  good 
work  ethic,  so  they  can  be 
successful  in  the  future.  He  also 
hopes  that  his  students,  “Learn  how 
to  work  together  in  groups  to  solve 
problems."  You  may  not  know  that 
the  welding  class  actually  does  not 
only  weld  projects  in  class,  but  also 
around  the  school,  to  get  a  more 
realistic  experience.  They  take 
many  trips  to  different  trade  locals, 
as  well,  because  it  is  always  nice 
hearing  from  someone  in  the  field. 
The  students  are  able  to  see  how 
taking  Mr.  Weber’s  class  can  come 
full  circle  for  their  possible  futures. 
Welding  can  also  be  taken  as  a 
Black  Hawk  College  dual  credit 
opportunity;  this  dual  credit  class  is 
led  by  Jim  Adams. 

By:  Alex  Gant 


By:  Kaiya  Goodman 

National  Honor  Society  is  a  high 
school  organization  that  pushes 
students  to  work  hard  on  academics 
and  to  have  a  goal  to  keep  in  mind, 
giving  recognition  and  encouragement 
for  their  achievements.  Members  must 
maintain  above  a  3.5  cumulative  GPA, 
as  well  as  complete  voluntary 
community  service  hours. 

NHS  is  comprised  of  four  main 
pillars:  scholarship,  character, 
leadership,  and  service.  The 
organization  is  very  student-led,  with 
the  officers  in  charge  of 
communications  within  the  organization 
and  running  the  meetings. 

The  officers  this  year  are  Jada 
Veasey,  Kieran  Benson,  and  Jameshia 
Walls.  Mrs.  Hayek,  Mrs.  Greenwood, 
and  Mrs.  Osborne  are  the  advisors. 

“Seeing  seniors  formally  inducted 
each  spring  is  the  highlight  of  each 
year,  especially  with  the  slide  show  that 
the  members  create,”  says  Mrs.  Hayek. 

Each  year,  new  memories  will  be 
created,  and  she  hopes  we  will  carry  on 
lessons  of  the  four  pillars. 

,  NATIONAL 
HONOR  SOCIETY 
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“NHS  is  a  really  great  organization,  and  I’ve  really  enjoyed  being  a  part  of  it.  I  was  already 
motivated  to  work  hard  in  school,  but  it’s  nice  to  be  a  part  of  a  group  of  people  who  feel  the  same 
about  academics  that  I  do.  I’ll  appreciate  my  time  in  National  Honor  Society,  and  I’m  incredibly 
honored  to  serve  as  president  of  it  for  my  senior  year.” 
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SERVICED 


“I  love  being  part  of  an  organization  that 
teaches  us  values  that  we  can  carry 
over  into  our  lives  after  high  school,  and 
I’ve  thoroughly  enjoyed  being  vice 
president.” 
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“NHS  has  made  me  much  more  involved 
in  the  community  than  I  ever  was.  It  has 
helped  me  become  a  better  leader  to  my 
peers,  and  a  better  person  throughout  my 
community.  I  enjoy  every  bit  of  it.” 


With  Spanish  being  such  a  popular  class  at 
Rocky,  Spanish  Club  is  a  great  way  for 
students  to  learn  more  about  the  language 
and  the  culture.  Ms.  Ramirez,  the  advisor  of 
the  club,  encourages  students  to  join.  “I 
love  getting  students  more  involved  in  th^ 
club,  and  to  take  interest  in  the  culture 
says  Ms.  Ramirez.  Students  are 
excited  to  participate  in  new  atiivitff§.  The 
goal  of  the  club  is  to  learn  a*  mi  ’ch  as 
possible  about  the  cultur^^Kl  to  havj^ 

at  the  same  time! 

By:  Maddie  Inman 


Vice  President:  Maria  Perez 

"Being  Vice  President  of  Spanish  Club 
has  been  a  great  experience.  I  have 
enjoyed  it  very  much." 


President:  Maddie  Inman 
"I've  loved  being  a  part  of  Spanish  Club  since  my 
freshman  year.  I  have  met  so  many  new  people,  and 
I  enjoy  working  with  each  of  them.  I'm  so  glad  I  got 
the  chance  to  be  President  my  senior  year.'' 


Secretary:  Yvette  Umpr 

"I  enjoy  being  a  part  of  Spanish! 
because  it  is  a  fun  experience. 
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Right:  E.A.C.  members 
hike  at  Nahant  Marsh  and 
check  out  the  education 
center. 

Below:  Paw  Kawku,  Hay 
Law  Thaw,  Me  La, 
Phoenix  Ullrick,  Paw  Zaw 
Krin,  Hsar  Moo,  Ta  Shee, 
and  Lah  Htoo  enjoy  their 
hike  with  the  group. 


Right:  E.A.C.  members  at 
the  Homecoming  Parade 
hand  out  litter  bags. 


Saving  Our 


By:  Matthew  Hays 

Rocky’s  Environmental  Action  Club  encourages  its  members  to 
explore  the  outdoors  and  make  every  effort  possible  to  improve 
the  community,  both  within  the  school  and  outside  of  its  walls. 
Mrs.  Wolber,  the  club’s  leader,  wants  students  to  get  involved  in 
their  communities  and  experience  the  outdoors.  They  participate 
in  a  range  of  activities  dealing  with  the  environment.  Mrs. 

Wolber  said  in  E.A.C.,  “We  participate  in  tree  plantings,  river 
cleanups,  tree  wrappings,  and  the  Adopt  a  Highway  Program. 
We  also  have  fun  canoeing/kayaking/cross-country  skiing,  and 
make  maple  syrup  over  an  open  fire.”  Tyler  Koutsky  is  excited 
about  the  opportunities  the  club  has  brought  him,  stating,  “I  have 
met  some  new  people  that  otherwise  I  would  have  never  met.” 
Mrs.  Wolber  has  been  in  charge  of  E.A.C.  for  thirteen  years,  and 
will  be  retiring  in  June.  But  the  club  will  continue  to  work  hard  to 
better  the  school  and  community. 


Above:  At 
Nahant  Marsh, 
E.A.C. 
members 
release  two 
hundred 
butterflies  to 
migrate  south. 


Above:  E.A.C. 
members  look  for 
fossils  at  Blackhawk 
Historic  Site. 
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The  Student  Council  holds  a 
meeting  every  Thursday  morning  at 
7:45.  The  meetings  are  led  by  club 
advisor,  Mrs.  Thompson,  along  with 
board  members  and  the  presidents 
of  the  club.  This  year,  the  students 
collected  roughly  10,000  pounds  of 
food  for  the  annual  Student  Hunger 
Drive. 


‘I  love  helping  with  the 
Hunger  Drives,  blood  drives, 
and  dances  through  Student 
Council.  It  is  a  great  way  to 
make  a  positive  impact  in 
the  school." 


“I  like  Student  Council 
because  we  are  involved 
in  the  community,  and  in 
the  school,  in  a  positive 
way." 
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PRESIDENTS 


“Student  Council  has  treated  me 
right  for  the  past  4  years.  I  was 
excited  to  be  President  of  Student 
Council  this  year,  and  be  able  to 
have  a  say  in  everything." 
Andrew  Beierlein 


“I’ve  enjoyed  being  in  Student 
Council  for  the  past  four  years. 
Ending  my  high  school  career  as 
Vice  President  has  been  such  a 
great  experience." 
Maddie  Inman 


The  Student  Council  has  grown  exponentially  over  the 
past  few  years  that  Mrs.  Thompson  has  been  the  advisor  of 
the  club.  Students  are  able  to  help  out  with  the  Hunger 
Drive,  multiple  blood  drives,  the  Homecoming  Dance  and 
assembly,  as  well  as  Swirl.  The  goal  of  Student  Council  is 
to  get  as  many  people  involved  as  possible,  with  the  school. 

Students  who  are  involved  in  the  group,  such  as 
Morgan  Harty  and  Madison  Schlieper,  enjoy  helping  out  as 
much  as  possible.  “Student  Council  helps  you  meet  new 
people  and  become  more  involved,”  says  Morgan  Harty. 
Advisor  of  the  club,  Mrs.  Thompson  enjoys  working  with  the 
group  of  students.  “It  is  fun  to  be  able  to  work  with  the 
students.  Student  Council  is  a  good  way  for  them  to  be 
involved  throughout  the  school,”  says  Mrs.  Thompson. 
Overall,  Student  Council  is  a  great  way  to  meet  new  people, 
help  out  in  the  community  and  the  school,  and  most  of  all, 
have  fun! 

By:  Maddie  Inman  &  Tyler  Duarte 
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Top  Left:  Mrs.  Dieudonne's  second  period  class  takes  a 
break  from  working  hard  to  pose  for  a  picture. 
Top  Right:  Marieo  Anderson  works  at  HyVee  in  Rock  Island. 
Above  Middle:  Elizabeth  Reed  works  at  La  Rosa  De 

Michoacan  in  East  Moline. 
Above:  Dyashia  Colvin  works  at  HyVee  in  Rock  Island. 
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Job 

The  Cooperative  Work  Program’s  goal  is  to 
prepare  students  for  life  outside  of  high 
school.  This  program  is  offered  to  only  juniors 
and  seniors.  The  Cooperative  Work  Program 
allows  students  to  attend  school  during  the 
day,  and  also  earn  school  credit  for  their  jobs. 
Mrs.  Dieudonne  hopes  that  her  students  in 
the  program  learn  the  skills  necessary  to  be 
successful  in  school  and  on  the  job.  She  also 
enjoys  going  on-site  to  see  her  students  at 
work.  “It’s  always  fun  to  see  how  they  interact 
with  their  co-workers  and  customers  while 
they  are  on  the  job!”  she  explains.  Mrs. 
Dieudonne  enjoys  watching  the  students 
learn  and  progress  as  employees. 


Top  Left:  Mrs.  Diedonne's  third  period  class 
poses  during  a  study  break. 

Above  Left:  Tia  Crawford  works  at 
McDonald's. 

Left:  Alejandra  Gomez-Lopez  works  at 
McDonalds. 

Above:  LaTerionna  Pugh-Brown  works  at 
Hooters  in  Davenport. 
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Entrepreneurship 


@rihs 

High  Schobl 


Overton,  Romar  Cantu,  and 
Come  Ls  Aldridge  present  their 


business^ 


wn  Ovprton,  fylfia|Cantu,  and  Corneilus  Aldridge  take  the 
staged  the  IncubatorEdu  Rational  Pitcl^Competitioq,  ■ 
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Many  students  question  what  they  will  use  from 
class  outside  of  the  school  day.  However, 
Entrepreneurship  is  not  one  of  those  classes, 
because  students  will  use  the  skills  they  learn  almost 
on  a  daily  basis.  The  Entrepreneurship  teacher,  Mrs. 
Matson  says,  “When  new  students  come  into  this 
class,  they  should  expect  to  use  problem  solving 
skills,  teamwork  skills,  business  etiquette,  and  public 
speaking  skills.”  The  Entrepreneurship  class  gets 
sponsored  by  the  Rl/Milan  Education  Foundation. 

The  students  have  gone  to  the  Black  Expo,  the 
N.A.A.C.P.,  and  if  they  do  well  during  those 
presentations,  then  they  earn  a  trip  to  Chicago.  Sam 
Perez,  a  senior  in  Entrepreneurship,  was  really 
curious  as  to  what  the  class  was  like.  He  heard  about 
LEAD  getting  a  start  up  and  how  the  group  won  the 
major  pitch  against  all  odds,  which  really  inspired 
him.  Perez  got  involved  in  the  class  to  see  where  it 
would  take  him,  and  see  if  he  would  like  to  further  his 
career  as  an  Entrepreneur.  Entrepreneurship  is 
Sam’s  best  experience  so  far  at  Rocky,  and  also  his 
favorite  class. 

Romar  Cantu,  another  senior  in 
Entrepreneurship,  has  a  non-  profit  youth 
organization  with  his  partner  Rashawn  Overton. 
Entrepreneurship  is  a  great  class  to  take  to  learn 
skills  students  will  need  in  the  future. 

By:  Callista  Spicer  &  Alexus  Loeffler 
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Concept  Choir 


^^^utof  the  three  total  choirs  here  at  Rock 
Island  High  School,  Concert  Choir  is  home  to  most 
of  the  oeginning  level  choir  students.  In  Concert 
Choir,  students  are  taught  to  read  music,  basic 
music  theory,  concert  etiquette,  and  much  more 
than  just  how  to  sing 

“It’s  a  grea!  way  to  make  new  friends,” 
freshman  Rachel  Wangler  said.  “You  get  to  bond 
with  new  people.”  Charly  Heber-Spates,  another 
first  year  member,  also  agreed,  adding,  “Getting  to 
be  with  everyone  is  my  ravonte  part  of  choir.” 

Joining  a  program  like  choir  is  also  a  fun  and 
easy  way  to  get  involved.  “I  moved  here  from 
another  school,  and  I  just  wanted  to  get  involved,” 
first  year  member  Caitlin  Sodeman  said.  “Mr.  Voigt 
helps  a  lot,  too,”  she  added.  “He’s  there  to  support 
us  through  more  than  just  choir.” 

The  choir  director  of  1 1  years  for  Rocky  is  Mr. 
Scott  Voigt.  “My  favorite  part  is  introducing  the 
students  to  a  great  piece  of  music,  and  working  it 
from  the  first  read  to  the  performance.” 

“Come  to  a  performance,  and  speak  with  choir 
members  about  their  experiences,”  Mr.  Voigt 
suggested  to  those  considering  joining.  “Get 
beyond  your  comfbrt  zone.” 

^^mP^ic  Choir  is  the  next  level  for  choir 
students,  usually  in  their  2nd  to  4th  years  in  the 
choir  program.  Students  get  chances  to  advance 
their  music  theory  knowledge  and  learn  more 
advanced  music. 

By:  Gabbi  Ludwig 


Junior  Adelyne  Phares  is  now  in 
her  second  full  year  in  Symphonic 
Choir.  “I  like  the  challenge,”  she  said. 
“We  learn  new  things  every  day.” 
Moving  up  to  Symphonic  Choir  helps 
students  to  “meet  more  people  and 
expand  your  knowledge  of  music,” 
she  added. 

While  the  social  aspect  is  not  the 
main  focus,  it  becomes  a  part  of 
joining  the  group.  “I  love  that  before 
concerts,  everyone  is  happy  and 
socializing  with  all  the  other  choirs,” 
Adelyne  admitted.  “You  understand 
what  it  really  means  to  be  a  part  of 
something.” 

“We  look  for  experience  in 
reading  music,  commitment  to  the 
program,  and  maturity  in  a  member  of 
Symphonic  Choir,”  Mr.  Voigt  said. 

“We  try  to  teach  the  value  of  hard 
work  and  striving  for  excellence,  as 
well  as  music.” 


“Just  do  it  and  join!  What 
do  you  have  to  lose?” 

m  ~  mfdjwe  Phares 

You  can  and  you  will  get 
better.” 

-  Hannah  Close 

“People  t 
they’d  j 
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Chamber  Singers  are  the  highest  level  of  all  choirs  at  Rock  Island  High 
School.  Each  quarter,  the  singers  have  a  specific  focus:  during  the  first  quarter,  the 
singers  prepare  for  the  Fall  Concert  and  get  ready  for  the  Illinois  Music  Education 
Association  auditions;  second  quarter  is  the  Winter  Concert  and  Holiday 
performances;  third  quarter  is  the  Spring  Concert  and  solo  and  ensemble  contest, 
as  well  as  a  large  group  contest;  fourth  quarter,  the  singers  perform  in  the  Pops 
Concert  and  at  graduation.  In  order  to  be  in  Chamber  Singers,  you  must  audition 
and  work  really  hard  to  earn  your  spot.  Mr.  Voigt,  the  Chamber  Singers’  director, 
has  been  teaching  the  Rock  Island  Singers  for  eleven  years.  Mrs.  Bolt,  the 
assistant  director,  has  been  with  the  choirs  for  19  years.  Their  focus  is  on  moving 
students  from  where  they  are  to  a  higher  level  of  musicianship  through  the 
performance  of  excellent  music.  The  most  important  skills  in  Chamber  are  being 
responsive  to  instruction,  open  to  new  experiences,  and  disciplined  in  learning  to 

read  music. 


a  it 


One  song  a  million  memories 


“My  favorite  memory 
was  developing  the 
relationships  I  have 
with  not  only  the  other 
students,  but  also  Mr. 
Voigt  and  Ms.  Bolt.” 


Zoe  Yates 

My  favor 
ffayeling 
Christmas  s« 
performing  m  hi  all  my 
friends  eve  day.” 


“My  favorit  i  memory 
was  the  er  ire  group 
going  to  19  ^Voigt’s 
house  durinj  Christmas 
time  anc  before 
gradua  ion  to 


Konnor  Kirkbride 
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■Charlesis  a  junior  and  third  year  member  with  the  Chamber  Singers  Chartes 
expiesMdrChai  i mr  has  im|J5ctad  my  life  by  letting  me  meet  awesome  people  ana 
I  go  to  great  places.'  Being  a  thud  year  faces  struggles,  t  here 

is  a  giant  load  o'  vork  a;  a  lot  of  :,r  assure  to  be  a  eader."  However,  Cnarles  works 
hard  u  -»ep  up  thsflfcgr's  ejflftlent  raputat  on.  “I  ke  ;  n  by  tv-  nq 

ng  v  muse,  and  by  fctemng  to  re  urdincs  aid  practicing  w  th  other 

or  w  th  the  assistant  cW*bfcr:_  Qharles  has  a  lot  ol  passion  tor 
Theory.  Being  a  leader.  Charles  advice  tor  other 
even'ually,  yoi.  will  reach  your  goals,  and  even 
make  it,  you  should  never  give  up  ’ 
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The  highest  level  of  the 
band  family  -- 
Symphonic  Band.  This 
band  is  the  most 
challenging,  but  thatjfid 
what  students  say 
makes  it  fun  Kaiah 
Miles,  a  jumorrtalks 
about  how  the  difficult 
music  is  what  drew  her 
into  joining,  but  also  the 
fact  |hat  she  felt 
honored  to  play  with  a 
really  talented  group  of 
students.  It  is  not  just 
Kaiah  who  feels  this 
way.  Senior,  Courtney 
Wickard,  says,  “It 
allows  me  to  challenge 
myself  musically.  I 
became  more  confident 
and  familiar  with  my 
instrument.”^^m^ 
matter  how  difficult  the 
performance  level  is,  or 
how  challenging  it  may 
be,  they  all  come 
together  to  make 
beautiful  music. 


JrVhen  asked  what  is  the 
greatest  challenge  our  jazz 
band  faces,  band  director 
Peter  Carlin  responds  with, 
"The  challenges  are  usually  in 
understanding  style  and 
getting  over  the  idea  of  playing 
alone  on  a  part  or  during 
improv.’  Jazz  Band  is  where  a 
musician  can  break  out  of  his 
or  her  iwi,  and  also  further 
their  talents.  Maddison 
Mazzaroll<5s|yunior,  recalls 
how  nervousishe  was  at  first 
about  joining,  but  in  the  end,  it 
has  helped  her  to  learn  two 
instruments,  and  build  hei 
confidence.  The  Jazz  Band  tS 
the  beating  heart  of  the  all  the 
bands. 
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into  playing 
It  is  a  task 
truly  one  for  the 
^Bailee  Perion  is  a 
oncert  Band,  and 
her  experiences 
d,  saying,  “The 
most  at  home, 
ily  like  a  family 
[home.”  Bailee, 
any  others,  has 
fng  friendships 
d.  Being  a  part 
ans  you  have  a 
y  inside  this  big 
i  unquestionably 
wav  from  home. 
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The  20 1 7-20 1 8  installment  of  the  Pride  of  Rock 
Island  Marching  Band  had  a  very  successful 
season.  This  organization  has  not  seen 
success  like  this  in  its  history. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  band 
won  two  first  place  trophies  and  two  Grand 
Champion  trophies.  On  top  of  this,  the  band 
won  a  third  place  trophy  at  State.  "This 
year's  band  was  more  focused,  and  set  higher 
^^expectations  than  our  bands  in  the  past,"  remarked 
Mhe  band's  director,  Pete  Carlin,  when  asked  about  the 
group's  success.  The  Rocky  Marching  Band  prides  itself 
on  creating  shows  which  convey  a  story  or  a  message  to 
the  audience.  The  20 1 7-20 1 8  show  “Before  You  Leap" 
was  no  different.  The  message  of  this  year's  show  was 
a  simple  one,  and  one  that  every  human  can  relate  to  - 
the  fear  of  making  a  decision,  of  doing  something,  of 
simply  'taking  a  leap.'  'For  the  seniors,  this  show  was  an 
amazing  way  to  leave  the  field.  We're  all  about  to  jump 
into  the  next  part  of  our  lives,  so  this  was  a  cool  message 
to  show  our  audiences  and  prove  to  ourselves,"  said 
senior  and  fourth-year  marcher.  Galena  Fessler. 
Overall,  the  2017-2018  installment  of  the  PRIde  of  Rock 


Island  Marching  Band  was  easily  one  of,  if  not  the  most, 
successful  iteration  of  the  group.  The  trophies  and  the 
prizes  won  by  the  2017-2018  band  have  eclipsed  those 
of  other  years.  With  this  amount  of  success,  it  is  clear  that 


“It  is  not  about  the  plastic.  It 
is  about  having  fun  and 
making  a  memory,  but  the 
plastic  is  kind  of  nice,  too." 

-  Blaker  Pfaff 


k 


"We  bring  a  big  crowd!" 
-  Andrew  Beierlein 


“Color  Guard  has  been  a  great 
experience!  I  have  met  a  lot  of 


my  friends  through  Marching 
Band,  and  I  have  pushed  myself 
to  do  things  I  never  would  have 
done  before.” 

-  Maddie  Inman 


(Students  Organizing 
Unified  People) 


<§anti  C/uKf, 


The  beauty  of  standing  up 
for  your  rights  is  others  will 
see  you  standing,  and  stand 
up,  as  well. 


Be  good  to 
people  for  no 
reason. 


jjofin  MfrtiUn 


Equality  is  not  a  special  right. 
You  don’t  have  to  be  gay  to 
be  a  supporter  of  the 
LGBTQA  community.  You 
just  have  to  be  kind. 


I  will  never  change  who 
I  am  just  because  you 
do  not  approve. 


AA&x£Lt&n>  Pcwi, 


Never  be  afraid  to 
show  who  you 
are. 


By  John  Martin 

The  goals  for  this  club  are  to  help  educate  both  students 
and  staff  about  any  LGBTQA  questions  our  community 
has.  We  also  want  to  make  our  school  a  safer  place  for 
everyone,  while  continuing  their  education.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  club  is  to  provide  a  safe  spot  for 
LGBTQA  students  to  feel  comfortable,  and  talk 
about  issues  that  are  relevant  for  them.  The 
group’s  leaders,  John  Martin,  Jozie  Carnes, 
Jackson  Hudson,  and  Santi  Cruz,  help  the  club 
participate  in  events,  such  as  the  Day  of 
Silence,  Coming  Out  Day,  World  AIDS  Day, 
Safe  Schools  for  Thriving  Youth,  and  the 
National  Transgender  Day  of 
Remembrance.  The  club  hopes  students 
in  and  out  of  the  group  learn  that  it’s  okay 
to  be  who  you  are,  and  there  is  no  need 
to  change  for  anyone.  They  also  want 
these  students  to  feel  confident  enough 
to  be  who  they  are,  and  to  help  educate 
others. 

"My  favorite  part  about  this  club  is 
we’re  so  accepting,  and  we’ll  welcome 
any  and  all  people!  Our  group  thinks 
it’s  really  important  to  help  people 
educate  themselves,  while  educating 
ourselves.  The  purpose  of  the  club  is 
to  provide  a  safe  spot  for  people  to 
come  and  talk,  so  they  can  be 
themselves.  Time  always  goes  by  so 
fast.  Just  enjoy  your  time  here,  and 
make  the  most  of  it,”  stated  Jozie 
Carnes 


Comma- 


The  EL  College  Club  is  all  about  having  a  dream  and 
achieving  it.  According  to  Samuel  Ruiz,  the  EL  College  Club  is 
specifically  about,  “Being  able  to  sign  up  for  colleges  to  figure 
out  which  one  you  want  to  go  to.”  For  students  in  this  class, 
college  is  one  of  the  ways  to  achieve  their  goals  in  life  and  be 
successful.  Ms.  Schrup,  the  EL  College  Club  teacher,  says, 
“My  students  are  capable  of  anything  they  put  their  minds  to. 
This  year,  1 00%  of  students  who  chose  to  take  the  college 
placement  test  were  placed,  and  don’t  have  to  take  remedial 
classes.  In  addition,  100%  of  the  EL  students  have  submitted 
applications.The  opportunity  to  go  to  college  will  have  an 
overall  positive  impact  on  their  lives.”  All  of  the  students  in  this 
class  are  well  rounded  individuals,  who  have  many  ideas  of 
where  they  would  like  to  attend  college.  These  options  include 
anywhere  from  “a  small  college  close  from  home,”  says 
Samuel  Ruiz,  or,  “a  big  university  far  from  home,”  states 
Jackie  Medrano.  Students  are  currently  working  on  deciding 
what  colleges  they  would  like  to  go  to,  and  preparing  to  begin 
applying  for  FAFSA  money  for  those  colleges.  As  a  whole,  the 
class  is  looking  forward  to  determining  where  they  will 
continue  their  education  and  careers. 

By:  MarCeisha  Jackson 
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Helping  Community 

By:  Morgan  Kidwell 

Key  Club  is  an  organization  that  has  been  around  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  Chewning  and  Mrs.  Mertel  are  both  English 
teachers  at  Rocky,  who  have  been  leaders  of  Key  Club  for 
two  years  now,  and  oversee  the  activities  the  students 
participate  in.  Mrs.  Mertel  is  the  contact  point  for  the 
activities,  and  she  “feels  a  lot  of  pride  seeing  students  step  up 
to  help  others.”  Key  Club  is  a  way  to  get  students  out  of  their 
comfort  zones.  Mrs.  Chewning  “has  met  wonderful  students, 
who  care  about  helping  others  and  making  their  community  a 
better  place."  One  of  the  Key  Club  members,  Cobie  Conger, 
has  been  in  it  for  three  years  now.  Her  favorite  aspect  of  Key 
Club  is  “volunteering,  because  helping  out  the  community 
always  brings  a  smile  to  my  face”  and  “not  only  does  it  look 
good  on  your  college  application,  but  you  get  your  face  out  in 
the  community,  and  you  make  great  friends!"  Key  Club  is 
involved  with  Kiwanis,  and  has  helped  with  the  Mr.  Rock 
Island  Pageant,  Festival  of  Trees,  and  AAVENGE’s 
Pancakes  for  Pitties.  Key  Club  advertises  at  Rally  at  the 
Rock,  which  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  If  you  love 
volunteering,  helping  out  others  and  the  community,  join  Key 


** 

*  9  1  9 

/-DUISilOS 


162 


By:  Shelby  Haney 

The  Academic  Team  is  the  team  of  knowledge 
at  Rock  Island  High  School.  Junior,  Leslie 
Perez  describes  the  team  as,  “Amazing. 
Everyone  else  on  the  team  puts  in  good  effort.” 
The  current  goal  of  the  Academic  Team  is  to 
rebuild,  according  to  coaches,  Mrs.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Clash.  But  the  long  term  goal  for  the 
Academic  Team  is  to  help  students  to  be  the 
best  in  whatever  academic  career  they  choose 
in  their  lives.  Leslie  explains,  “The  team  has 
really  helped  me  focus  more  on  building  bonds 
and  learning  how  to  work  together,  so  the  team 
is  not  getting  carried  by  one  of  the  team 
members.”  The  team  has  a  lot  of  time  to 
practice  for  competitions  throughout  the 
season,  since  the  team  typically  practices  for 
an  hour  at  a  time.  The  biggest  accomplishment 
for  the  Academic  Team  was  defeating  Moline 
in  2014  in  the  Regional  Championship.  The 
students  seek  to  improve  their  academic 
success,  and  hope  to  represent  Rock  Island 
High  School  in  a  positive  manner,  to  reflect  the 
high  academic  standards  at  RIHS.  Any  student 
who  wants  to  be  a  part  of  something  by  sharing 
your  knowledge  and  helping  others  is  welcome 
to  join  the  Academic  Team. 


Academic  Team 
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Students  make  Homecoming 
decorations. 


r; 


Art  Club  paints  students’  faces  in  honor  of  the  “Red  and  Gold" 
theme  on  the  Friday  of  Homecoming  Week. 


Rock  Island  High  School 

A  T  CLUB 


Rock  Island  High  School’s  Art  Club  is  run  by  current  art  teacher,  Mrs.  Winn.  Mrs.  Winn’s 
intention  of  creating  the  Art  Club  is  to  involve  every  student  who  enjoys  art.  “The  purpose 
of  the  club  is  to  improve  art  appreciation  and  arts  culture  within  our  school,”  she  states. 
The  students  also  participate  in  different  events  that  contribute  to  the  community,  such  as 
eye  painting  workshops  that  are  hosted  at  school  to  accept  donations  for  refugee  care 
packages,  portrait  projects,  and  even  Holocaust  illustration  books.  A  specific  project  that 
the  Art  Club  members  participate  in  is  the  “Memory  Project.”  Every  year,  they  are 
assigned  an  orphanage  or  refugee  camp  in  a  different  country,  and  are  sent  pictures  of 
the  children  from  that  country  to  draw.  In  return,  Art  Club  students  send  the  portraits 
along  with  a  $15  donation  per  portrait. 

By:  Jasmine  Stampley  and  Grade  Sharpe 

?64  * 


Art  students  take  a  glance  at  the  galleries 
in  the  Figge  Museum. 


There  was  an  eye  painting  workshop  at  Rocky. 


Rock  Island  High  School’s  Art 
Club  students  attended  a 
portfolio  review  at  the  Figge 
Museum.  Art  Club  leader,  Mrs. 
Winn  refers  to  this  event  as  her 
“favorite  memory  so  far  this 
year.”  The  students  were  able 
to  meet  with  professors  from 
colleges,  and  create  portfolios 
that  are  to  be  used  when 
applying  for  colleges. 


“My  favorite  part  about  being  Vice 
President  is  influencing  others  and 
helping  them  express  themselves." 
-  Thomas  Kramer 


Students  watch  a  Greek  pottery 
demonstration  from  the  Figge. 


Lindsey  Abell 


Amy  Murphy 


JaMeiah  Davis 


Kaitlyn  Mandel 


Shaelyn  Terry 


Emily  Granados 


What  does  it  mean  to  be 
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By:  Ally  Schmidt  and  Aby  Taylor 

Student  Ambassadors  are 
a  select  group  of 
upperclassmen  at  Rock  Island 
High  School.  To  be  a  Student 
Ambassador  means  to  help  out 
with  the  community  through 
volunteering.  Whether  that 
means  going  to  L.E.A.D.  at  the 
elementary  schools,  or  just 
helping  out  around  the  school, 
the  Student  Ambassadors  are 
the  first  to  step  up.  The  goal  of 
this  group  is  to  help  out  their 
school  and  community  to  make 
it  the  best  it  can  be. 

“Being  an  Ambassador 
means  you  are  expected  to  be 
a  good  role  model  for  the  other 
groups  of  kids.  It  helps  give  the 
elementary  kids  someone  to 
look  up  to,”  said  senior 
Ambassador,  Kaiya  Goodman. 

“I  like  the  Ambassadors 
because  every  day,  I  am 
surrounded  by  a  unique  group 
of  young  people,  who  just  want 
what’s  best  for  Rocky,  the 
district,  and  the  community. 
They  put  a  smile  on  my  face  all 
of  the  time  with  their 
greatness,”  said  Ambassador 
organizer,  Mrs.  Andrea  Parer. 
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“Ambassadors  are 
like  the  sweet  old 
couple  in  your 
neighborhood.  We 
act  selflessly  and 
everyone  loves  us." 

-  Mykeisha  Wells 


“Ambassadors  are  a 
great  group  to  be  a 
part  of  because  it  is  a 
good  outlet  to  be  able 
to  help  the 
community." 

-  Kristina  Mathews 


“You  may  not  know 
us,  but  you  know 
about  us.  Just  know 
we  are  always 
representing  what  it 
truly  means  to  be  a 
Rock." 

-  Mutoni  Patience 


“I  enjoy  being  a 
Student  Ambassador 
because  our  group  is 
very  involved  with  the 
community;  and  it 
makes  me  feel  like  I 
am  a  part  of  a 
change.” 

-  Yesenia  Castaneda 


Who  Runs 

Girls  Leading  the  Way  is  an  organization  created  to 
help  girls  better  understand  themselves,  in  order  to 
become  more  effective  and  efficient  leaders  in 
society.  One  of  the  main  purposes  is  to  cultivate 
leadership  qualities,  while  empowering  girls  to  make 
a  difference  in  their  communities.  Leaders,  Jazmine 
Hall  and  Mykeisha  Wells,  designed  the  lesson  plans 
and  run  each  group  meeting.  The  group  has 
participated  in  the  Girls  on  Fire  Conference,  the  QC 
Teen  Leadership  Conference,  and  the  Girl  Scout 
Conferences,  to  name  a  few.  The  hope  is  that  this 
club  helps  girls  recognize  their  true  potential,  and  to 
help  students  utilize  their  strengths  as  female 

leaders-  “Martin 


One  word 
says  it 


“Finally.” 
-  Katie 
Moore 


att... 


“Accepting.” 
-  Gabby 

•Inspiring-  HoePer 
Trailblazing.”  -  Mackenzie 
-  Shaila  Melody 
Christopher 


“Empowering. 
-  Kieran 
Benson  1 


“Lit." 

-  Anna 
Rowell 


Jill’s  Corner 


Starting  as  a  dream  a  few  girls  had  last  year,  the 
Riveters  have  had  quite  a  journey.  The  Riveters 
started  a  book  drive,  in  which  people  donated  books 
with  strong  female  characters,  and  they  have  given 
those  books  to  schools  across  Rock  Island.  Two 
Riveters  were  able  to  meet  former  Second  Lady  Jill 
Biden  at  the  YWCA  conference  in  November.  Senior 
and  co-founder,  Jada  Veasey,  says  she  loves  the 
club  “because  it  is  helping  to  give  minorities  at  Rocky 
a  voice.”  The  Riveters  also  had  the  opportunity  to  go 
to  a  Fearlessly  Girl  assembly  at  Augustana,  where 
they  met  Kate  Whitfield,  and  tennis  player,  Madison 
Keys.  Sophomore  Zoe  Veasey  says,  “I  joined  the 
Riveters  because  I  feel  strongly  about  women’s 
rights.”  The  club,  which  is  open  to  everyone,  has 
gone  from  five  members  to  about  fifty-two  in  less  than 
a  year.  Guest  speakers  have  come  to  the  Riveters’ 
Rock  Time  and  spoken  to  the  members  about 
different  female  oriented  topics.  The  Riveters  will 
continue  to  grow  and  thrive  under  the  great  tutelage 
of  Ms.  Miers  and  Mrs.  Randolph.  “Empowering 
students  is  such  a  cool  opportunity,  and  to  be  a  part 
of  a  group  that  gives  students  this  opportunity  beyond 
the  classrooms  is  awesome,”  says  Miers.  Together, 
the  Riveters  encourage  the  empowerment  of  people, 
regardless  of  gender,  race,  or  class. 

By:  Sarah  McCullough 


Seniors  Kieran  Benson  and  Jada  Veasey  had  the  opportunity 
to  meet  former  Second  Lady,  Jill  Biden,  at  the  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association  Conference  with  Ms.  Miers  and  Mrs. 
Randolph. 

*Photos  by  Justin  Hoch 
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Rock  Island  Voices  Ensuring  Their  Equal 
Rights  are  Secure 


Front  Row:  MaKayla  Talbot,  Emily  Painter,  Gwendalyn  Waggoner.  Second  Row:  Mackenzie  Melody,  Emily  Laughlin.  Third  Row: 
Miranda  Banks,  Hailey  Reeds,  Margaret  Lelonek,  Ellie  Maranda,  Kieran  Benson,  Galena  Fessler,  Katherine  Moore,  Morgan  Nesbitt, 
Grace  Potratz,  Amber  Work,  Shaila  Christopher.  Back  Row:  Ms.  Miers,  Sarah  McCullough,  Madison  Keys,  Kaiya  Goodman,  Gabrielle 

Hoeper,  Zoe  Veasey,  Jeremiah  Willhite,  Hannah  Rettig,  Alyssa  Long. 


Above:  The  Riveters  pose  like  Rosie  with  Kate 
Whitfield  after  the  Fearlessly  Girl  Assembly. 
Top  Middle:  The  Riveters  go  to  Walmart  to  shop 
for  Christmas  presents  for  young  kids  with  the 
Milan  Women's  Club. 

Bottom  Middle:  The  Riveters  went  to  the 
Women's  March  and  met  Rory  Kennedy  and 
Mia  Mayberry. 

Right  Top:  The  Riveters  pose  with  guest 
speaker,  Dr.  Dietz. 

Right  Bottom:  Dr.  Dietz  speaks  to  the  Riveters 
about  getting  involved  in  politics  and  how  to 
become  more  politically  active. 


Almquist  Field  was  your  home  for  the  four  Friday 
night  games  of  the  season.  You  watched  as  your 
l  football  team  played  their  hardest.  You  continue 
i  cheer  on  the  Rocks  in  any  capacity  that  you 
Hether  you  head  over  to  the  tennis  courts,  to  the 
Field  House,  or  to  the  fields. 

You  especially  feel  the  Rocky  pride  during  the 
Homecoming  Assembly.  You  walk  in  the  Homecoming 
Parade  by  your  classmates'  and  teammates'  sides,  and 
take  in  the  celebration.  Juniors  and  seniors  paint  up 
every  Friday  to  go  along  with  the  themes.  As  seniors, 
you  sit  on  the  rail  and  in  the  bottom  row  for  your  last 
year  in  the  student  section.  Freshmen  have  their  first 
student  section  experience,  where  they  end  their  old 
Washington  and  Edison  rivalries,  and  instead,  cheer  on 
the  Red  and  Gold!  Some  especially  dedicated  students 
even  traveled  with  the  athletic  teams  to  support  them 
at  away  games.  You  filled  the  bleachers  with  spirit. 

After  football  season,  juniors  and  seniors  battle  it 
out  for  the  Powderpuff  Game.  During  basketball 
season,  you  fill  the  Field  House  with  cheers  and  pride. 
The  band  plays  popular  songs  you  can  sing  along  to. 

The  cheerleaders  cheer  on  the  team  and  keep  the 
crowd  pumped  through  the  game.  This  is  the  last  time 
in  the  Student  Section  for  seniors.  They  make  it  as 
memorable  as  possible.  You  bleed  red  and  gold  for  the 
school  you  love. 

Rocky  students  show  their  school  pride  and 
unique  identities  through  a  variety  of  activities 
throughout  the  year.  Whether  it  is  through  their  fashion 
or  heritage,  or  what  they  are  involved  in,  students  learn 
to  accept  others,  and  take  pride  in  their  school's 
diversity. 


ROCKS 
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ellaney 
iderson 
8|  Ben  Ellis 


e’Dereka  Newsone 
&  Marieo  Anderson 


Emma  Osborn  & 
Bryce  Kent 


Sophia  Thomer  & 
P.T.  Boeye 


Princess  Hei  Soe 
Moo  & 

King  Anzuruni  Kimba 


17 


Klara  Arrington  & 

Queen  Mackenzie  Tyler  Duarte 
Munday  & 

Prince  Ty  Lewis 


LaTerionna  Pugh 
&  B laker  Pfaff 

Dyashia  Colvin  & 
Javontae  Rush 


“I  never 
thought  I 
would  take  a 
flag  football 
game  so 
serious.  I  was 
wrong.” 

-  Lauren  Hall 


owdemuff 


“It  was  so  much  fun  having  the 
boys  trying  to  teach  us  the 
plays  because  we  didn’t 
listen.” 

-  C.J.  Donaldson 


“This  was  a  great  time.  But 
I  want  a  rematch.” 

-  Dellaney  Anderson 


The  Junior  Class  of  2019  took  their  win  this  year  against 
the  Seniors  in  the  annual  Powderpuff  Game.  The  Juniors 
were  able  to  edge  out  the  Seniors  by  a  score  of  12-8,  in  an 
upset  that  goes  down  as  one  of  the  few  junior  wins  in 
Powderpuff  history! 
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One 


April 

Prom:  “Looking  through 
photos  from  Prom  reminds  me 
of  how  significant  that 
moment  was  for  me.” 

-  Kora  Williams 


May 

Musical:  “I’m  so  happy  that 
I  was  given  the  opportunity 
to  be  part  of  such  a  great 
production.” 

-  Kieran  Benson 


July 


Band  Camp:  It’s  a  great  way 
to  meet  new  people,  and 
prepares  students  for  the  new 
school  year." 

-  Anna  Rowell 


September 


Homecoming:  “I  love 
Homecoming  because  the  whole 
school  comes  together  to  have  a 
fun  week."  -  Emily  Laughlin 


October 

Football:  “When  you  surround 
yourself  with  a  great  group  of 
guys  you  call  your  family,  great 
things  happen." 

^^^^MTChai^udberr^^^ 


November 

Powder  Puff:  “Although  it  is  a 
competition  between 
upperclassmen,  we  all  come 
together,  and  it  is  fun.” 

-  Carlee  Camlin 


December 


Band  Concert:  “The  Winter 
Concert  really  makes  second 
quarter  the  most  wonderful  time  of 
the  year!” 

-  Jada  Veasey 


January 

Basketball:  “This  year,  our  team  grew 
together  and  learned  through  the  season. 
Basketball  not  only  builds  character,  but 
also  shows  what  makes  a  team  special." 
-  Randy  Tucker 
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Katie  Move 

Katie  Moore,  senior,  started  a  writing  club  for  the  senior  citizens  at  Friendship 
Manor.  She  gave  them  new  worksheets  and  assignments  each  week,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  summer,  she  combined  all  the  work  into  a  book.  She  began  this 
by  asking  the  activities  director  and  giving  a  presentation  over  her  ideas.  She 
says  it  was  “really  fun  getting  to  know  them  and  their  stories.” 

Srandlt  Scmuedson 

Senior,  Brandt  Samuelson,  spends  his  free  time  fishing.  This  all  started  when 
he  was  younger,  and  his  dad  and  grandpa  would  take  him  fishing  frequently, 
and  some  of  his  favorite  memories  span  from  those  trips.  He  says,  “There  is 
something  about  being  on  the  water  that  takes  your  mind  off  everything.” 


Sammie,  a  senior,  dances  with  the  Quad  Cities  Ballet  Folklorico,  a  traditional 
Mexican  dance  group.  Because  of  her  mom’s  encouragement,  she  started  at 
the  age  of  seven,  and  has  been  hooked  ever  since.  “Dancing  has  shaped 
who  I  am  as  a  person,”  she  says. 


Emily  Jansen,  a  junior,  has  been  Irish  dancing  since  she  was  a  little  kid.  She 
was  first  introduced  to  it  at  an  Irish  Fest  in  downtown  Rock  Island,  where  she 
was  instantly  intrigued  and  convinced  her  parents  to  sign  her  up.  She  says 
she  has  “learned  so  many  valuable  lessons  about  teamwork  and  competition." 


6 wen  Waggoner 

Sophomore,  Gwen  Waggoner,  began  making  quilts  in  the  summer  of  2015. 
She  claims  it,  “relieves  stress  and  offers  a  way  to  be  creative  and  artistic.”  Not 
only  does  she  enjoy  making  them  by  herself,  but  it  is  an  activity  she  enjoys 
with  her  great  grandmother. 
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Eric  Friestad,  a  senior  at  Rocky, 
chased  totality  all  the  way  to  Missouri  in  a 
three-car  caravan  that  included  about  a 
dozen  other  Rocky  students.  “We  got  up 
really  early  and  met  up,  and  then  drove  four 
and  a  half  hours  to  Columbia,  Missouri. 
Traffic  was  really  bad  in  certain  areas,  but 
Google  Maps  got  us  through,"  says  Eric. 

But  even  after  the  long  drive,  the 
moment  of  totality  made  the  trip  worthwhile. 
“The  light  suddenly  started  to  dim,  and  then 
someone  shouted,  Take  your  glasses  off!’ 
because  the  sun  was  fully  covered.  It  was 
amazing.  We  were  on  the  roof  of  a  parking 
garage  with  a  bunch  of  people,  so  people 
were  cheering  and  clapping  all  around  us.” 


On  August  22,  2017,  quite  a  few  students  didn’t  make  it  to  class  at  Rocky. 
But  just  this  once,  Mrs.  Wolber,  the  Environmental  Science  teacher,  doesn’t 
mind  the  absences. 

“An  eclipse  occurs  when  the  moon  passes  in  front  of  the  sun,  causing  the 
effects  of  evening  in  the  middle  of  the  day,”  Mrs.  Wolber  explains.  On  August 
22,  a  solar  eclipse  occurred  in  the  sky,  and  the  phenomenon  was  visible  from 
Illinois.  “This  one  was  rare,  because  its  path  fell  straight  across  the  USA,’’  says 
Mrs.  Wolber.  “That  hasn’t  happened  in  92  years." 

The  city  of  Rock  Island  saw  91 .7%  of  the  eclipse.  This  may  sound  like  a 
lot,  but  the  sun  is  so  bright  that  you  wouldn’t  notice  any  change  unless  you 
knew  what  was  going  on.  But  in  a  specific  line  across  the  country,  it  was 
possible  to  see  the  phenomenon  of  “totality,"  where  100%  of  the  sun  is 
blocked  by  the  moon.  All  that’s  visible  of  the  sun  is  the  cornea,  which  looks 
like  a  fantastic  halo  of  glowing  rays  of  light. 

Although  the  eclipse  is  beautiful,  viewing  its  effects  can  be  dangerous. 
“During  the  eclipse,  the  sun’s  rays  are  intensified,  and  if  you  stare  directly  at 
the  eclipse,  it  can  actually  burn  the  retina  of  your  eyes,” 
says  Mrs.  Wolber.  Special  viewing  glasses  are 
necessary  to  watch  an  eclipse  unfold 
(except  during  the  2  minutes  and  37 
seconds  of  totality). 

In  2024,  another  solar 
eclipse  will  be  seen  by 
the  USA.  Perhaps 
another  group  of 
Rocky  students 
won’t  be  in 
class  that 
day, 

either.  ^  Grace  Potratz,  senior, 

saw  the  eclipse  in  full 
totality  from  the  town  of 
Columbia,  Illinois.  “It’s  a  once  in  a 
lifetime  experience,  and  I’m  happy  I 
went  to  go  see  it,”  Grace  said. 

Allison  Nickel,  senior,  saw  totality  from 
Hermann,  Missouri.  "Seeing  the  eclipse  in 
real  life  was  100  times  better  than  seeing  it  in 
pictures,  and  it  was  definitely  worth  the 
trouble  we  went  through  to  see  it,”  said  Allison. 
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No  Matter  Where  You’re  From, 
You’re  Always  a  Rock 
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SENIORS 

Class  of  2018,  juniors  don't  want  NO  SMOKE 
EVERYDAY  WE  LIT,  so  please  slay  woke 
We  do  this  wilh  NO  EFFORT  while  y'all  haw  to  sy 
We  re  UNTOUCHABLE,  you  cannot  deny 
We  don't  take  no  L's,  all  we  got  is  Ms 
ttey  in  our  BANK  ACCOUNT  all  we  do  is  win 
ttev  FIRST  DAY  OUT,  we're  only  up  lm  there 
YkWf*  TUNNEL  VISION,  te  compete  syuflwife' 
Uviesfl  HUMBLE.  wwontaccepieMhe 
Class  of  20-18, 6SA  VIBE 
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has  always  been  important  tq 
me  because  it  was  my  first 
number.  It  was  the  number  my 
brother  had  when  he  played.” 
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II U  has  always  been 
W  an  important  number 
^because  it’s  my  sister’s 
w birthday,  the  sister  that  we  lost.” 


is  important  to  me  because 
it  feels  like  the  number  is  a  part 
of  me.  It’s  what  people  know 

me  by.” 
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is  important  to  me 
because  my  number  has 
'always  been  #4,  from  the 
beginning  of  my 
athletic  career  until  now.” 


“Sfli  is  important  to  me 
because  it  was  the  number 
got  freshman  year,  and  has 
stuck  ever  since.” 


Yjit 
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Lauren  Hall 


“My  favorite  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  is  cheering  on 
my  friends  on  the  team.” 


Tyler  Fuller 

“My  favorite  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  was  painting  up  in 
Mrs.  Anderson’s  room." 


Grace  Hayes 

"My  favorite  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  was  supporting 
my  team,  and  letting 
them  know  I  believe  in 
them." 


Isaac  Carr 


"The  best  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  was  being  with 
all  my  senior  friends." 


Fans  in  the  Stands 

IFdO'S’ID^ILILi  @SA3@I0  g©  fl  1 
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Andrew  Beierlein 


Fans  in  the  Stands 
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"My  favorite  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  is  being  able  to  root 
on  my  team,  and  show 
support.  Especially,  my 
dogs,  Ben  Ellis  and  Randy 
Tucker.” 


Emma  Osborn 

“My  favorite  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  is  being  able  to  look 
forward  to  Friday  nights, 
and  cheer  on  my  team.” 


Nickolas  Roessler 

My  favorite  part  about  being 
in  the  Student  Section  is 
supporting  my  team.” 


LaTerionna  Pugh 

“My  favorite  part  about 
being  in  the  Student 
Section  is  being  with  my 
friends  and  cheering  on 
Rocky.” 
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Andrew  Beierlein  (2018),  Chris 
Lundgren  Beierlein  (1986),  Jakob 
Beierlein  (2016),  Linda  Lundgren 
(1965),  Emma  Beierlein  (2020),  Eric 
Lundgren  (1984) 


Bernard  Messmer  (photo  1941),  Julie 
Messmer  Blew  (1965),  Bryan  Blew 
(1990),  Eleanor  Blew  (2021 ) 


Khyri  White  (2018) 
and  Beck 
Asdtemann  (1997; 
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MacKenzie  Noppe 

“Drumline  gathers  in  a 
circle  to  warm  up  our 
hands  and  feet  by  shaking 
them  8  times  each,  and  ending  at 
1  before  every  performance.” 

Ashley  Peters 

“When  the  softball  team 
gets  off  the  bus,  we  always  go  in  order 
from  seniors  to  freshmen.” 


Bryce  Kent 

“We  all  get  into 
a  huddle  before 
every  soccer 
game  to  pray 
that  nobody  gets 
hurt,  and  they 
have  the  strength 
to  win  the  game.” 


I  Emily  Laughlin 

“Every  year,  the 
tennis  team  goes  to 
the  Old  Spaghetti 
Factory  after  they  get 
done  at  their  tournament 
in  St.  Louis.” 


Ben  Ellis 

“Every  home 
football  game,  the 
whole  football  team 
touches  the  rock  in 
front  of  Almquist  Field, 
right  before  running  onto 
the  field.” 
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One  way  the  Student  Section  gets  ready  is  by  painting 
themselves!  When  they  decide  to  paint  up,  they  first  meet 
in  Mrs.  Anderson’s  room.  Here,  they  jam  out  to  music  and 
paint  up  to  match  the  theme  of  the  night.  Once  they’ve 


finished  painting  up,  the  Student  Section  heads  to 
the  parking  lot  to  wait  for  the  football  players.  Then, 
the  students  walk  with  the  team  to  the  stadium,  and 
cheer  them  on,  as  they  take  the  field.  Game  on! 
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READY  TO  CHEER 

When  it’s  time  for  the  football 
cheerleaders  to  start  prepping  for  a 
game,  one  tradition  they  love  is  going  to 
Atomic  Coffee  first.  Getting  their  favorite 
drinks  together  helps  them  get  hyped  on 
game  days.  After  the  girls  get  Atomic, 
they  get  ready  in  groups.  This  often 
means  going  to  senior,  Klara  Arrington’s 
house  to  do  each  others’  hair  and 
makeup.  Their  inspiration  for  each  style 
comes  from  that  night’s  theme.  Once  the 
girls  are  looking  lovely,  they  get  dressed 
in  their  cheer  outfits  and  head  to  the 
game.  Time  to  cheer  on  our  Rocks! 


READY  TO  SUPPORT 
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READY  TO  MARCH 

The  Marching  Band  begins  their 
process  of  getting  ready  by 
changing  into  their  uniforms. 
When  the  band  members  get 
dressed,  they  know  it’s  show 
time.  After  they  get  dressed,  it’s 
time  to  warm  up.  The  band 
plays  through  the  pre-game 
music  they  have  memorized. 
Now,  it’s  time  for  the  beloved 
part:  Section  traditions!  Many  of 
the  different  instruments  have  a 
unique  ritual  that  they  like  to  go 
through  together  before  shows 
for  good  luck.  Time  to  perform! 


Connected 


“Twitter  is  my  favorite 
because  it  allows  me  to  get 
my  joke  or  point  across 
within  a  small  character 
limit.  It  also  informs  me  on 
current  events." 

-  Shaila  Christopher 


“My  favorite  social  media 
is  Instagram  because  it  is 
a  great  way  to  share 
memories.” 

-  Emma  Beierlein 


“I  like  Snapchat  because  it 
is  a  fun  and  fast  way  to 
communicate  with  my 
friends.  My  favorite  part  is 
all  the  Snapchat  filters.” 

-  Maggie  Honeycutt 


“I  like  all  the  filters  they 
have.” 

-  Carlon  Steward 


“All  of  my  friends  have  it, 
and  it  is  a  good  way  to 
communicate  with  each 
other.” 

-  Gabe  Gonzalez 
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“I  like  Twitter  becauj 
can  see  what  my  fav< 
celebrities  are  doing, 
it  to  check  on  celebri 
and  news.” 

-  Tayler  Seibel 


“I  like  Snapchat  because 
it  is  easy  and  simple,  and 
I  use  it  because  a  lot  of 
my  friends  use  it,  too.” 

-  Chloe  Killian 


“Instagram  is  my  favorite 
form  of  social  media 
because  it  allows  me  to 
keep  track  of  different 
memories  I  have  made 
through  pictures.” 

-  Maddie  Inman 


“I  like  Twitter  because  it  is 
so  funny!  Every  time  I  get 
on,  I  see  at  least  a  couple 
tweets  that  make  me 
laugh.” 

-  Kristina  Mathews 


“Instagram  is  my  favorite 
social  media  because  it 
has  been  around  for  so 
long,  your  page  tells  a 
story.” 

-  Morgan  Harty 


“I  like  Instagram  a 
because  I  am  able 
share  my  life  with  otf 
and  see  what  is  goin 
around  me  with  frier 
-  Kayla  Rohr 


“I  like  Twitter  because 
having  only  280 
characters  is  a  fun 
challenge  when  you 
have  something  you 
want  to  say.” 

-  Jada  Veasey 


he  Watchtower  Staff  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  contributed  pictures  for  this  year's  yearbook  includinq- 

Duarte  The i^rk^r"^'  Jarnn  Wi,liams'  Dean  Wri9ht-  Tim  Hoing,  Andrea  White.  Allen  Callender,  Selena 
rte.  The  Gale  Family  The  QC  Dispatch/  Argus.  Brady  Prenzlow,  Shari  Thompson,  Milan  Stevanovic,  The  DePover 

Family,  The  S.erens  Family.  Becky  Brown-Aschemann,  The  Pearson  Family,  and  Coach  Vesey 
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